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A Blast from the Past

36 years later we are still saying, asking, and celebrating the same things. How do we equip and empower families of §t.
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Pastor Ron

St. Peter Newslettez Feb 1979 by Pastor O. Paul Hougen

FOCUS ON FAMILY!
Modern Society has put a focus on Family. However, our time did not invent the Family. God did.

If the family is such a long duration as to be from the beginning of time why the hupapalu? Simply, because Family is tife
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Yes, feel free to argue the implications of the above questions. It is what | feel at this time in my life. Itis what |
understand to be the assumed high value of Family in the Scripture. But, | invite earnest discussion.
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call parents to a high calling in life, or is God punishing parents for the sins of their youth?

There are other questions, but an ultimate question is, CAN FAMILY BE A GRACE EXPERIENCE?

This is not the question of, can being Family be easy? But, can being Family be an experience of grace? Is being Famfly
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This promises to continue to be full of emotional highs and lows, involving struggles of ideas, priorities, and decisions.
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relations of life.
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answers, but just simply affirming being Family. And in that providing opportunities for identifying and choosing values,
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In Worship, | notice that many of us do this as Families! We invite Families to present the Offering
of the Bread and the Wine for the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Our Education Committee is
planning Family visitations of our Sunday School classes. This same Committee is investigating tr
possibility of Family educational experiences. Our Family Task Force Committee has been
resourcing Family experiences. We will be inviting Parents to participate in Sunday Morning
fellowship and discussion experiences. These opportunities will be done in modules of anywhere
from 2-4 weeks beginning with the parents who have children in the Kindergarten Sunday School
class during the Sunday School hour.

We FOCUS ON FAMILY!
Pastor O. Paul Hougen




Worship & Music Server
Saturday worship 5:30 pm Sunday worship 9 am
*TBD = we still need volunteers
February 1 February 8 February 15 February 18 February 22 February 25
Sunday 9 am Sunday 9 am Sunday 9 am | Ash Wednesday Sunday 9 am Lenten Service
6:30 pm 6:30 pm
Communion TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD NA
Assistants
Scripture Paul Meier Julie Leisinger Joyce Miller TBD Jim Moeller NA
Readers
Acolytes Riley Jill Devries Gabe Lahmann TBD TBD NA
Schumacher | Brandon Maitland | Sophia Mclnroy
Allison Maitland
Multimedia Chadron Beem Jeff Bales Jonathan TBD Leah Homeister NA
Leisinger
Organist Amy Lockhart Amy Lockhart | Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller Sheryl Moeller Sheryl Moeller
Sound Gary Anfinson Harold Wente | Roger Donaldson|  Alton Midthus Larry Oltrogge Steve DeVries
System
Video Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm Roger Thurm NA
Altar Guild Connie Lobeck, Judy Gleason, Diann Curtis, Janice Gienau
Usher/ Joel & Joy Wolter Family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy & Roxi Herman
Greeters
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
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scheduled for the yearlf you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and theNewsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

Relay For Life
Bremer County Kickoff open house will be held on Monday, February»®om 5-6 pm at the Waverly Public
Library. Please attend the informational open house if you are interested in forming a team, want to learn more about
the event or get involved.The Relay For Life of Bremer County will be Friday, June 12, 2015 from 5 pzd0 p.m. at
the Wartburg College WalstorHoover Stadium. For more information or to register your team online, visit

www.RelayForLife.org/bremeria

Weather and Church
A reminder that worship at St Peter does not close for inclement weather. We do strongly advise you to use your best
judgment; if it is safer for you to stay home, please do so.

AA/Alanon
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the montik)eeting:
Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdaysround table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting.


http://www.RelayForLife.org/bremeria

Community

EAITH 5 stands for:
FAITH ACTS IN THE HOME

CONNECTING
CHURCH TO HOME Strengthened and equipped as the One Body of Christ
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PARENTS TO KIDS By spending an intentional 5 minutes of conversation with each other

For Parents of Young Children: 7EAO x1 01 A EO AA x1 OOE O Ui 6 01 EAOA A
without talking to you about their day? Praying with you? Blessing you? Would it be worth five minutes? Tonight?
Every night?

