St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
December 2024

Pastor Pedersen’s Points
A December Poem

‘Tis the month of December,

A time of Christmas joy,

A time of Santa, trees, and lights,
And, of course, Jesus, the baby boy.

Yet, as we look at the days to come,

There is no debating,

December in church is more about Advent,
The season of waiting.

We wait for more than just a new-born Savior,

For He has already been born.

As Christians today,

Itis faith in the crucified and risen Christ we have sworn.

Let us not forget what it means to wait for the Lord,
For soon Jesus could return.
Let us wait with joy and love for Jesus,

, For in His second coming pain, sorrow, and death will adjourn.
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gAgicorarhy: If it is not yet time by Christmas Eve,
Then we can dress in our finest Christmas attire.
We can fill up the church pews,
Singing our favorite hymns as if one choir.

We can hear of the glorious night Jesus was born,

And join in the words of Silent Night.
Sunday School Christmas Program, We can see all the candles burning,

. . . e
during worship, Sunday, December 15 Itis certainly quite the sight!
at 9:00 am Finally, we can wake up the next morning,

Full of Christmas cheer.
| do wish you a happy Advent and Christmas,
at 6:30 pm And a happy New Year!

Blue Christmas, Sunday, December 22,

Christmas Eve Worship,

Tuesday, December 24, 4:00 & 7:00 pm With love,
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen
No Christmas Day Worship




Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
*Volunteers needed —please sign-up online or contact the office

December 1 December 8 December 15 December 22 December 24 December 29
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday Tuesday Sunday
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am Christmas Eve 9:00 am
Sunday School 4 &7 pm
Christmas Program
Organist Sheryl Moeller | Sheryl Moeller | Amy Lockhart Amy Lockhart 4 pm Sheryl Amy Lockhart
Moeller
7 pm Amy
Lockhart
Acolytes Brody Brody Brody Sanderson TBD 4 pm TBD Garrett Wahl &
Sanderson & Sanderson & & TBD TBD
Marin Beenken TBD
Communion Morgan & Brody Brody Sanderson Morgan 4 pm Morgan & | Garrett Wahl &
Assistant Aubrey Roethler | Sanderson & & Pat Leonhart | Roethler & TBD Aubrey TBD
& Brody Sue Buss Roethler
Sanderson
Scripture Diann Curtis Susan Buss NA Ryan Pautsch 4 pm TBD TBD
Reader 7 pm Amy
Lockhart
Multimedia Todd Foelske Philip Michels TBD Philip Michels 4 pm Philip Todd Foelske
Michels
7pm TBD
Sound Larry Oltrogge | Alton Midthus Steve DeVries | Roxane Franzen 4 pm Larry Steve DeVries
System Oltrogge
7 pm Alton
Midthus
Sunday School NA TBD NA NA NA NA
Helper
Altar Guild Shirley Thurm, Mary Thurm, Marilyn Mueller, Phyllis Plaster
Usher/ Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Monte Nuehring
Greeters

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower

AA/Alanon

level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)

Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level (first&

fourth Tuesdays - round table format)

Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month. Anyone who
has an interest in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may be
dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly

open meeting.

From the Church Office

Friday of each month.

Check out the online church calendar. The link
is on the opening page of our website -
www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will
be able to see the activities scheduled for the year.
If you would like to add something to the calendar
please contact the office. 319-984-5648
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd




Community & Mission News

Meaningful Christmas Gifts

, Christmas is rapidly approaching
4 "* and no doubt, one of the things
o ‘ ~ ‘ . you will be thinking about is
S -~ holiday shopping. This year,
= "‘fq many people will be feeling the
£ e impact of the financial crunch
plus the'stress of already busy schedules and extra December
commitments. Perhaps the need to simplify seems even more
appealing when you consider all the time and money you
may be spending on Christmas gifts.

Do we need more “things” and more “stuff” to clutter and
complicate our lives? How would neighbors or friends feel
if you bought them a mosquito net for a family in a
malaria-prone area or six water jugs for ease in
transporting clean water? Would your children or
grandchildren find joy in knowing that a pig or goat was
given in their honor to a poverty- stricken family in Africa?

The Board of Mission would like to make a suggestion for
families to consider an alternate plan for sharing the spirit
of Christmas with others. You can make a meaningful
difference in your own personal lives and the lives of
those in need. Take a few moments to explore the Good
Gifts Catalog.

You may get a Good Gifts Catalog in the Friendship Room
or call 1-800-638-3522 for a copy to be sent to your home.

Christ’s love is a gift. Share it with others!!!

Helping Hands Clothing Closet
During this season of giving thanks we would like to thank
all of those who have made donations to the clothing
closet. Several groups including 4 H clubs, schools and
area churches have held clothing drives for the closet and
we have received wonderful donations. We also want to
thank our volunteers who give their time each month to
helping our clients. Every hour of donated time keeps the
closet running smoothly. In October we helped 452 clients
(224 children and 228 adults) with their clothing and
bedding needs. These clients came from 22 communities
throughout northeast lowa.
Anyone who needs help with their clothing or bedding
needs are welcome to come to the closet. We do not need
to meet income guidelines and we only ask new clients to
fill out a simple form with names of those they will get
clothing for. If you would like to volunteer we would love
to have you. Happy Thanksgiving Everyone!
Hours: 9:00 - 11:00 am Tuesday mornings, 6:30 -7:30 pm
Wednesday evenings, and 9:00 - 11:00 am the first Satur-
day of the month. Located at 2029 Viking Ave. Sumner, IA.
Carolyn Mohlis 319-279-3247 or carolyn.mohlis@gmail.com

Chemo Kits
We want to thank everyone who donated items or
money needed for Chemo Kits. We were able to
assemble 66 kits, of which 33 wet to Unity Point
Cancer Center and 33 to Mercy One Cancer Center.
Your generosity is so appreciated. I also want to
thank the ladies who helped organize the bags and
box them up—Marcia Ott, Diane Curtis, and Shirley
Thurm and an anonymous gentleman who helped
carry the boxes to my vehicle and assisted with
delivery:) Sue Buss, Mission Board

Noisy Offering:
The offerings collected during November and
December will be shared with the Salvation Army
and LSI. The Salvation Army meets human need
wherever, whenever, and however they can. By
assessing the needs of each community they
serve, by understanding the obstacles and
challenges. The Salvation Army builds local
programs designed to offer immediate relief,
short-term care and long-term growth in the
areas that will best benefit the community via
spiritual, physical and emotional services.

Lutheran Services in lowa (LSI) is one of lowa’s
largest nonprofit human service agencies. For
hundreds of families across Iowa, LSI is making

a difference. Thanks to the support of donors,
parents have access to early childhood education,
Iowans with disabilities are finding their
independence and children are receiving the
mental health care they need to thrive.

WELCA Schedule
WELCA General Meeting/Board Meeting, will
be Tuesday, December 10, at 9:00 am, in the
library. All women are welcome.

Mile Wide Magic
Denver's Old-Fashioned Christmas will be held
Saturday and Sunday, December 7 & 8. This is the
21styear for the event sponsored by The Denver
Betterment Committee! This
year's theme is "Mile Wide
Magic" Once again there will
be a gingerbread house
contest, place settings,
pictures with Santa, and of
course the Festival of Trees.
Make sure to check out St
Peter’s Christmas Tree!




December Birthdays &

Anniversaries

1
Dave & Jaime Leonhart

2
Jennifer Clayton

3
Dalton Brinkman

4
Lincoln Gustafson
Shirley Thurm
Burton & Sharon Diercks

5
Candi Nuehring
Gabe Witt
Kasey Wirtjes

6
Sharon Diercks
Cody Hougen
Linda Krueger
Megan Pedersen

7
Nathan Thurm

8
Jillian Clayton
Jaime Gienau
Ames Kuecker
Mia Leonhart
Linda Schult
Robert & Sharon Foelske

9
Lauren Carman
Darlys Milius

11
Holly Smith

12
Lynette Lahmann

13
Garrett Wahl

14
Ellie Brocka

15
Andrew Brown
Alexandra Swanson
David & Jo VanDeBerg

16
Cavin Newby

17
Sharon Robinson
Greg Thies

18
Emery Niemann

19
Melodie Foelske
Jack Niewoehner

20
Carolyn Becker

21
Tim Mueller

22
Jennifer Sawyer

23
Emma Haase
Morgan Smith

24
Jeremiah Kern
Alexander Oltmann

25
Breanna Sadler

26
Braven Beaumont
Jack Mixdorf
Greg Smith

27
Tom Lahmann
Bob Weston

28
Klair Heim
Kenny Lamb

Amy & Richard Mortenson

Tyler Nuss
Aubrey Roethler

29

Cassandra Vohsman

30
Monte Nuehring

31
Max Thrasher

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed
or listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions
or corrections. Thank You

Church News

Holiday Choir Practices
Our Holiday Christmas Choir will be singing
Christmas Eve at the 4:00 pm service. Practices
will be at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays, December 4, 11, 18.
This Christmas song is a lively West Indies Spiritual.
Please plan on joining. If wished, music can be
picked up for either choir from Mary Stevens.

Member Update
Peggy Smith has a new address at Bartels Lutheran
Community : Linden Place, 1802 5th Ave NW,
Apt 111, Waverly IA 50677.

E-giving through Vanco
This platform provides a

=& secure and user-friendly way
-Irl to give to our church online.

Veterans Day Program Appreciation
St Peter Sunday School, Thank you for thinking of
me and all Veterans. I enjoyed hearing you sing and
really liked taking pictures with you. Wayne Buss
Also, thank you for the cards.




Community & Mission News

BINGO
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset
Home every third Friday of the month. The next
Bingo day is Friday, December 20, at 10:00 am.
We're always looking for available bingo players;
the connection with the residents is special!
Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.

Christmas Poinsettias
We will be ordering poinsettias from
Hy-Vee floral for Christmas. You
may pick up an order sheet on the
information table outside the office;
place filled in sheet with a check for
$11.00 in the basket by December 6.

2
¥

Lutheran Church of Hope Neumann Auditorium, Waverly

West Des Moines Saturday, Dec. 7; 3 and 7:30 p.v
Friday, Dec. 6, 730 p.m Sunday, Dec. 8, 3 p.m.

TICKETS ON SALE STARTIN( s2ere Offering Envelopes
www.wartburg.edu/christmas or 319-352-8300 1 The 2025 Offering envelopes are available for pick
g A ey e up on the table outside the office, after December 3.
If your envelopes are missing, please let the office

know.

His Hands Food Pantry
Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. Suggested donations : Peanut butter, canned The Christmas Offering will go to
soups, canned vegetables, and Cereal. Open Tuesdays, Lutheran Disaster Relief
5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon. Lutheran Disaster Response share’s God’s hope,
October Statistics, Household Served-120. Individuals healing and renewal with people whose lives have
Served-339. Food Distributed-9,036 Ibs. been disrupted by disasters in the United States
Questions -319-638-4357 or Mary Burgart 563-920-3857. and around the world. When the dust settles and
Our latest donation on 11/5 was 306 lbs. (this total headlines change, they stat to provide ongoing
also included the generous donations from Brothers’ assistance to those in need.
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Blue Christmas
For some, 2024 has been filled with darkness. They may

have lost a loved one and are still mourning that loss. e .
Maybe they received a health diagnosis that is raising - A A 5
questions about the quality of their health going for- ’.. 3

ward. Some others might be dealing with a divorce or ' aﬁ"‘

shattered relationship or are concerned about their job 1. 5 i ¥y

situation or are experiencing financial hardships. d 54

Knowing that people in the community are dealing with i swai®

personal struggles to find joy during the holiday season, g& ™"

St. Peter Church will be having a “Blue Christmas” " {

service on the evening of Sunday, December 22 at

6:30pm. The purpose of the service is to serve as a

reminder to those of us who are struggling that God is

with them, that God loves them where they are, and

that the church community is here for them. All are

welcome to experience a service of tranquility and
peace, remembering that God is present for us.




Faith Formation

L
2024 §1. Peter (nfirmation (Jos

Affirmation of Baptism
Congratulations to our Confirmands! The 9th graders were
confirmed on October 27. Congratulations Danica Brinkman,
Isabelle Foelske, Tyler Nuss, Henry Pautsch, Miles Pautsch,
Aubrey Roethler and thank you to Pastor Reed.

Re-Do Cards
We have all occasion cards available on a card rack near
the office. Please feel free to come to the church and
choose greeting cards. All proceeds go to the youth
funds, at this time.

2024 Sunday School Dates

December 1 - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

December 8

December 15 - Christmas Program during church
- no Sunday School following.

December 22-NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

December 29-NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Please don't hesitate to reach out to a member
of the education team: Amy Oltmann, Jaime
Leonhart, Julie Gleason, Mandy Gesme, Bri
Drewelow

As a Sunday School Parent, please plan on
signing up online as a volunteer two times per
child that attends Sunday School. Your help is
necessary & greatly appreciated! While

the Leader will tell the bible story and lead the
crafts/activities, parent helpers can help redirect
kids that may be distracted, help with grabbing
materials if needed, assist with craft, and be a
helping hand, etc. Sign-up via the Worship
Servers Volunteer Sign-up http://
www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html on our
website. Along with a sign-up for treats for the
children under the Sunday School tab.
Grandparents, friends, confirmation & high
school students, congregation members are all
welcome to sign-up but it is expected the slots
be filled. The Education Team simply can not
continue without helpers.

sledding | Ar
Hot Chocalat

B SATURDAY, JAN. 18
1-4 PM


http://www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html
http://www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A

Denver, |A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648

www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

«AddressBlock»

2024 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
The Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Jackie Fober, Amy Oltmann, Jayson Gesme, Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Sara Sanderson,
Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow
Executive Board: Jill Nuss, Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Jayson Gesme, Steve
DeVries, Jim Moeller

Parish Education: Amy Oltmann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult, Kim Lamb
Stewardship: Jackie Fober, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens

Youth & Family: Eve Pautsch, Krista Olson, Sarah Sanderson, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger
Evangelism: Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson




