: St. Peter :

Christmas Eve Worship 7 \;¢heran Church Tldlngs
December 2015

Thursday, December 24

Christmas Eve Worship ~ 4 pm

Christmas Eve Worship ~ 7 pm BB Mathews
Candlelight Service ~ 11 pm

The Advent and Christmas seasons are filled with some of the most beautiful music of our faith. In this season filled
with music, our worship series Hark the Glad Sound focuses on the biblical songs of God’s people as they awaited the

Savior. Our worship services this season will reflect on three songs of God’s people as we prepare for Christ’s coming
among us as a baby in Bethlehem.

December Worship Schedule

Wednesday, Dec 2, St Peter Christmas Party ~ 6 pm

Blessing & Lighting of the Tree ~ 7 pm

Sunday, Dec 6, Worship ~ 9 am
Wednesday, Dec 9, Blue Christmas ~ 6:30 pm
Sunday, Dec 13, Sunday School Christmas Program ~ 9 am
Sunday, Dec 20, Worship ~ 9 am
Wednesday, Dec 24, Christmas Worship ~ 4,7 & 11 pm

Sunday, Dec 27, Carols & Lessons ~ 9 am

Week 1: The Song of Zechariah (Luke 1:67-79): Zechariah’s Song revealed that
his newborn son will be a prophet, sent to prepare the way of the
Lord, and the song serves as a melody of repentance for us.

Week 2: The Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55): Mary’s Song declares that the Lord
has remembered his covenant with us through his Son, making this a
melody of remembrance.

Week 3: Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program.

Week 4: The Song of the Angels (Luke 2:8-14): The Song of the Angels
announced with great joy the Good News of Christ’s birth, and echoes
through our lives today as a melody of rejoicing.




Worship & Music Server

Sunday worship - 9:00 am

*TBD = we still need volunteers *NA = not applicable

December 6 December 9 December 13 December 20 December 24 December 27
Sunday Blue Christmas | SS Christmas Program Sunday Christmas Eve Sunday
9 am Wednesday, Sunday 9 am Thursday 9 am
6:30 pm 9 am 4,7,11 pm
Communion TBD TBD TBD Kim Lamb TBD TBD
Assistants
Scripture James Jurgenson TBD NA Joyce Miller 4pm-Amy Lockhart TBD
Readers 7pm-Jim Franzen
11pm-TBD
Acolytes Abbi Austin Abbi Austin Bre Sadler Sam Lockhart TBD TBD
Sam Lockhart Lexi Lyons
Multimedia Lexi Lyons NA Chadron Beem Ryan Lockhart TBD TBD
Organist Sheila Mixdorf | Amy Lockhart | Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart 4pm-Sheryl M Sheryl Moeller
7pm-Sheila M
11pm-Amy L
Sound Steve DeVries TBD Harold Wente Roger Donaldson | 4pm-Gary Anfinson Larry Oltrogge
System 7pm-Alton Midthus
11pm-TBD
Video Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm Roger Thurm Trevor Thurm
Altar Guild Gretchen Syhre, Wendy Mohlis, Linda Krueger
Usher/Greeters Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Monte & Emmett Nuehring, Chuck & Trudy Essmann

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office
Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities

scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

AA/Alanon
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting:
Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting.

Reminder
The property & management, mission, evangelism, stewardship, worship & music, WELCA, mutual ministry board
minutes, Pastoral highlights and Council minutes are posted in the Friendship Room for your perusal.

Winter Weather Policy
We will not cancel worship due to inclement weather, but encourage you to stay home if that is safest for you.
Last year we updated the Sunday School policy and if it is decided that we need to cancel Sunday School due to

weather, it will be announced by 7:30 am that Sunday morning and posted on the St Peter Website home page,
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook, and KWWL.



6:00 pm Wednesday, December 2

We will be enjoying food, decorating the tree,
games and holiday cheer.

Everyone is invited to partake in the merriment.

7:00 pm Blessing & Lighting of the Christmas Tree

Sharing the Joy
This is the time of year when it fills hearts with joy to
share with others. You can do that by giving gifts to
residents at the Denver Sunset Home. Many of the
residents feel lonely and forgotten. By opening your
hearts with gratitude you can bring God's presence
into their lives. Any of the following items can be
donated before Christmas. There will be a table outside
the offices as a collection area.

Night Caps for women
Lip gloss

Mens after shave
Hand mirrors
"Gripper" socks

Neck pillows

Hair spray

Body wash and lotions

Thank you for your generosity. May the wonder of
Christmas and the love and peace it brings be with you
throughout the new year.

“silent Night”
Blue Christmas orship at St Peter
\Xednesday, December 9, 6:30 pm

This worship service is offered for those who are looking for a space
in the'midst of the Holiday rush to pause, remember, and pray.

The rich meaning behind the soothing tones of the'beloved hymn
“Silent Night” is captured throughout this prayerful candlelight
service as we come together to support one another at the foot of
the cross, at the side of the manger this Christmas season.

Christmas with Wartburg
Rejoice in the Living Water, Saturday, December 5, 3:00 and
7:30 pm, Sunday, December 6, 3:00 pm, Neumann Auditorium,
Wartburg College. Contact www.wartburg.edu/christmas or
319-352-8691 for tickets. Concert tickets: $16.50.

Wartburg College Holiday Shoppe
Holiday Shoppe, a program to help low income families
provide Christmas presents for their children, has been
offered by the Wartburg College social work program for
more than 25 years. It serves families all over Bremer County
who are referred through the lowa Department of Human
Services. Last year, Holiday Shoppe served 602 children from
249 families and our goal is to serve even more
children and families this Christmas. \
We will have a gift tree displayed in the J
Friendship Room through December 6.
Donors remove an ornament from the gift tree
and purchase a new unwrapped gift item(s)
appropriate for the age (infants through age
18) and gender represented. Tape ornament to
the gift and bring to the church.
Contact Joyce Miller, 984-5021, with questions.

'Tis the season for Lampost Theatre Co.'s annual Christmas

Dessert Theatre, a Cedar Valley tradition! This year,

Lampost is premiering a brand-new play, "Befana," a magical
musical for Christmas! Just when Befana's Christmas routine
doesn't quite hold the adventure it used to, she has a sudden
encounter with a mysterious boy running from an unknown
danger. As she attempts to nurse the boy back from his loss
of memory, Befana starts to regain hers. Soon a collision of
stories occurs as her past becomes more than life-like! There's
plenty of theatrical wonder in this heartwarming tale, all
pointing to the ultimate hope we have in the

Christmas message. "Befana” will run weekends Dec. 4-20.
Tickets are $18 and include dessert & coffee. For tickets or
more info, call 319-277-8034, or go to www.lampost.com.

an ancient legend
ipspires a musical
fairy folec...