For Parents of Pre-Teens: What would happen to your family over time if you were able to keep this open, caring
communication going every night throughout adolescence?

For Parents of Teenagers: / T AA OEA OAAT UAAOO AACET AT A AOEOAOOS 1 EA}
parents and teens can become a challenge. How might this type of fimenute conversation change your family if they

were intentional and consistent about it? Would the benefits outweigh the hassle of trying to invest this time of care,
listening, and prayer each night in your home?

What would happen to your family over time if you made an intentional point of doing the FAITH 5 every night? What
would happen to our church five years from today if the majority of our households were doing active listening,

scripture, faith talk, prayer, and blessings every night?
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about how the Bible reading

your highs and lows relates to your highs and lows and lows
Coming to St Peter Blood Drive Volunteers

Storyteller, Kris Meyer ~ "Be imitators of God therefore, as On Friday, March 6th, St. Peter will be volunteering at
dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved the Life Serve Blood Draw at the Community Center
us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and from 1:30-6:00. We will need one person to serve
sacrifice to God....For you were once darkness, but now you are beverages and sweet treats each of the three shifts:
light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the 1:30-3:00 pm, 3:004:30 pm and 4:306:00 pm. If you
light consists of all goodness, righteousness and truth)." could donate cookies, bars, or cupcakes, that would be
Ephesians 5:1, 8, 13-15. appreciated. Please contact Pat Leonhart at 983D82

if you can volunteer your time or you could share

. . h ) .
Join us for GIFT Worship February 4h at 6:30pm as Kris baked goods for the Blood Draw.

brings the Word of God to life.

Kris Meyer is a storyteller, educator, and The Northeast lowa Food Bank

counselor. She is the Director and Assistant The Food Bank could use our volunteer help once a
Professor of Professional Counseling Programs  ,qnth. We will be working with members of St

for Buena Vista University and does clinical 4EI T OEUB O # ETObdImngd&eiOi T 8
counseling for Wartburg College. She and her  pepryary 14. The time slot is 911 am. If you would
husband, Don, live in Waverly, IA where Don like to help out, go to the volunteer entrance at the

| SEIVes as Director of Development at Wartburg  ooq Bank, 1605 Lafayette St, Waterloo. You do not

- College. need to notify the Food Bank or St PeteAny

guestions, call Joyce Miller 9846021.

Womenfest
The Ecumenical Bible study is changing location. The Tuesday St Peter 101
morning group will meet at the Dinner Bell instead of the
Community Center, at 7:30 am. We have great dialogue and
good fun! Try us out once or often.

Interested in joining the church or affirming your
baptism? Please talk to Pastor Ron, classes will be
forming soon.



February Birthdays &
Anniversaries

2 Stewardship Corner
Travis Ackerman _ We saw last month that while we often link stewardship to
Donna Hulsing Teresa Diercks the fall financial effort, it actually has a much broader

Congregational News

David Stevens s ropertand Tammy i AATET C8 ) O OAEAOO OfreaOAEET C
Dennis Thurm T Weston almost anything! Church members identify many things that
need our care, from our building and financial health, to our
3_ 16 mission partners, to social justice issues, to the environment.
Bev Diercks Amy Lockhart 7A xEI 1l A@gbii OA OEEO EAAA T & &
Herman Emkes 17 coming months. To begin this process, we ask each person to
Janice Miller Marilvn Beramann OEETE AAT 6O OEA NOAOOGEIT O7EAC
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Jennifer Wirties Brody Sanderson D€ 100king for your answers in the coming weekgyourage
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Tom Beckel Jessy and Janet Kern COUI’]Cil Minutes HIgh|IghtS
Caryl Tjaden 7 Dwight Diercks pointed out the transfer of $12,197.98
6 19 from the Improvement Fund to the General Fund, reducing
Dwight Diercks Jarett Clayton the Property Improvement spending for 2014. The amount of
Marci Kemp Miranda Fober the transfer covered the expenditures for office air
Julie Gleason conditioning, parsonage drainage and landscaping,
_ 8 20 parsonage sump pump, and the repair of the cemetery pillars.
Jodie Koepke Kara Bartels 1 The Rental Property Manager position should be added as
Michael Milius Justin Elsamiller a line item since the position is funded by the rental proceeds.
10 Joyce Miller The council should address the need to move the proceeds
Dean Bierschenk from the rental property to the Strottman Fund at some point.
21 1 The Annual Meeting planning was finalized.
12 Luther Hougen 1 Memorial Fund Policy and investment strategy:
Pat Leonhart Cylee Liddle discussion is ongoing with regards to forming a Board of
13 John Upshaw Financial Management, updates will be provided.
Robert Wolter 24 1 Youth Director position: interview team will be meeting
Jeremy Clayton to organize interview questions and strategies. The position is
14 ] James Kurtt advertised in the Denver Forum , Waterloo Courier and
Jeff DeVries Waverly Newspapers for 4 weeks.
Zachary Kern 25 1 The Employee Handbook changes were approved.
Chase Lyons Lisa Michels 7 Doug Miller was appointed to council to complete
Duane Schuldt 26 +AOET 31 EOES60O OAI AETEIC p UAAO

Marcia and Dennis Ott .
Rodney and Teresa Diercks

Laurie Bierschenk David Vanderberg _6 Al A1 OET Ad .o $ A I AO
We apologize if your birthday or The High School Youth Group will be
anniversary are not listed or 27 ET OOET ¢ A 6AIlI Al OEI 1 AO
listed incorrectly. Please notify Greg and Kerry Thies February 8 at 5:30 in the lower level of St. &
the office with additions or Peter. There is a sigrup sheet in the @
corrections. Thankyou. Friendship Room, or you can sign up by O
) calling Roxane in the office. Please indicate
Tree of Life Conference the # of persons attending and choice of Pizza Bake or Chicken
Our annual meeting will be held on Feb 8 from-B pmat  Alfredo. Guests will also receive salad, garlic bread, green
Warburg. The schedule is as follows: beans and dessert. Cost is a free will offering. All
1 pm Program, Chapel Commons proceeds will go to support the mission trip to Alabama in June.

The Rev. Brian Beckstrom, college pastor, will preseAt
College of the Church for the 21st Century.
Refreshments (cookies, coffee, and water) will be provided

Director of Youth Ministry
St Peter is seeking a partime youth director. Contact Pastor
‘Ron for job description or to apply. The job description is also
1:45 Annualmeeting, Chapel Commons posted on our web sitewww.stpeterdenver.org

2:15 Worship/Communion in chapel All are invited to a gathering on February 22, 2015 to give

For anyone interested, afterward there is a thanks to God for over 45 years of active ministry by the Rev.
3 pm Meistersinger Honor Band Concert, Neumann Darrel Gerrietts. A reception will be held from 24 p at
Auditorium http://www.wartburg.edu/music/fest.aspx Redeemer Lutheran Church, 2001 West Bremer Ave, Waverly.



http://www.wartburg.edu/music/fest.aspx

Mission & Community Women of the ELCA

Noisy Offering WELCA Board Meeting
The January and February Noisy Offering will go to support No meeting in February N
OEA #AAAO 6A|]AU &oEAon I £ OEA &ﬁkﬁbﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁkﬁé@ ET OOA
Waverly. CVFF was founded in 1992 to provide victim Sunday, February 22 @ 10:15 am
services to people in Bremer and Butler county. They now Y, y '
provide a 24/7 confidential crisis line for victims and Ruth Circle
survivors of domestic abuse and sexual assault. They run Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 11 at 7:00 pm
the only shelter exclusively for domestic violence and sexual Bible study leader: Sheryl
assault victims in Northeast lowa. In addition to providing Hostess: Dori
shelter, they also offer housing assistance through a

permanent and transitional housing programs to combat o Mary Circle _
homelessness. Finally, CVFF have a prevention educator who Next Meeting: Wel’dr:ﬁSdl,‘"t‘)y’ February 4 at 1:30 pm
n the library.

goes to area schools to provide presentations on violence

prevention. Bible study leader: Barb

Hostess: Carol

Naomi Circle
Next Meeting: Sunday, February 1 at 10:15 am
Bible study leader: Gretchen
Serving Committee for February
Chairperson - Naomi Circle
Coffee- Men

BackPack Program
The Northeast lowa Food Bank program is at 123 sites
throughout NE lowa and serves over 4,000 kids.
We currently have 16 kids in the Denver Schools that receive
a bag of food weekly. We are able to add hygiene/toiletry
items to the bags. St. Paul UCC and the Baptist Church
collected items in addition to the items collected at St Peter.
For the month of February we are gathering lotion.  If you

' i tri Kari Anfi
have any questions or would like to help distribute bags an Anfinson

Char Conway Audrey DeVries

. Sherri Elsamiller  Ruth Fasse Angie Fernau
cantact Bev Diercks at 312979-3819. Janet Kern Marlys Krueger  Dixie Milius
Teresa Miller Janice Miller Trudie Rothmeyer
College care packages Mary Ryan Carol Thurm Caryl Tjaden

We are gathering the addresses of our St Peter college

Tammy Weston  Michelle Wolfensperger

students to send care packages to them in April. Please send
Ui 60 OOOAAT 060 AAAOAOGO Ol
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We will also be collecting money for the Salvation Army in a
fun way to celebrate SOUPer Bowl Sunday on February 1st.
For a five dollar donation, you can wear your favorite high
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help those in need through our gifts to the Salvation Army!

His Hands Oran Food Pantry
During the month of December we served 62 households,
170 individuals and dispersed 3992.5 pounds of food
stuffs. We received wonderful donations during the month
to help make the holidays special for our clientsTo those
who donated we say thankyou. If your new year resolution
is to volunteer, we can find a place for youHope everyone
stays warm and healthy.
If you would like to help please contact the pantry or Linda
Ferguson. 319638-4357 or 319-231-0262 please leave a
message and someone will call you back.
30 0AOAOCS8O ATTAOGEIT 1TAOGO 111

Quilt Tying

Join us for quilt tying on Mondays from 9 am to 3 pm and
again in the evenings, 6:3@:30 pm. And Tuesdays from 9
am to Noon. All are welcome. Quilts tied thus far= 59!

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on thestThursday,
every other month at 6:30 pm.

Next meeting: Thursday, March 5

If you know of someone who is in need of a Prayer

Shawl, please take one from the pew in the Friend-

ship Rdor) Piase akeds@e youkikoutafofm DAT DI
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BOLD-The dictionary says it means fearless
before danger, showing a fearless spirit,
assured, confident. On the last Sunday inFebruary
Women of the ELCA remember and honor Bold Women.

As we read and study our Bibles we find the stories of
bold women: Rahab, who hid the Israelite spies (thus
saving their lives), the bent over woman who touched
Jesus robe in search of healing; Ruth who left all she
konew to f%\low her Hlo.ther-,in-lawback tolsrael, . . _ .
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There are also bold women in our dayin our

community, congregation and all over the world.Take

time to think about and to pray for the women of today
who are facing dangers and situations of all sortPray

that they may be bold, fearless and confident in their
responses.



Worship Celebrations Youth & Family
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Sunday, February 2 Game Day Worship @ 9:00 am, » Wartburg Morning Camp
wear your favorite team jersey Free childcare for children of all ages
Wednesday, February 4 Gift Worship with will be provided by Wartburg College

. ) students on Saturday, February 21,
Kris Meyer @ 6:30 pm from 9:00 am to Noon at St. Peter, in the

lower level of the churchbuilding. Child
Lenten Season Care Educational LessonsFun Crafts and
We will be celebrating the Celtic roots of our GamesHomework Help and Tutoring

Lutheran heritage the Season of Lent Snacks providedContact Cassie Upshaw at

641-420-0442 with questions or for more details.
Ash Wednesday Service, February 18 @ 6:30 pm d

Sunday School
Sunday School class will follow worship, at 10:15 am in the
lower level of the church. If you would like to help in the Pr&
Wednesday Lenten Sermon Series room, please contact Lisa Michels 31827-2088.
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ML The next class WI| ebruary 4. Hel n'Bhe Prst

February 18- God is Love Wednesday of the month, the Bible Study will be from 7:30

February 25-) £ A DPAOOI T Al AOFPB™ RIPIERIEA fenarents, ' ihe center Sunday
God, do they go to Hell? ool classroom in the lower level of the church.

