St Peter
Lutheran Church Tidings

August 2025

Pastor Pedersen’s Points: Whatever Will Be—Three Voices of Trust

| recently stumbled across the phrase “que sera, sera” while reading an
article—not searching for it, just happening upon it. Like a melody rising
from memory, it lingered longer than | expected. “Whatever will be, will
be.” It’s a phrase we often toss around in moments of

uncertainty, a shrug to the unknown. But beneath its casual tone,

| hear an invitation: let go, lean in, trust.

Across time and cultures, this attitude of trust has emerged in
different tongues. Daoism speaks of wu wei—a way of living without
force, flowing with the rhythm of life like a river that carves through
stone by simply being. The Stoics called it amor fati, a love of fate:
not passive resignation, but purposeful acceptance of what unfolds
beyond our control.

Scripture joins this quiet chorus:

e Jesus says, “Do not worry about tomorrow... each day has enough
trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:34).

e Ecclesiastes reminds us, “There is a time for everything... a

season for every activity under heaven.” (Eccl 3:1)

And the Psalmist invites, “Be still and know that | am God.”
(Psalm 46:10)

Not one of these voices calls us to disengage. Rather, they invite a deeper engagement—one marked not by
striving, but by surrender. Faith isn’t frantic. It’s fluid. It knows the difference between control and courage.

So as the corn reaches high and the summer heat begins to wane, may we enter August with open hands and
steady hearts. Whatever will be, is nhot ours to force—but it is ours to meet with grace.
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Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
*Volunteers needed —please sign-up online or contact the office

August 3 August 10 August 17 August 24 August 31
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am
Organist Nancy Kohagen Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller
Acolytes
Communion
Assistant
Scripture Diann Curtis Megan Pedersen
Reader
Multimedia Philip Michels Nathan Asmus Leah Homeister Todd Foelske Andrew Wagner
Sound Nathan Asmus Alton Midthus Steve DeVries Larry Oltrogge Nathan Asmus
System
Altar Guild Diann Curtis, Janice Gienau, Carol Moon
Usher/Greeters Dave & Linda Krueger, Richard and Sarah Beckel

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

We have many volunteer opportunities available
for our worship services, or providing cookies
for fellowship and various other Mission board

occasions. You can go to our website,
www.stpeterdenver.org, under volunteer, or by
calling/emailing the church office to sign up.
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E-giving through
Vanco. This platform
provides a secure and
user-friendly way to give
to our church online.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link
is on the opening page of our website -
www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be
able to see the activities scheduled for the year. If
you would like to add something to the calendar please
contact the office. 319-984-5648
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd
Friday of each month.




Community & Mission News

LWR School Supplies:
What beautiful summer
days we have had this year!
The days are going by
quickly and in-store and
online sales for school
supplies have begun.

St. Peter Church will be
collecting the following
school supplies for the
Lutheran World Relief school kits will be packed on
God’s Work our Hands Day, September 7th.

Each School Kit Includes:
4-70 page spiral notebooks
1 box (16 or 24 count) Crayola crayons
1 pencil sharpener
1 30 cm ruler
1 pair blunt scissors
5 unsharpened No 2 pencils with erasers
5 black or blue ballpoint pens
1 2.5” eraser

A tub for these supplies is located outside the church
office. Thank you for your contributions to this very
worthwhile project.

worthy

july 16-19, 2026

des moines, iowa

Join us at the 2026 Gatheringin

Des Moines, lowa! July 16-19, 2026
The theme for the 2026 Triennial Gathering is
“l Am Worthy,” based on Psalm 139:14: “l am
fearfully and wonderfully made.” This
statement serves as a reminder of God’s
promise to be with us, even in times of
devastation and division. For more
information contact Sheryl Moeller or
visit WELCATG.org
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!

Free T-shirts: We have 2
extra Live Generously
SEAQe .
P

T-shirts available. If you LRGN,
e

know anyone that would &

like an extremely comfy
t-shirt please stop by the
church and pick them up!

5 aCampEwalu
#StrawberryPoint, IA

7 PM Wednesday
August 13, 2025

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13, 7 PM Outdoor concert at the
Trailroom, at Camp Ewalu

Nationally touring indie-folk “power duo” National Park
Radio is coming to Camp Ewalu for an outdoor concert just
after the end of our summer camp season. All are welcome!
Suggested ticket price: $20 donation to support Ewalu’s
Campership Fund; we’ll “pass the hat” during the concert.
Bring your blank or lawn chair! NPR will perform from the
porch of the Trailroom; we’ll have wagon rides out to the
Trailroom to shuttle guests back and forth, or feel free to
walk out using the trails! No personal vehicles on the one-
lane service road for the concert, please; park in the main
lot, and we’ll transport you back and forth!

We're planning to have a FOOD TRUCK on site before and
during the concert, too. Details to come.

BINGO
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset Home every
third Friday of the month. The next Bingo day is Friday,
August 15, at 10:00 am. We're always looking for available
bingo players; the connection with the residents is special!
Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.