e

@[zmthzaq @essenf Theatre
fickets & pfo: [arrz.post.corrz 219 2778034


http://www.lampost.com

1
Mildred Bonorden
Dave & Jaime Leonhart

2
Jennifer Clayton
Joel & Jane Teetzen

3
Dalton Brinkman
Julie Diercks
Lois Miller

4
Shirley Thurm
Burton & Sharon Diercks

5
Candi Nuehring
Casey Wirtjes

6
Sharon Diercks
Cody Hougen
Linda Krueger

7
Nathan Thurm

8
Jillian Clayton
Jaime Gienau
Mia Leonhart
Linda Schuldt
Robert & Sharon Foelske

9
Darlys Milius
Doug & Karen Schwebach

10
Alvina Koepke

11
Holly Smith

12
Lynette Renner

13
Samantha Gehrke
Pastor Ron Mathews

14
Ashley Williams
Brooks Meyer

15
Andrew Brown
Alexandra Swanson
Ryan Zimmermann
David & Jo VanDeberg

16
Art Kurtt

17
Sharon Robinson
Greg Thies

19
Elaine Dove
Melodie Foelske

20
Carolyn Becker

21
Tim Mueller
Frank & Roberta Merrill

22
Chad Lyons
Jennifer Sawyer
Herman & LaVonne Emkes

23
&) Emma Haase
Pl Holli Oberheu
: Morgan Smith
24

Jeremiah Kern

25
Breanna Sadler

26
Jack Mixdorf
Greg Smith

27
Tom Lahmann
Bob Weston

28
Klair Heim
Tyler Nuss
Dawn & David Lau
Amy & Richard Mortenson
Aubrey Roethler

29
Jennifer Ackerman
Cassandra Vohsman

30
Monte Nuehring

31
Max Thrasher

We apologize if your birthday or
anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify
the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

Offering Envelopes
Please stop by the information table outside the office to

pick up your 2016 offering

envelopes.

November Council Minutes Highlights
e Motion and approval to create a new account for solicited
funds for Piano and Organ Maintenance and Improvement.
e Motion and approval to create separate account for Vacation
Bible School.
e Pastor Ron will continue to support Anna on Mission Trip
planning, but will not attend the Mission Trip in 2016.
e Discussion on St. Peter By-Laws and forming a Board of
Financial Management.

Congratulations to our newest member, Bowen Maxwell Bullerman.
Baptized November 15, son of Katie & Andrew Bullerman.

Isabel Claire Gleason

| (pictured at left with
Pastor Ron) was
baptized November 22.
Isabel is the daughter of
Kurt & Julie Gleason.
We welcome her to the
St Peter family!

Scrip Gift Cards N 4
The Stewardship Board can help make your
Christmas shopping easier and you support St Peter
in doing so.
We now have gift cards that can be ordered through
the new St Peter Scrip program. There are many businesses
to choose from and St Peter gets a percentage of the gift cards
sold. Stop by the office or go to our website
(www.stpeterdenver.org) to get instructions on how to order
the gift cards online or have the office order for you.

Womenfest
The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!



Noisy Offering
Cedar Valley Friends of the Family’s safe shelter is a last
resort for victims of domestic and sexual abuse who are in
need of safety. Having this shelter as an option has
dramatically changed the lives of thousands of women and
children who have called it their “temporary home”. But it
has been over a decade since the Waverly facility was last
renovated, and since then, it has seen incredible wear and
tear. The shelter doors are coming off the hinges, windows
don’t open and close properly, and the roof is in need of a
partial replacement. Friends of the Family has been able to
secure $40,000 in grant funding from the lowa Northland
Regional Council of Governments to add bedspace in the
shelter and fix many issues that need attention. However, in
order to receive these funds, the agency needs to raise a
minimum of $12,000 to put towards the project.
Our “Noisy Offering” in November and December will be
designated to help get the shelter back to its beautiful
condition; a place where women and children fleeing violent
abuse can lay their heads at night knowing they are safe.

Backpack Program
Currently 11 students at Denver Schools are receiving
supplemental food through the NEIA Backpack Program
that the area churches support. St Peter is collecting
toothbrushes for the months of November & December, to
be included in the backpacks.

The Northeast lowa Food Bank
The Food Bank could use our volunteer help once a month.
We will be working with members of St Timothy’s Church,
Hudson. The upcoming date is December 5. The time slot
is 9-11 am. If you would like to help out, go to the
volunteer entrance at the Food Bank, 1605 Lafayette St,
Waterloo. You do not need to notify the Food Bank or St
Peter. Any questions, call Joyce Miller 984-5021.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, January 7. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).

Christmas Offerings
This year the special Christmas offering will go to
Lutheran Disaster Response. The disaster ministry of
the ELCA continues to help bring God's comfort,
healing and renewal to those affected by disasters.
When the dust settles and the headlines change,
LDR stays to provide ongoing assistance to those in
need, throughout the U.S. and around the world. What
a wonderful way to spread the Good News through
your generosity and compassion!

