St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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14
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6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Mitchell Marine
2806 Clayton Drive
Ames, IA 50010

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
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We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
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9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
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7
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19
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10:15 HS Mission Trip
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7:30 am Womenfest
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6:30 pm Council meeting
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14
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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6:30 pm Property & Management
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7
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6
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Paul & Stacie Beem
210 West Fayette Street
Denver, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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14
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6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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7
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6
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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17

10

3
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9:00 am NEIA Food Bank
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Ryan & Eve Pautsch
731 Donna Street
Denver, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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7:00 am Mensfest
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1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study
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February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Renetta Thurm
702 Schneider Street
Apt. 702
DENVER, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24
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3
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25
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4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank
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4
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
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We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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10:15 am Sunday School
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10:15 HS Mission Trip
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6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue
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Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline
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1
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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10:15 am Sunday School
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6
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22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
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12
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9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Carol Ackerman
130 N RUSSELL ST
P O BOX 7
DENVER, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
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We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston
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16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
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9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Jeanette Coontz
145 E FRANKLIN ST
PO BOX 298
DENVER, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Art Kurtt
220 E FRANKLIN ST
PO BOX 299
DENVER, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
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Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries
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Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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14
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries
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Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9
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2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School
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9:00 am Worship
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9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston
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16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6
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6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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8
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

8
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7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline
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9
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2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston
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16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
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We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston
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16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Marilyn Mueller
431 N STATE ST
DENVER, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School
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12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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10:15 am Sunday School
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Dan & Gretchen Syhre
2534 KILLDEER AVE
DENVER, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon
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9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
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We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
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9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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7:45 am Bell Choir
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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7:00 am Mensfest
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9
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School
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9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
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Tue
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
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7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Mark & Holli Oberheu
711 Iowa Street
Denver, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
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We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston
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16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School
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9:00 am Worship

12
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10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Duane Schuldt
405 4th ST SE
TRIPOLI, IA 50676

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19
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10:15 HS Mission Trip
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7:30 am Womenfest
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
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9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
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7
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6
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7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Lorain Diercks
2677 Edgebrook Dr
WAVERLY, IA 50677

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9
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2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
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7
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6
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6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School
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9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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7:00 am Mensfest
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9
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1
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
John & Tammy Maitland
2325 Logan Ave
WATERLOO, IA 50703

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries
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Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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7:00 am Mensfest
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6:30 pm Worship & Music
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9
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1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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10:15 am Sunday School
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9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6
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6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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5
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline
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9
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2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School
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10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon
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9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon
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6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon
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7
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23
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7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music
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9
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2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15
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8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline
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9
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2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Brent & Kris Steege
2046 260th St
Denver, IA 50622

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9
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2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu
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February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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Noisy Offering
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10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13
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6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5
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7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline
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1
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
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Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying
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9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5
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7:45 am Bell Choir
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7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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8
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline
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9
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2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries
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Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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8
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7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music
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9
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2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
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David Stevens
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3
Bev Diercks
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4
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5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
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7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School
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9:00 am Worship
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10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip
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27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying
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7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5
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7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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1
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017
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3
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study
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6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
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10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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10:15 am Sunday School
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School

26

7:45 am Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship
Noisy Offering
10:15 am Sunday School

19

10:15 am Sunday School

7:45 Bell Choir
9:00 am Worship

12

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Mission Board
10:15 HS Mission Trip

20

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

27

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

28

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

7:30 am Womenfest
9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

21

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Council meeting
6:30 pm Fusion

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7:30 am Womenfest

14

13

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

7:00 pm AA/Alanon

6:30 pm Property & Management
meeting

9:00 am - Noon Quilt tying

7
7:30 am Womenfest

6

9:00am - 3:00 pm Quilt tying
6:30-8:30 pm Quilt tying

Tue

5

Mon

7:45 am Bell Choir

Sun
7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 am Staff meeting

1:00 pm Gather Bible Study

22

6:30 pm Confirmation

15

6:30 pm Confirmation

8

7:00 pm Gather Bible Study

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

23

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest
8:30 pm Staff meeting

16

6:30 pm Worship & Music

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

7:00 am Mensfest

9

10:00 am Bulletin Deadline

2

1
6:30 pm Family Bible Study

Thu

Wed

February 2017

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

4 pm Basement Reserved

9:00 am NEIA Food Bank

11

4

Sat

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
Denver, IA 50622
Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 11
DENVER, IA 50622