Release & Remember
Cedar Valley Hospice invites you to celebrate your loved ones
through our annual Release & Remember fundraiser! Dedicate
a butterfly in honor or memory of someone you love for $30.
Dedications received by August 22 will be included on the
Dedication Station at the event. Then, join us on Sunday, Sept.
7 from 1-3 p.m. at the RiverLoop Amphitheatre in Waterloo to
enjoy live music by band Never the Less, family-friendly
activities and a short program at 2:30 p.m., followed by the
release of 1,000 monarch butterflies. To dedicate a butterfly
or learn more about the event, visit cvhospice.org/events/
release-remember.



August Birthdays &
Anniversaries

1
Ezekiel Pedersen

2
Ryan Pautsch
Evalynn Witt
James & Dorothea
Jurgenson

3
Jordan Nuss

5
Ashlea Jurgenson
Jalen Williams

6
Matthew Herman
Hether & Derek Gustafson
Craig Merrifield

7
Chloe Weston

8
Deidre Franzen
Marilyn Mueller
Jeffrey & Jill DeVries

10
Brad & Jennifer Becker
Gary & Carol Everding
Ryan & Eve Pautsch

11
Susan Sawyer

12
Jayson Gesme

13
Tanner Vohsman

15
Adam Oltmann

16
Warren Klinghammer

17
Jeremy & Jennifer Clayton

18
Coleman Nuss
Pearce Schmauss
Randy Thurm

19
Clifford Schimmels
Lilah Skaar

20
Gary Anfinson
Jaquelyn Gielau
Marissa Leisinger
Grayler Michael
Brandon & Megan Smith

21
Sarah Beckel
Susan Wille
Paul & Stacie Beem
Brent Steege

23
Jackie Milius
Jayson & Mandy Gesme

26
Emily Gielau

27
Rev. Richard Jebsen

28
Kelley Carman
Kiptyn Drewelow

29
Verna Harms
David Krueger
Jaime Leonhart
Isaac Schimmels
John & Tammy Maitland
Norman & Carolee Oberheu

30
Wayne & Sue Buss
LuAnn & Mark Emerson
Elvira Hebell
Karen Schumacher
Brittany Wagner

31
Brody & Taylor Weston

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank You

Church News

LT e :
Baby Boy Announcement
We welcome Otto Bennett Gielau, son of Alex & Derek
Gielau. Born July 5, weighing 10 lbs 4 oz, 22” long, and

welcomed by big brother Max, and grandparents Mark &
Lynn Gielau, ...and St Peter :) Congratulations to all!

On God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, September 7th,
there will be a change in one of our stations.

Instead of drawing on white pillowcases, sewers are invit-
ed to make and bring new standard size pillowcases. We
will then join together to stuff them with new pillows we
have purchased for House of Hope and Friends of the
Family, two nonprofit organizations where mothers and
children reside.

You may use your own fabric to make these pillowcases
or fabric can be supplied. Fabric of choice is 100% cot-
ton. Any color or print may be used. If you need fabric, a
pattern or guidance on how to make the cases, please
contact Roxane at the church office. She will provide
name and contact information for a sewer who can pro-
vide assistance. The number of pillows donated to these
two groups will depend on how many cases can be made

ahead of our special day.

God’s work. Our hands.

=

September 7, 2025




Community & Mission News

Clothing Closet
As of the end of June Helping Hands Clothing Closet had
1466 client visits this year from nineteen communities
in northeast lowa. We continue to see new families
every month. As always our volunteers have been
terrific. A special thank you to Ten Wasp Brewing in
Sumner for having a shoe drive for the closet. Thank
you for all of the donations of clothes plus for monetary
donations. We were able to add to our supply of under-
wear and socks for school kids with the monetary
donation. The clothing closet is in need of a new
coordinator. This is a very gratifying job. If you are
interested or have any questions please contact Jodi
Risse at 319 240 3752 or Carolyn Mohlis at 319 610
7581, or carolyn.mohlis@gmail.com Hours: 9:00 - 11:00
am Tuesday mornings, 6:30 -7:30 pm Wednesday
evenings, and 9:00 - 11:00 am the first Saturday of the
month. Located at 2029 Viking Ave. Sumner, IA.

AA/Alanon
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in
lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level
(first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format)
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month. Anyone
who has an interest in or questions about the disease
of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may
be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the
monthly open meeting.

Memorial Trees

On Friday, June 27th, members of the Denver Tree
Board, Sam Lockhart and city employees joined to-
gether to plant eleven trees around Denver. This
work was done to replace trees that had been damaged
or removed or adding trees in areas that heretofore
had none. Included in the new plant were two new
maple trees placed near the entrance to the St. Peter
Cemetery. The two trees were placed as memorials for
two recently deceased members. The families of Ken
Becker and Anna Everding graciously funded these two tributes.