March 4- Priesthood of all Believers

Wednesday Lenten Services, February 25, March 4, 11, 18,
Supper at 5:30 pm, Holden Evening Worship 6:30 pm.

March 11- Worship Wars 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation

March 18- Perfection is not the Point The confirmation students meet every Wednesday, the next
classes will be:

National Parent Leadership Month GIFT Worship, February 4 @ 6:30 pm; Prayer Mentors @ 7:30pm

February is National Parent Leadership Month. Through EPIC T & 8t Grade Confirmation, Feb. 11 @ 6:30 pm
your support, LSl is able to partner with thousands of Ash Wednesday Service, February 18 @ 6:30 pm

parents each year who want to be parent leaders and '

make positive changes in their families. Some parents ~ -€nten Supper- February 25 @ 5:30 pm

come to us through our early childhood services and want -€Nnten Servicez February 25 @ 6:30 pm

a little extra support in raising an infant or toddler. Other
parents come seeking help for an older child who is in
trouble and turn to our therapy services, behavioral
health intervention services or our many community
programs for help. And some parents become part of our
programs through involvement with the Department of
Human Services, and we work to help them resolve issues
in their home and to ensure the home is a safe place fora - gee —
child. Your support of LSI as your social ministry helps A J
prevent child abuse and neglect and helps strengthen
families all across the state. Thank you for making this
work possible!

Confirmation Retreat
The confirmation students will be going to EWALU
for a confirmation retreat from March 13-15.
Please return your registration to Pastor Ron by
Wednesday, February 18.

High School Youth Group

“All high school youth are invited to join in the
.i,.», gatherings on the 2d & 4t Wednesdays of the
s~: 'month. The meetings are at 7:00 pm at Josh &
, AOOA |, AO®itoBDONNESL,OO0A

¥

LSl is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization ‘ ¢ VT & ¢ Denver

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). e '

Learn more at www.LSlowa.org and www.facebook.com/ High School Mission Trip
LSliowa.

We are pleased to announce that the high school youth will
be going on a mission trip to Wetumpka, Alabama. There
are still openings if any students would like to join.
Questions ? Contact Jackie Fober 3:P912-1128.

4EA - EOOEIT 40EDP EEAO AOA EI


http://www.LSIowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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Elected Officers
Thank you to our outgoing council members, Leah Homeister, Ryan Lockhart, Marlys Krueger & Kevin Smith, for your

time and commitment to St Peter.

We also want to thank the members who have served and will be serving the church in the ministries listed below.

Your willingness and talents are appreciated.

2015 Church Council
Jeff Bales

Staci Mueller
Randall Satterthwaite
Philip Michels

Steve DeVries

Jon Wolter

Laura Larson

Doug Miller

Megan Smith

Northeast lowa Synod Assembly Delegates
Sheryl Moeller

Roger Donaldson

Donna Donaldson

Tree of Life Synod Conference Delegates
Sharon Midthus

Alton Midthus

Ron Krueger

Marlys Krueger

EWALU Ambassador
Joyce Miller
Terry Miller

Bartels Home Representative
Marlys Krueger

Trust Fund Committee
Roxann Brown

Becky Miller

Ryan Tucker

Paul Meier

Jim Moeller

2015 Audit Committee
Garland Krabbenhoft
Gayle Eick

Terry Miller

Nominating Committee for 2015
council member

council member

Paul Meier

Jim Kurtt

LaVonne Westendorf

open