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Roger & Doris Blankenship
2653 IVORY LN
JANESVILLE, IA 50647

2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
February 2017

Rev. Ron Mathews
Projecting Christ to All Generations

Why We Give
Our financial generosity is one expression of our love for God and our neighbors. Mission Support enables us to do God’s
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. We are church together for the sake of the
world.
What is Mission Support?
Through God’s grace, we are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. By sharing your God-given time, talents and
financial resources with your congregation, you are participating in God’s work in your community and around the world.
When you make a financial gift to St Peter, a percentage of that gift is shared with the wider church – with your synod and
with your churchwide organization. For the past several years St. Peter Church has pledged to send 10% of the offerings
received to fund ELCA ministries. We call this Mission Support. Mission Support shows how we are church together – it’s
essential to who we are as the ELCA.
Stewarding God’s Gifts To Us
In 2015 ELCA members gave $1.75 billion in unrestricted offerings to support God’s mission and ministry through the
three expressions of the ELCA.
Locally.
We at St. Peter collected $231,974 in total donations. So what did we do with these gifts? I first want to encourage you
to pick up an annual report to read in more detail. Also the following pages tell a couple stories about what is happening
this coming month. But here is something that is not mentioned in our annual report: did you know that St. Peter is a
tithing congregation? We firmly believe that members of St. Peter should tithe and if not, should work towards the tithe.
Why?
Because through our giving and generosity we are blessed to grow stronger in faith and closer to our Lord.
Because our Lord gives to us undeservedly every day,
Because our financial response is but only one small way we are able to respond in gratitude.
Because our giving makes a difference.
Synodically.
Not only do we, as a congregation, encourage our members to grow towards the tithe, but we as a congregation also tithe
our giving to the Northeaster Iowa Synod. And while we are not alone in this, we also stand apart.
St. Peter Lutheran Church gives 10% to the NEIA Synod
Average congregation in our Synod gives 5.8%
Average congregation in the ELCA gives 5.6%
What this means…We are truly blessed to give beyond ourselves. In a Synod where almost one third of the congregations
worship 50 or fewer on a given Sunday, many of the congregations in the NEIA Synod are not able to give as much as we
are. We can do what others cannot because we are church together. This is the power source of the Synod’s
ministries. What we could do individually with 10% of our gifts received is but only a drop in comparison to the ministries
of our Synod with a collective 151 congregations. And even less so when compared to the 9,300 congregations of the
ELCA.
Churchwide.
Did you know that our Synod gives 40% of the offerings they receive to the churchwide expression? Through our gifts to
our Synod, we also contribute to our churchwide expression. Last year we gave $21,679 in mission support. This means
last year St. Peter gave $8,672 to churchwide and $13,007 to NEIA Synod.
So what does this all mean?
Ministry. Simply put, the gifts that we receive as a congregation, Synod, and churchwide expression equals ministry.
From our larger ministries of camps, seminaries, colleges, Disaster Response, World Hunger, etc. To our more local noisy
offerings, VBS, Sunday School, Helping Neighbors program, worship, and Bible Studies to name a few. Your gifts of time,
talent, and financial resources is how we, together, live out our Baptismal calling to “Let our light shine before others so
that they may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.” Mission Support is supporting God’s mission,
expressed through our ministries at St. Peter to “Project Christ to All Generations.”
Thank you for your part in supporting this mission last year and for dedicating the 2017 ministry plan at the congregation
annual meeting to continue God’s mission here at St. Peter. We are church together for the sake of the world.
Serving With You, Pastor Ron

Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
We still need volunteers for February- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up
February 5
Sunday
9 am

February 12
Sunday
9 am

February 19
Sunday
9 am

February 26
Sunday
9 am

Communion
Assistants

Kim Lamb

TBD

Kim Lamb

Pat Leonhart

Scripture
Readers

Sue Buss

Joyce Miller

Jackie Fober

Gene Leonhart

Acolytes

Jacob Lyons &
Jadyn Milius

Isaac Schimmels &
Brooks Meyer

Alex Krabbenhoft &
Layne Fober

Tessa Joerger &
Emily Ruby

Multimedia

Max Thrasher

Johnathan Leisinger

Leah Homeister

Jeff Bales

Organist

Matthew Rector

Amy Lockhart

Amy Lockhart

Sheryl Moeller

Vocal Leader

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Sound
System

Alton Midthus

Roger Donaldson

Steve DeVries

Larry Oltrogge

Video

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Dwight Diercks

Roger Thurm

Altar Guild

Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Holly Smith

Usher/Greeters

Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy& Roxi Herman
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Northeast Iowa Food Bank

Please join us at the food bank to
pack elderly nutrition boxes. You
do not need to notifying the food
bank; there are several groups
there each week and we can just
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday,
is February 11, from 9-10:30am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St,
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 9845021.

Winter Weather Policy

We will not cancel worship due to
inclement weather, but encourage you
to stay home if that is safest for you.
The Sunday School policy: if we
decide that we need to cancel Sunday
School due to weather, it will be
announced by 7:30 am that Sunday
morning and posted on the St Peter
Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook,
and KWWL.

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth
Tuesdays - round
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday
of each month. Anyone who has an interest
in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Luther’s Small Catechism
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas
of religion in a simple question-and-answer format.
For the Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up
some of the basics of Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Communion, and the Office of the Keys and
Confession. It’s worth noticing that he based this
teaching document on what already existed rather
than starting from scratch and inventing a whole new
system. Luther was committed to the church catholic.

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS
October 2017 marks the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
As we prepare for this celebration,
we want to invite you into a time of
learning. Martin Luther and many
of his reforming companions were
teachers after all. Every month we
will publish a new article on one of
the many diverse aspects of the
Lutheran church. We hope you
enjoy and learn a little bit more by
reading these articles.

Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best known
for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our God” and the
Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther himself was ambivalent
about the lasting value of most of his writings, with two
exceptions—and one of them was this little pamphlet, the Small
Catechism. And this from someone whose writings changed the
whole landscape of the Western religious world.
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent hours
memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, and what is it
that makes it so helpful?
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a decade
later he was facing the needs of the church he was reforming. If
it was no longer enough just to go through the motions,
following the lead of a Latin-rite priest, then what was at the
heart of what people needed to know—and how were they to
learn that? To meet that need, Luther the pastor and teacher
created two catechisms—the Large (primarily intended for
pastors) and the Small (for use in the home).

His genius is shown in the way he opened up these
statements of faith. The famous question in each case
was, in German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us
know this as “What does this mean?” but a literal
translation would be “What is that?” And then he
proceeded to tell, in beautifully simple language, what
each commandment, each part of the creed, each
petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells us about God and
about us as God’s children. These explanations set out
a God who is not the stern judge of Luther’s own
childhood, but a loving parent who offers us
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live
accordingly.
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing
the Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the
simple fact that nearly five hundred years after its first
publication in 1529, and after being translated into
hundreds of languages, it is still one of the most
effective tools for learning and teaching what the
Christian faith is all about.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for
congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.

Mission & Community
His Hands Oran Food Pantry,

Community Bible Study

Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. February wish list: Spices (salt, pepper, baking
soda, baking powder, seasoned salt, seasonings). Open
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Served in December: 76 Households, 5,406.2 1lbs of food
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.
Questions? -319-638-4357.

Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church.
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends.
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.

Womenfest

Please join us tying quilts. Meeting on Mondays, 9 am
-3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far—27!

The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Quilt Tying

February Birthdays &
Anniversaries
2
Travis Ackerman
Donna Hulsing
David Stevens
Dennis Thurm
3
Bev Diercks
Janice Miller
4
Jennifer Wirtjes
5
Tom Beckel
Caryl Tjaden
6
Dwight Diercks
Marci Kemp
8
Jodie Koepke
Michael Milius
12
Pat Leonhart
14
Jeff DeVries
Zachary Kern
Duane Schuldt
Marcia & Dennis Ott
15
Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy
Weston

Congregational News

16
Amy Lockhart
17
Marilyn Bergmann
Angela Sadler
Brody Sanderson
18
Jessy & Janet Kern
19
Jarett Clayton
Miranda Fober
Julie Gleason
20
Kara Bartels
Justin Elsamiller
Joyce Miller
21
Luther Hougen
Cylee Liddle
John Upshaw
23
Abby Roethler
24
Jeremy Clayton
James Kurtt
25
Lisa Michels
26
Rodney & Teresa Diercks
David Vandeberg
27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

We are pleased to announce that Wartburg College men’s a
cappella group will be joining us at worship on
Sunday, February 12, mark your calendars.