Noisy Offering
The designee for the July and August Noisy Offerings will
be lowa Heartland Habitat for Humanity. The primary
goal of Habitat for Humanity is to eliminate substandard
housing by providing affordable housing opportunities
for low-income families. This is achieved by partnering
with families to build or renovate simple, decent, and
affordable homes. Habitat also works to revitalize
neighborhoods and promote policies that prioritize
affordable housing. Jesus calls us to respond through our
actions and love to help those who are poor.

lowa Heartland

W Habitat for Humanity

¥ BE INSPIRED

lowa Heartland

. 803 W 5th Street, Waterloo, 1A 50702
QT“' Habitat

for Humanity”

319-235-9946 WeBuildHabitat.org

It's time for our Sites & Bites

Bus Tours - and you're invited!

Get a behind-the-scenes look at how local
investments are transforming families and
neighborhoods. Enjoy tasty local bites and drinks,
hear stories from families and partners, and see the
impact we're building—together. Bring a friend!

Tour Dates: August 20 or 21

Times: 8:30am - 12:00pm - 4:00pm
(Arrive 20 minutes early to enjoy bites and drinks and
mingle with our staff. Tour lasts 1% - 2 hours.)

Pickup Location:
Waterloo Center for the Arts Parking Lot
225 Commercial Street, Waterloo

FREE! BOOK NOW!

Scan this QR Code or visit:
webuildhabitat.org/about/events
Space limited - reserve your spot today!




Faith Formation

VBS -Last call for Registration
Please visit our website www.stpeterdenver.org -
Family & Annc -Vacation Bible School ‘25.
VBS will be held on Friday, August 15 at Ingawanis
Adventure Camp. We will need volunteers to assist
our Parish Ed board; the link to sign up is on the
same webpage. Thank you!

JREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

A welcoming space for individuals affected by breast
cancer to connect, share experiences and find
strength in community. Open to survivors, those
currently in treatment and caregivers,

‘% meeting, Tuesday, August 12
i

X Second Tuesday of the Month
Tendrils Rooftop Garden (unless otherwise noted)
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Contact Emily at (319) 352-4926 for more Information

WAVERLYHEAL
—— C EN C R

His Hands Food Pantry
Serving families in the area that are experiencing
food insecurity. Suggested donations: peanut
butter, oatmeal, macaroni & cheese, canned fruit,
soups, body washes/soaps, shampoo/conditioner,
toothpaste. Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And
Friday, 9:00 am - noon. May Statistics, Household
Served-113. Individuals Served-318. Food
Distributed-7,861 lbs. Questions -319-638-4357
or Mary Burgart 563-920-3857.

Womenfest
The ecumenical Bible Study gathers weekly on
Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am in the Friendship
Room. All are welcome.

Mensfest
The men’s bible study group meets on Wednesday
mornings in the church basement at 8:00 am,
all are welcome.

Re-Do Cards
We have all occasion cards available on a card
rack near the office. Please feel free to come to
the church and choose greeting cards. All
proceeds go to the youth at this time.

Sunday School Rally Day
We will kick off our Sunday School classes for the new
school year on Sunday, September 7. Please join us at
9:00 am. Registration information will be forth- coming.

Save the Date
Sunday, September 7, we as a congregation will participate
in the ELCA’s annual day of service, “God’s work. Our
hands.” This day is an opportunity for ELCA congregations
to reach out in their communities as God’s witness to
others. St Peter will have many opportunities to choose
from. We invite you to join in participating in “God’s Work.
Our Hands.” Sunday. On this day we will start with
worshiping the God who fills us with grace, mercy and love.
We will then be sent out to do God’s Work. We will also
have projects in the church basement and in our
community for people to participate in. Our Sunday School
children will be included. After the work we will come back
and enjoy a meal together. This is an opportunity to
nourish our bodies with food and our minds and spirits
with time together. Please, make the time and join us as
we live into doing God’s Work for our Community with
Our Hands...

~y
UPCOMING EVENTS

AUG NATIONAL PARK RADIO “Nd 7
13 |

SEPT ONLINE QUILT AUCTION
~— 15=21 BIDDING ENDS 7 PM SUNDAY

SEPT QUILT AUCTION: LIVE EVENT
20

OCT WILD DRIFTLESS RACE"
4  4-HOUR & 3-HOUR ADVENTURE RACE

OCT AUTUMN ODYSSEY" (ace 55¢)
13-15 SENIORRETREAT AT STONE CENTER

OCT DIRTY FEET RETREAT"
17-19 WNORHIGHRETREATATCANP

OCT VOLUNTEER WORK DAY
18 HELP CAMP GETREADY FORWINTER

DETAILS FOR ALL EVENTS: WWW.EWALU.ORG
*EVENTS THAT REQUIRE REGISTRATION
CAMP EWALU | 3 MILES WEST OF STRAWBERRY POINT, 1A | 563-933-4700

EWALU &

Camp & Retreat Center
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A

Denver, |A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648

www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

«AddressBlock»

2025 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
The Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow, Eve Pautsch, Paul Empie,
Jodi Heinemann
Executive Board: Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Jodi Heinemann

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Paul Empie, Steve
DeVries, Jim Moeller

Parish Education: Jodi Heinemann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller, Diann Curtis,

Nancy Lamos, Joyce Schimmels

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult
Stewardship: Eve Pautsch, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens

Youth & Family: Abby Roethler, Krista Olson, Jill Nuss, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger
Evangelism: ill Nuss, Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson




