St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
April 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews

Projecting Christ to All Generations

Last month I had the opportunity to attend Wartburg Seminary’s Rural Ministry Conference. This year the topic
was “Crisis and Conflict in Rural America” which was led by several thought provoking speakers. One interesting
point we discussed was how one form of conflict that is more attuned to small towns comes out of the desire to
be liked. A person’s desire to be liked by others results in doing what they can to avoid anything negative. They
will try their best to always be nice, because to be anything else would invite criticism. So, out of the desire to
be liked (accepted), they live out of fear of being rejected. This results in people keep their true thoughts to
themselves. In doing so, people live with their pain, resentment, and anger. Hidden away, tucked deep inside
their hearts, their pain grows like a cancer slowly eating away causing emotional and mental stress, anguish, and
depression. All because they do not feel safe to tell their neighbor how their neighbor’s actions are truly making
them feel. All because they fear the path towards reconciliation, a path that requires bearing one’s soul with the
light of honesty. So they smile, nod, “that’s fine,” and keep their mouth shut.
This takeaway is timely as we approach Easter here in a couple weeks – a season of reconciliation. You’ve heard
me teach this Lenten season how we cannot lie to God, God already knows what is on our hearts even before
we speak our thoughts. So we approach the cross imperfect, broken, and in need of our Lord’s redeeming
love. Christ accepts you for who you are. YOU ARE LOVED!
As Christians we are called to emulate Christ’s love towards others. That means listening with an open heart to
honest feelings and seeking to understand why our neighbor is hurting. And most importantly we are called to
respond in the way of Christ. By seeking reconciliation through listening and affirming that you care about the
other person. Start with caring for the person, then move on to the issues.
And most importantly, a Christian should never be afraid to talk to another Christian about their pain or
shortcomings. Why? Because a Christian has already recognized that they too are sinners. They too have cause
problems for others. They too are loved by Christ despite all of that. And most importantly they too have been
called show Christ’s love to others by not speaking poorly about their neighbor but always viewing their neighbor
in the best possible light. (If you want more on this topic read Commandment 8 and Martin Luther’s meaning
found in the Small Catechism.)
Serving Christ With You, Pastor Ron

Lenten Service: April 5 - Holy Communion

Supper 5:30 pm-Menu: Maid-Rites, Chips, Fruit, Desserts
Worship 6:30 pm

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for April - Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
April 2
Sunday
9 am

April 5
Wed
6:30 pm

April 9
Palm
Sunday
9:00 am

April 13
Maundy
Thursday
6:30 pm

April 14
Good
Friday
6:30 pm

April 16
Easter
Sunday
7 & 9 am

April 23
Sunday
9 am

April 30
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants/
Wed. Usher

Pat Leonhart

Cylee Liddle
Abbi Austin
Tessa Joerger

Kim
Lamb

Pat
Leonhart

NA

7am - TBD
9am-Kim
Lamb

TBD

Pat
Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Gene
Leonhart

TBD

Joyce
Miller

Gene
Leonhart

Sheryl
Moeller

TBD

Sue Buss

Jackie
Fober

Acolytes

Isaac
Schimmels
&

TBD

Morgan
Smith

7am-TBD
9am-Cylee
Liddle &
Hunter
Ackerman

Layne
Fober &
Conner
Vauthier

Morgan
Smith &
Alex
Krabbenhoft

Jack
Mixdorf

7am-NA
9am- Leah
Homeister

Jacob
Lyons

TBD

Jim
Jurgenson

Jim
Jurgenson

Emily Ruby Layne Fober
Max Thrasher Emma Haase

Brooke/Mitchell

DeVries
Multimedia

Jacob Lyons

Cantor

Matthew
Rector

Organist

Sheryl
Moeller

Sheryl
Moeller

Amy
Lockhart

Amy
Lockhart

Sheila
Mixdorf

Matthew
Rector

Amy
Lockhart

Sheryl
Moeller

Sound
System

Steve
Devries

Larry
Oltrogge

Alton
Midthus

Harold
Wente

Roger
Donaldson

7am-Steve D.
9am-Larry O.

Harold
Wente

Alton
Midthus

Video

Dwight
Diercks

Dwight
Diercks

TBD

Dwight
Diercks

Johnathan
Leisinger

Jeff
Bales

TBD

Altar Guild

Nancy Lamos, LaVonne Westendorf, Kelley Carman

Usher/
Greeters

Terry & Joyce Miller, Gene & Pat Leonhart
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.

Noisy Offering

The noisy offering for
March & April will be
given to Denver Cares
for the purchase of
Easter Meals for families
in our area.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second &
fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower
level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd
Tuesday of each month. Anyone who has an interest in or questions about
the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may be
dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting.

Women and the Reformation
ABOUT THE LUTHERANS

October 2017 marks the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation. As we prepare for this
celebration, we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many of his
reforming companions were teachers after
all. Every month we will publish a new
Argula von Grumbach
article on one of the many diverse aspects of
the Lutheran church. We hope you enjoy and
learn a little bit more by reading these articles.

“I am prepared to lose everything, even life or limb. May God
stand by me.” So wrote Argula von Grumbach (1492–1563/68?)
from Bavaria, who found Martin Luther’s message of Christian
freedom and equality empowering. This noble woman
challenged an entire Catholic university in Ingolstadt in defense
of Lutheran faith and a student persecuted for “Lutheran
heresy.” This best-selling lay author with her letter-treatises
eventually disappeared under pressure from male authorities.
Luther considered her a valiant hero of faith.
The Protestant principles “scripture alone,” “grace alone,” and
“priesthood of all believers” inspired women just like men to
reengage Christian faith and find renewed spiritual meaning in
their daily vocations. With the newly written catechisms and
hymns, women were equipped to teach the revived faith to their
households, where they exercised significant leadership in
matters of religious practice. Women lost the monastic option
as convents were closed in Protestant areas, but they benefited
significantly from the education provided even for peasant girls.
Whereas the Reformation theology proclaimed equality in
Christian love and freedom from human-made bonds, women
were forbidden to preach or teach in public. Motherhood was
presented to women as the holiest of callings, on a par with that
of apostles and bishops. So women used creativity in embracing
their domestic calling and the authority it brought along.
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Katharine Schütz Zell (1498–1562), a widely
published lay author who had no children of her own,
identified herself with a calling of a “church mother.”
In this role she exercised pastoral authority by the
side of her pastor-husband in Strasbourg, even daring
to preach at funerals. Her scintillating writings in
defense of marriage may have caused an uproar, yet
her pastoral texts and a hymnbook demonstrate her
desire to promote ecumenical unity and to empower
Christians to sing the gospel with new voices. Like von
Grumbach, she also corresponded with Luther.
Another associate of Luther was Duchess Elisabeth
von Braunschweig (1485–1555), who used her
authority as the “mother of the people in her land” to
implement Lutheran faith through legislation. Like her
own mother earlier, Elisabeth had suffered exile from
her Catholic husband and children once she confessed
her faith in public by receiving the sacrament in a
Lutheran rite. Her advice to her son, whom she
groomed as a Lutheran ruler, was that he should obey
God, the emperor—and his mother.
Of all the Reformation mothers, the most famous is
Luther’s beloved Katharina von Bora (1499–1552).
She won the heart and admiration of Luther, who had
orchestrated the escape of Katharina and eleven other
nuns from their convent. As his equal “partner in
calamity,” Katharina mothered their six children and
managed the intricate finances and other affairs of
their bustling household. Luther
admitted that next to the Holy Spirit, Katharina von Bora
he obeyed his wife-“lord,” Katharina.
These and other mothers of faith
took significant risks and endured
criticism if not even persecution for
their choices. Their involvement was
crucial for the new faith to take root.

Mission Opportunity
“Buck-a-Chick”

The Board of Mission is currently involving all members of St. Peter in a
special project during April. This is the month of Easter and the beginning of
spring. It’s a time to think of new life, a time of going from darkness into light.
We would like families to share an Easter blessing with those who are in
need of financial assistance throughout the world. It’s called “Buck-a-Chick”!!
Ten little chicks can make a BIG difference! Within a few months of birth,
chicks begin laying eggs. Eggs make nutritious meals for growing children,
and the extra eggs generate income to grow a small business.
Please look for the chick and the donation basket at the back of the church.
Children are encouraged to color a chick sheet and get involved by learning
how to show thankfulness by helping others. Returned coloring pages will be
put on display!!

April Birthdays &
Anniversaries
1
Staci Mueller
Rachel & John Upshaw
2
Lyle Judas
3
Tyler Sawyer
Dean Brandt
Jill DeVries
4
Melissa Johnson
5
Roger Blankenship
Virgil & Shirley Buhr
6
Cayce Lanning
Wendy Mohlis
Jo Vandeberg
7
LaVonne Westendorf
8
Samantha Thornton
9
Julie Sawyer
Opal Miller
10
Jacob Lanning
11
Barb Klemp
Terrie Thurm
13
Cory Arians
Rachel Gielau
Brian Haase
Hannah Thies
Tyler Vauthier
14
Dawn Lau
15
Jeanette Coontz
Lydia Gleason
17
Jordan Wolter
Henry Pautsch
Miles Pautsch

Congregational News

18
Nicholas Mohlis
Alex Sharp
Lindsay Williams
Amity Mathews
19
Dan Syhre
Eleanor Stumme
22
Neil Hartmann
Madisyn Leisinger
Nichole Thurm
Don & Donna Hulsing
Gary & Cheryl Sharp
23
Rowen Smith
24
Derek Franzen
Max Leonhart
Lindsay Seegers
25
Dalton Austin
Anna Everding
Noah Foelske
Jeff & Karen Schumacher
27
Garland Krabbenhoft
28
Sarah Diercks
Trudie Rothmeyer
Riley Schumacher
Alvin & Dorothy
Eggena
Mark & Jackie Fober
29
Andrew Diercks
Brian & Kathy Bartels
Butch & Dixie Milius
30
Mitchell Schumacher
Mylee Thurm
We apologize if your
birthday or anniversary
are not listed or listed
incorrectly. Please notify
the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

Easter Egg Hunt

The children are invited to our St Peter Easter Egg Hunt on
Sunday, April 9, following worship - get your baskets ready!

Palm Sunday Breakfast

Please join us April 9, for a delicious breakfast prepared by
the Mission Trip families. They are getting ready for their trip
to New Orleans, and would love to have you come out and
support their fund raiser.

Easter, Maundy Thursday & Good Friday Offerings
These offerings will be shared with the ELCA Fund for
Leaders (FFL), which helps to raise up and financially
support students studying at ELCA seminaries who have
demonstrated outstanding leadership potential and
exceptional gifts for ministry. Our vision is to one day
support every candidate for rostered ministry with a
full-tuition scholarship to an ELCA seminary, to empower
and enable our leaders to serve as the church needs and the
Holy Spirit leads.

Wellness Screening

Wellness Screening, Tuesday, April 11, 6:30-8:00 am
in the lower level of St Peter.
The Wellness Screening includes:
23 test panel for $20.00 (a 12 hour fast is recommended)
Cholesterol Screen for $5.00
PSA (Prostate Specific Antigen) for $10.00
TSH (Thyroid Stimulating Hormone) for $5.00
Complete Blood Count for $5.00
AIC (Monitors glucose level for diabetes) for $10.00
Free blood pressure check
Participants can drink water or take medications prior to the
testing. The screening is hosted by St. Peter Church with
Allen Hospital and is open to the public.

Cemetery Clean Up

As we prepare for spring clean up around the cemetery, we
would ask that any old flowers, wreaths, etc. be removed.
Thank you for your help in this effort to tidy up.

St Peter Spring Clean Up

Join us Saturday, April 8, anytime between 9:00 am—Noon.
We will be sprucing up the church grounds and buildings.
Yard tools are encouraged.

Community & Mission News
“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

DATE: July 14-15, in Minneapolis. The registration fee for
the Triennial would be covered by WELCA funds; one day
registration is available. If you are interested in checking
out the gathering, please contact the office or for more
information go to their website http://www.neiasynod.org/
women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our WELCA page
(stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

Waffle Breakfast

The local Legion post is having a waffle breakfast on
Sunday, April 2 to benefit the local EMT (Emergency
Medical Technicians); all proceeds will go to this group.
Serving from 8:00 am –Noon, at the American Legion Hall, Denver.

Tripoli Nursing & Rehab Annual Pancake Breakfast,
Sunday, April 2, 9:30 am—12:30 pm, Tripoli City Hall.
Free-will donation. Menu: pancakes, scrambled eggs,
sausage, rinderwurst, juice, milk, coffee. Selling raffle
tickets $1 a ticket or $5 for 6 (need not be present to win)
Proceeds will be used to purchase new wardrobes for
resident rooms.

Aebleskiver Supper

Sunday, April 2, 4:00-6:30 pm, Fredsville Lutheran Church,
rural Cedar Falls. Tickets: Adults $7.00, Ages 4-10 $4.00,
3 & Under free. Meal includes all-you-can-eat aebleskivers
(Danish pancakes), sausage, applesauce, dessert and
beverage.

His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
Insecurity. April wish list: ketchup, cream soups, pancake
mix, salt, pepper, seasoned salt, cinnamon, chili powder &
Kleenex. The requested donations for April are items that go
very quickly. It's hard to keep them on the shelves and
they seem to be our staples. Thank you for your continued
support and helping us serve others.
Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in February: 64 Households, 4,130.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, May 4. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take one
from the closet in the Friendship Room. Please make sure
you fill out a form (located new shawls).

Pie Auction

Mark your calendars for May 7. The Mission Trip
families will be having a pie auction to help raise
funds for their Mission Trip to New Orleans in June.

Kollege Kid’s Kare Kits

We are gathering address of our St Peter college
students to send care packages to during finals week.
Please contact the church office. This is a Thrivent
Action Team Event.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to pack elderly nutrition
boxes. You do not need to notify the food bank; there
are several groups there each week and we can just
join in, Next scheduled Saturday, is April 8, from
9-10:30am. Simply go to the volunteer entrance at the
Food Bank,160 Lafayette St, Any questions, call Joyce
Miller 984-5021.

Metropolitan Chorale Presents

A Messiah Sing Along parts 2 and 3,
Saturday, April 8, 2:00 pm, Zion Lutheran
Church, 810 Kimball Ave, Waterloo, IA
(Six Corners). Donation at the door. Join
us for an afternoon of singing Handel’s
Messiah! Bring your scores and be ready to perform
your favorite choruses together with the Met Chorale!
www.met-chorale.com

Quilt Tying –two days left

The last two days to tie quilts will be Monday, April 3,
9 am -3 pm, and Tuesday, April 4, 9 am - Noon.
Quilts tied thus far—153!

Womenfest

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC
Church, Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am,
join us!

Gather Bible Study

Wednesday, April 5, at 1:00 pm and at 7:30 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Bremwood

You are invited to the Bremwood Luncheon on Friday,
April 21 at 1:00 pm, on the Bremwood campus.
Each year the Auxiliary supports a project to benefit the
children. The Auxiliary has chosen to donate the funds
to Family Weekend & Spiritual life programs. Family
Weekend is a weekend for families to come to campus &
spend time with their child. Classes about parenting are
held, as well as fun activities for all. Housing & food is
also provided by these monies.

First Communion Instruction Class

Scheduled for Sunday, April 2, from 1:00-3:30pm.
Contact Pastor Ron with questions. The class will
celebrate reception of their First Communion during
Maundy Thursday Worship Service, April 13, 6:30 pm.

Faith Formation

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Vacation Bible School 2017

As we all anxiously wait for warm weather to grace us,
several members of St. Peter have begun the planning
process for this year's VBS festivities. The initial group
that met last month, has decided to opt for a one day VBS
day camp out at Camp Ingawanis, located west of
town. The date we are looking at is Friday, July
28th. This will be a day long camp for our kindergarten
through sixth grade friends and a morning camp for our
3 year-old/preschool friends.
Although we will be using some of their staff and
activities, the planning is up to our congregation. We
are still looking for someone that would like to take
the lead charge in coordinating the planning of this
event. So if event planning is your "thing" and you are
interested in taking on this role, contact Eve Pautsch.
We have always had a core group of volunteers willing to
help out with the details and orchestration of the VBS
event.
If you are interested in being part of the planning
committee, please let me know and I will add you to
our planning email list.
Thanks
Eve Pautsch, sundayschool@stpeterdenver.org

Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Dates to Remember: Sunday School will not meet
on Palm Sunday, April 9 and Easter, April 16.
The children will sing during worship on Palm Sunday.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is Tuesday, April 11.
We will need a parent volunteer for each meeting. Please
let Kim know if you are able to help - 984-5837 or
fusion@stpeterdenver.org

Confirmation

April 5: 8th Grade Capstone—7:15 pm
April 12: No class, Holy Week
April 19: 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation-6:30 pm
April 23, 26 & 30: 8th Grade Examinations

Dirty Feet Retreat

Our confirmands and Pastor Ron will be getting their feet
dirty as they follow Christ out into the world! March 31April 2. They will spend two nights at EWALU; learning
and practicing living out their faith in spite of the world’s
pressures, because of God’s awesome love and grace.

Sunday, May 14 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:30 pm
Next Meeting: April 5

Serving Committee for April

Pat Bietz
Dorothy Eggena
Amy Gehrke
Julie Leisinger
Jill Thrasher

Julie Brinkman
Jackie Fober
Sandra Greenley
Lois Miller
Jo Vandeberg

Roxann Brown
Sharon Foelske
Rhonda Wilson
Eve Pautsch
LaVonne Westendorf

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Spring LWR Ingathering

Join us, Saturday, April 8, from 8:00 - 11:00 am, at Zion
St John Lutheran Church, 422 Sherman St, Sheffield,
IA 50475, for the Spring Ingathering.
The schedule will be as follows:
8:00 Coffee, morning treats and fellowship
9:30 Welcome, Devotions and Offering
10:00 Presentation on Sukup Safe-T Homes
11:00 Cluster C, E and H small group time
11:30 Lunch (free will donation)
Everyone is welcome!

Love Offering
Sunday, April 9

Each year the Women of the ELCA (WELCA)
at St. Peter Lutheran Church conduct a
spring Love Offering. The Love Offering
begins on Sunday, April 9 and will continue
through the end of May. The Love Offering supports
local and national causes dear to WELCA’s heart. We
will apply for a Thrivent Choice Dollar match also. A
special envelope for April 9 is included with your
regular offering envelopes, or you may use a plain
envelope and mark it “Love Offering.” Thank you for
your support of the Love Offering. Act Boldly–Give
Generously!

EWALU

Camp and Retreat information for 2017 is located on the
information table outside the office or on their website:
ewalu.org
A reminder that St Peter will pay half the cost of the camp
up to $175. Please contact the office for the scholarship.
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board: Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Amy Lockhart, Jim Jurgenson
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos, Connie Lobeck
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Connie Lobeck
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Jim Jurgenson

