
 

 

 
 

 

Dear friends, 
 
At Christmas, we remember that the first to hear the good news were shepherds—
ordinary people, often overlooked, yet chosen to witness the miracle of Christ’s birth. 
The manger reminds us that God’s love is not reserved for the powerful or the perfect, 
but offered freely to all. 
 
In the straw and the stable, we see a God who comes close. A God who makes room for 
us—our joys, our burdens, our questions, and our hopes. Just as the shepherds found 
their place in the story, so do we. There is 
a place for you at the manger, and a place 
for you in worship this Christmas. 
 
Join us as we gather in candlelight and 
song to celebrate the birth of Christ at 
4:00pm or 7:00pm. Come and find your 
place in the story. Christ is born among 
us—let us rejoice together. 
 

In humble service, 
Pr. Reed Lee Pedersen 



 

 
      Worship & Music Server 

Sunday worship  - 9:00 am  
*Volunteers needed –please sign-up online or contact the office 

 December 7 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

December 14 
 Sunday 
9:00 am  

December 21 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

December 21 
Blue  

Christmas 
6:30 pm 

December 28 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

December 24 
Wednesday 

4:00 & 7:00 pm 

Organist Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart Amy Lockhart  Sheryl Moeller 4 pm Sheryl M 
7 pm Amy L 

Acolytes Morgan Roethler 
&  

Eden Driscoll 
Nichols 

Gus Asmus  Eden Driscoll 
Nichols 

 TBD 4 pm Luke S & 
Gus A 

7 pm TBD 

Communion  
Assistant 

Morgan Roethler 
Eden Driscoll 

Nichols 

Gus Asmus, 
Heather Asmus 
Melodie Foelske 

Eden Driscoll 
Nichols 

 TBD 4 pm Pat L & 
Gus A 

7 pm TBD 

Scripture  
Reader  

Amy Lockhart  Dory Frericks Amy Oltmann  TBD 4 pm Amy L 
7 pm Amy L 

Multimedia Nathan Asmus Philip Michels  Leah Homeister  Nathan Asmus 4 pm Todd F 
7 pm Roxane F 

Larry Oltrogge Steve DeVries Alton Midthus  Larry Oltrogge 4 pm Nathan A 
7 pm Steve D 

Altar Guild Staci Mueller, Anne Sickles, Nancy Lamos 

Usher/Greeters Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Monte Nuehring  

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in  
lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)   
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level  
(first & fourth Tuesdays - round  table format)   
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month.  Anyone  
who has an interest in or questions about the disease  
of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may  
be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the 
monthly open meeting.

  From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link 
is on the opening page of our  website - 
www.stpeterdenver.org.  
Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be 
able to see the activities scheduled for the year. If 
you would like to add something to the calendar please 
contact the office. 319-984-5648   
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am     
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd  
Friday of each month.  

Season of Generosity  
As you contemplate donations this holiday season, please keep St Peter in mind. Your contributions 
are needed for everything from special programs to basic operating expenses—both are deserving 
of your support. We thank you for your generosity this holiday season and in the year ahead. For the 
convenience of church members, we offer electronic giving. Contact the church office for more  
information. E-giving through Vanco provides a secure and user-friendly way to give to our church 
online.  



 

 

Community & Mission News  

His Hands Food Pantry  
His Hands Totals –for October: Individuals Served-
387, Families Served-129, Pounds of Food  
Distributed-8,244 lbs. Suggested Donations-soups, 
canned vegetables, egg noodles, jelly.   
Non food items: Kleenex, bar soap, toothpaste. 
Thank you for your continued support! 
Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm.  And Friday, 9:00 
am - noon. 

 

Advent Devotional 
Humble and Holy  
continues a centuries-old  
Christian tradition of 
setting aside time to pre-
pare for the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth and to  
anticipate his return.  
The Advent season of 
preparation then unfolds 
in the joy of the twelve 
days of Christmas and 
the day of Epiphany.  This devotional  
offers daily devotions for the first Sunday of Advent 
(November 30, 2025) through Epiphany (January 6, 
2026). The writers bring their unique voices and 
pastoral wisdom to these texts and offer the voices 
of other witnesses in the quotations they have  
chosen in the “To ponder” sections. The devotional 
also provides household blessings and prayers to 
enrich your preparations and celebrations during 
the Advent and Christmas seasons. We ordered a 
limited number of Advent Devotionals. You may pick 
one up on the  table outside the office.  

                             Meaningful Christmas Gifts  
Christmas is rapidly approaching  and no doubt, one of the 
things  you will be thinking about is  holiday shopping. This 
year,  many people will be feeling the impact of the financial 
crunch plus the stress of already busy schedules and extra 
December commitments. Perhaps the need to simplify 
seems even more appealing when you consider all the time 
and money you may be spending on Christmas gifts. 
 

Do we need more “things” and more “stuff” to clutter and  
complicate our lives? How would neighbors or friends feel  
if you bought them a mosquito net for a family in a  
malaria-prone area or six water jugs for ease in  
transporting clean water? Would your children or  
grandchildren find joy in knowing that a pig or goat was  
given in their honor to a poverty- stricken family in Africa? 
 

The Board of Mission would like to make a suggestion for  
families to consider an alternate plan for sharing the spirit  
of Christmas with others. You can make a meaningful  
difference in your own personal lives and the lives of  
those in need. Take a few moments to explore the Good  
Gifts Catalog.  
 

You may get a Good Gifts Catalog in the Friendship Room  
or call 1-800-638-3522 for a copy to be sent to your home. 
 

Christ’s love is a gift. Share it with others!!!  

Country Christmas 
Denver's Old-Fashioned  Christmas will be held 
Saturday and Sunday, December 6 & 7. This is the 
22nd year for the event sponsored by The Denver 
Betterment Committee! This 
year's theme is "Country 
Christmas" Once again there 
will be a gingerbread house 
contest, place settings,  
pictures with Santa, and of 
course the Festival of Trees.  
Make sure to check out St 
Peter’s Christmas Tree! 

Save the Date 
Ginger Bread House making competition for St 
Peter High School Youth, December 14! 



 

 

December Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Church News  

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed 
or listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions  

or corrections.  Thank You 

Christmas Poinsettias 
We will be ordering  poinsettias 
from Hy-Vee floral for Christmas. 
Cost $11.00  Deadline to  
order –December 7 

Christmas Choir Practices 
 

Our Holiday Christmas Choir will be singing on Christmas 
Eve at the 4:00 pm service. The practices will be at 7:00 
pm on Wednesdays, December 3, 10 and 17.  We will need 
all the singers we can get to make it sound blessed and 
wonderful.  Please join us. 

BINGO  
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset Home  
every third Friday of the month. The next  Bingo day is  
Friday, December 19,  at 10:00 am. We're always looking 
for available bingo players; Volunteers may contact  
Joyce Miller.  

Help Us Update Our Picture Board 
We would like all people attending St Peter to have their 
photo displayed on the “Stewards of God’s Love” board. 
You may email or drop off a photo at the office.  
Thank you! 

1 
Dave & Jaime Leonhart 

 

2 
Jennifer Clayton 

 

3 
Dalton Brinkman 

 

4 
Shirley Thurm 

Burton & Sharon Diercks 
 

5 
Gabe Witt 

Kasey Wirtjes 
 

6 
Sharon Diercks 
Cody Hougen 
Linda Krueger 

Megan Pedersen 
 

7 
Nathan Thurm 

 

8 
Jillian Clayton 
Jaime Gienau 

Ames Kuecker 
Mia Leonhart 
Linda Schult 

Robert & Sharon Foelske 
 

9 
Lauren Carman  

Darlys Milius 

 

11 
Holly Smith 

 

12 
Lynette Lahmann 

 

13 
Garrett Wahl  

 

14 
Benjamin Beckel  

Ellie Brocka  
 

15 
Andrew Brown 

Alexandra Swanson 
David & Jo VanDeBerg 

16 
Charlie Nuss 

 

17 
Sharon Robinson 

Greg Thies 
 

18 
Jill Everding  

Emery Niemann  
 

19 
Melodie Foelske 
Jack Niewoehner 

 

20 
Kay Becker 

 

21 
Tim Mueller 

 

22 
Jennifer Sawyer 

 

23 
Emma Haase  

Morgan Smith 
 

24 
Jeremiah Kern 

Alexander Oltmann 
 

25 
Breanna Sadler 

 

26 
Braven Beaumont  

Jack Mixdorf 
Greg Smith 

 

27 
Tom Lahmann 

Bob Weston 
 

28 
Klair Heim 

Amy & Richard Mortenson 
Tyler Nuss  

Aubrey Roethler 
 

29 
Cassandra Vohsman 

 

30 
Monte Nuehring 

 

31 
Max Thrasher 

Adult Sunday School 
Join us after worship for a new opportunity to grow in 
faith and fellowship. Adult Sunday School will meet in  
the front of the sanctuary from approximately 10:10–
11:00am. Led by retired pastor and congregation mem-
ber Richard Jebsen, each session will explore a mix of 
Bible study and theological topics—rooted in scripture,  
open to questions, and rich with insight. 

Grab a coffee, pick up a snack, and come ready to learn, 

reflect, and connect. All are welcome! 

Offering Envelopes 
The 2026 Offering envelopes are available for pick up 
on the table outside the office. If your envelopes are 
missing, please let the office know.  

Decorating St Peter Sanctuary 
Please join us Wednesday, December 3 at 9:00 am, as we 
put up the Christmas trees and decorate the church. For 
more information contact Sheryl Moeller.  



 

 

Community & Mission News  

Noisy Offering  
The November-December Noisy Offerings will be 
shared with Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI). LSI is one 
of Iowa’s largest non profit human services  
agencies.  Each year LSI strengthen Iowa families 
through a variety of programs, ranging from early 
childhood education to behavioral and mental health 
services . Our heart beats for the people we serve.  
We empower families and communities by recognizing 
and honoring the strengths and gifts of every  
individual.  

Clothing Closet 
October at the Helping Hands Clothing Closet was no 
different from any other, lots of families helped with 
quite a few new ones stopping in to meet clothing and 
bedding needs. We had a total of 89 families from all 
over northeast Iowa. If you are looking for donation 
suggestions we can use all youth sized clothing. 
From the tiniest preemie to those in size 16/18. There 
is room on the racks so if you have something the-
kiddos have outgrown and it is in pretty good shape, we 
would love to have it! any questions please contact Jodi 
Risse at 319 240 3752 or Carolyn Mohlis at 319 610 
7581, or  Hours: 9:00 - 11:00 
am Tuesday mornings, 6:30 –7:30 pm Wednesday  
evenings, and 9:00 - 11:00 am the first Saturday of the 

month. Located at 2029 Viking Ave. Sumner, IA.   

Veterans Day Program Appreciation  
Thank you, Sunday School Children, for 
me and all Veterans on Veteran’s Day. And thank  
you Paige and Emery for the cards you sent . It  
really makes the days better. Thank you, Wayne 

The Thanksgiving joint choir sounded wonderful at our 
Ecumenical Worship, on November 23. Thank you to the 
participants from both churches.  

The Christmas Offering will go to  
Lutheran Disaster Relief  

Lutheran Disaster Response share’s God’s hope,  
healing and renewal with people whose lives have 
been disrupted by disasters in the United States  
and around the world. When the dust settles and  
headlines change, they stat to provide ongoing  
assistance to those in need.  

Come to Camp Ewalu on Thursday, December 11, to hear 
speaker Kip Ladage, a self-taught outdoor/nature  
photographer and writer who lives in Bremer County,  
Iowa. He will present “Adventures Close to Home,” sharing 
images and stories of nature and the outdoors from not-so
-far-away places. 
Kip is a paddler and backpacker whose camera has  
captured many images of wildlife that you might  
not realize are in the area! As sometimes happens, “life” 
changes and Kip has learned to adapt to the unexpected 
while continuing his outdoor photography passion. All are 
welcome to this FREE event, and afternoon refreshments 
will be served. Plus, you'll be able to see the construction 
happening at Cedar Lodge! Come enjoy the trails at camp  
before or after the presentation, too.  
When: Thursday, December 11 
Time: 1:00 to 3:00 pm 
Where: Camp Ewalu's main site just west of  
Strawberry Point, in the Creation Center Chapel 
RSVP: Contact Ewalu's office at 563-933-4700 or of-
fice@ewalu.org, or go to www.Ewalu.org/Kip-Ladage.  
 

http://www.ewalu.org/Kip-Ladage?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWUY4czB0d09ncDVwUkFrenNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4UYLtXvi-3PfbRix_EtA-H9cBTNPfifYTR9V9tbO9yV1s3dCB9_0jrmBsa2Q_aem_fWELSRL_9jV7EDR7GB3E5w


 

 

Faith Formation  

2025-2026 Sunday School Themes 
 

December 7 - Christmas program run through   
December 14 -Christmas Program during church 
December 21 - Christmas 
December 28 - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
January 4, 2026 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Please don't hesitate to reach out to a member of the  
education team: Jacoba Jacobs, Jodi Heidemann, Julie 
Gleason, Mandy Gesme, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken 
 

As a Sunday School Parent, please plan on signing up 
online as a volunteer. Your help is necessary & greatly  
appreciated!  While the Leader will tell the bible story 
and lead the crafts/activities, parent helpers can help 
redirect kids that may be distracted, grab materials 
etc.  Sign-up via our website or contact a member of the 
Parish Ed team.  And don’t forget to  
follow us on Facebook.  

The progressive dinner party for the confirmation & high 
school students was enjoyed by all.  

Self-control was the fruit of the spirit that we focused on in 
Sunday School. Younger kids practiced controlling their 
breath. They also had the opportunity to control their 
sweet tooth by waiting to enjoy their marshmallows until 
after the Bible Story. Kids did great and it was a fun time! 

Sunday schoolers made poppies and talked about how 
they can be gentle with their hands and their words.  

Sunday schoolers sang a song for our Veterans .  
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2025 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

 The Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:   Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow, Eve Pautsch, Paul Empie,  
Jodi Heinemann, Abby Roethler   
 

Executive Board:  Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Jodi Heinemann 
 

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Paul Empie, Steve 
DeVries, Jim Moeller  
 

Parish Education: Jodi Heinemann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken   
 

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller, Diann Curtis, 
Nancy Lamos, Joyce Schimmels  
 

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult, Brittany 
Wagner 
 

Stewardship:  Eve Pautsch, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens  
 

Youth & Family: Abby Roethler, Krista Olson, Jill Nuss, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger  
 

Evangelism: Jill Nuss, Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle  
 

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson 

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A 
Denver, IA 50622 
Phone: 319-984-5648  
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org 
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114 
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