“All Anew” Triennial Gathering

Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis. Following the
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with
participants. This is an opportunity to personally meet the
bishop (and take a selfie). Our Northeast Iowa Synodical
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for
those interested. Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA).

With Appreciation
Harold and I would like to thank all who remembered us
with gifts of food and goodies after my fall and surgery.
Special thanks to Pastor Ron for the hospital visits and visit
since my return home. Special thanks for the many cards
and phone calls keeping me in your thoughts and prayers.
You are all so special. Marilyn Wente.
Thank you to our St Peter family for the prayers, concern,
words of comfort, cards, phone calls and memorials sent to
our family during the illness and passing of Loren. They all
were special to us. Thank you to all who took part in the
service and luncheon. Everything was very much
appreciated. Family of Loren Eick.

Birth Announcement

Thank you to Marilyn Mueller, of the Gifts of Love board, for
remembering me at Christmas! The goodies in the gift bag
were tasty and the nativity ornament helped bring
Christmas closer for me. The bag was nicely decorated.
Thank you, Diann Curtis.

Gather Bible Study

Thanks to all those who generously contributed monetary
donations to the Northeast Iowa Food Bank during
November. Gifts totaled $375 which will allow the Food
Bank to purchase $4,125 worth of food items to feed the
hungry in the Cedar Valley.
St Peter's outreach will demonstrate Christ's love and make
a difference in the lives of God's children.

Kari & Gary Anfinson would like to
introduce their new grandson to our
church community. Zaith Stone Zaputil
was born December 30th to Abby &
Jordan. Big sisters are Zearley & Zaylin.
He weighed 7 pounds 6 oz.
Congratulations!
Wednesday, February 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.

Let’s do the Math follow up

H. George Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment
A Promise to Provide Scholarships for Seminarians from the Northeastern Iowa Synod, ELCA
At the 2017 Congregational Annual Meeting held last month, St Peter voted to support the H. George Anderson Fund
for Leaders Endowment. First, by distributing the moneys in the Ministry Fund totaling $1,893. Secondly, it was
requested by a member at the meeting for the Council to consider donating some of the moneys from the undesignated
memorial fund to be given as well.
If you are called to contribute personally to the Fund for Leaders or guide our Council’s conversation about support
please contact Pastor Ron or any Church Council member.
The following was excerpted from the NEIA Synod publication about the Fund for Leaders.
http://www.neiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Case-Study-FFL-2015.pdf

About the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson

The Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson served as the second Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America from October 1995 to October 2001. He served as president of
Luther College in Decorah from 1982 to 1996, and prior to that he was on the faculty of Lutheran
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, where he served as president from
1970 to 1982. As Presiding Bishop, Anderson saw the need for a nationwide system to financially
assist ELCA seminary students with the rising tuition costs and debts they faced. His vision led to
the establishment of the ELCA Fund for Leaders endowment in 2000.

“Getting people through seminary was so critical to the church,” he said. “If seminary costs could
not be funded through a churchwide program, we needed to find individuals who would be so
impressed by the need that they would contribute.” The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s H. George
Anderson Fund for Leaders Endowment honors Anderson’s wisdom and vision to create a nationwide means to fully
fund tuition scholarships for seminary students.
“Congregations need leaders that are able to handle the great gift that we have in the Gospel and the Word of God,”

Anderson said. “It’s an immense thing — the Word of God. Not everybody can be a good steward of that great gift, so I
think it is important that we help persons become leaders who can rightly divine the word of truth the Bible says.”

Our Commitment to Grow Future
Leaders

The NEIA Synod is committed to growing the number
of candidates for parish ministry to fill an anticipated
increase in open calls due to retiring pastors.
Since 2010, 18 candidates from the NEIA Synod have
graduated from seminary and received approval for
assignment to a synod and readiness to receive a letter
of call. In that same time period, 45 pastors serving
congregations in this synod have retired.
Of the 93 pastors and rostered lay leaders serving
congregations in the NEIA Synod in 2015, 40 of those
are age 60 or older. That means that nearly half of the
active parish leaders in this synod have the potential of
retiring within the next five years.
The imbalance between the number of individuals
entering candidacy for ministry in the Northeastern
Iowa Synod and the number of active parish pastors
retiring will continue to deepen unless action is taken
to support and encourage a new generation of
rostered leaders.

The Costs of a Seminary Education Can
Place a Heavy Financial Burden on Students

The average annual tuition and fees for ELCA seminaries are
about $16,500 for the 2015-2016 school year. A typical
student may also incur living expenses estimated at $28,000 or
more while in seminary.
In 2012, 84 percent of ELCA seminary master of divinity
graduates had educational debt, which averaged $41,245. A
graduate earning a typical first-call salary could expect to have
difficulty managing educational debt repayment of $31,500 or
higher. (Source: Auburn Center for the Study of Theological
Education)
Extensive educational debt can hinder seminary graduates
from accepting calls to smaller or lower- paying
congregations simply because the salaries will not allow them
to meet monthly loan payments of $300 to $600.
Scholarship funding for seminary students can help relieve
some of their debt and may help to attract more candidate
for ministry and first-call pastors to the NEIA Synod, where
the majority of congregations are located in rural communities.

Our Campaign Goal - To provide full tuition scholarships for candidates from the Northeastern Iowa Synod who are attending ELCA seminaries.
The scholarship fund strengthens local congregations, the synod and the broader church because it can help increase the
number of trained leaders available to serve in ministerial settings.

Service Opportunities

Faith Formation
Sunday School

Sunday School follows worship, at 10:15 am.
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch,
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229.
Note: February 19, the Sunday School children will be
singing in worship.

4th-6th Grade Fusion

Mission Trip Info

We will have a high school mission trip meeting on
Sunday, February 5 at 10:15 am. Contact Alex Place
with questions 319-269-0794 or
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.
Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for January and February will be
going to AFIL. Americans for Independent Living
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed to provide
housing, both permanent and transitional, and rehab
services for disabled veterans in Black Hawk County
and beyond.
Over the past few years there has been a substantial
number of veterans returning from service with mental
and physical disabilities to Black Hawk County. The
AFIL helps the disabled veteran population find
housing, assist in home modifications, and provide
medical assistance.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

We appreciate your advocating on behalf of LSI and those
we serve. An exciting opportunity to do just that is
coming up soon at Lutheran Day on the Hill being
planned for Tuesday, February 21st. Online
registrations begin this Friday, January 13, at
www.lsiowa.org. Please join us in this social ministry,
responding to Christ’s love.
If you have any questions, please contact Deb Whitford,
LSI’s director of philanthropy and church relations. She
may be reached at 563-676-2065 or
deborah.whitford@lsiowa.org.

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!

“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love:
responding to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. We give thanks for all the
ministry partners of both individuals and congregations
who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and
adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their
families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm for
self-worth, in refugee farmers who share their love of the
land with the Des Moines community, in struggling
parents who learn positive ways to build love and trust
with their children and in so many other moments of
hope every day. Thank you for the love you share and
create through LSI.

The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!
Our next meeting is February 14. We will need a parent
volunteer for each meeting. Please let Kim know if you are
able to help - 984-5837 or fusion@stpeterdenver.org
Looking ahead, Fusion will not meet in March, due to
spring break.

Confirmation

Family Bible Study,
Wednesday, February 1 at 6:30 pm.
Regular Confirmation Classes,
Wednesdays, February 8 & 15 at 6:30 pm.

Women of the ELCA
WELCA Board Meeting

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine
Gather Bible Study

The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm
Next Meeting: February 1

Serving Committee for February

Kari Anfinson
Char Conway
Sherri Elsamiller Ruth Fasse
Dixie Milius
Janice Miller
Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm
Caryl Tjaden
Michelle Wolfensperger

Audrey DeVries
Janet Kern
Teresa Miller
Samantha ThorntonTammy Weston

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President. Thank you!
Church Council: Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie
Lobeck
Executive Board:
Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart
Parish Education: Eve Pautsch
Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos
Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson
Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson
Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Steve DeVries