WELCA General Meeting
Saturday, December 12, 9 am
The meeting will be in the Friendship Room

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine

Ruth Circle

Next Meeting: No meeting in December

%
g [
-

%

Mary Circle
Next Meeting: TBD
Bible Study Leader: TBD
Hostess: TBD

Naomi Circle
Next Meeting: Sunday, December 6 at 10:15 am
Bible Study Leader: Carolee Oberheu

Serving Committee for December
Chairperson - Ruth Circle

Coffee - Men
Jennifer Clayton  Diann Curtis Sandra Sue Eick
Donna Hulsing Dori Jurgenson Tammy Maitland

Amity Mathews  Angie Meyer Joanne Milius
Sharon Mueller  Sarah Sanderson Helen Schumacher
Kerry Thies Shirley Thurm Nicole Valverde
Marilyn Wente

Luther World Relief Totals
Thank you to everyone who helped with making quilts
and kits. We sent the following to the Ingathering: 129
personal care Kkits, 61 school kits, 43 baby care kits, 8
fabric kits and 151 quilts! Well done ladies.

All Are Invited
WELCA'’s annual business meeting Saturday, December
12, from 9:00 - 10:00 AM. The main business at the
annual meeting is to elect officers for 2016 and review
and approve the Christmas gift list. Our program is
“Imagining an Advent lesson”, this year’s advent
devotional from the Gather magazine. It was written by
Valora Starr, the director for discipleship for Women of
the ELCA. We delve into Luke chapter 1 where the
angel Gabriel foretells the birth of Jesus and Mary’s visit
to Elisabeth. From the study, “The gift of imaging
allows us, like Mary, to see with our own hearts and
minds what God calls us to do. Although it’s rarely
exactly as we imagine, imagining gives us room to
accept our call and trust God, our partner, as we
journey together.”
Please join us for fellowship, our business meeting
and an inspiring Bible study. We will meet in the
Friendship Room.



Sunday School
Its beginning to feel a LOT like Christmas in Sunday
School!

Our Sunday School students and teachers have been plugging
away for a few weeks now to prepare for St. Peter’s
annual Christmas Pageant. Please mark your calendars
to join us in worship on Sunday, December 13th, at
9:00am as the children share the Christmas story with us!

THANK YOU to all of the parents and grandparents who
work hard to help the children practice at home, and
who bring the children to the extra rehearsals - your
time and effort are so appreciated! (Psst... If you
haven’t found it yet, you can see what songs your
students are singing, and find recordings to practice
those, on at http://www.stpeterdenver.org/christmas-
program-2015.html.) Another incredibly big THANK
YOU goes to Lisa Michels and Eve Pautsch, who are once
again coordinating our Christmas Pageant. These ladies
put a great deal of time and effort into coordinating the
parts for the children, organizing the rehearsals, and
making sure everything is ready to go by show time.

We also want to thank our children for their hard work
with the program. We are making up treat bags for
each of our performers that they will be given after the
pageant. Please consider signing up for some items to
be placed in the bag. To sign up, please talk to Roxane
in the church office, or through the link at the Sunday
School webpage.

A reminder that during November and October, the
offerings collected by our Sunday School children will
go towards the purchase of Christmas gifts for the
residents at the Denver Sunset Home. We are excited to
bless these individuals! Thank you for teaching your
children to give each week!

Please note that there will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on
December 20t or 27t due to the Christmas holiday.
We look forward to joining back with everyone on
January 3rd!

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals
Thursday, December 10 - 4:00-5:30 pm (1st-6th grade)
Saturday, December 12 - 1:00-3:00 pm (PreK-6th grade)
Sunday, December 13 - MS/HS Bell Choir please arrive

at 8:15am to rehearse one last time
#i% *PreK-6th graders please arrive by 8:30 am

High School Apple Festival
Pictured below are St Peter youth making apple cider, which
they shared with the congregation the following Sunday.

Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 20

Join us after worship for caroling
and fellowship. We will conclude
with refreshments in the lower
level of the church.

¥RERORBELR Y O FHETORELARx OB

High School Mission Trip
We are pleased to announce that the high school youth will
be going on a mission trip to Dallas, Texas, June 26—]July 1,
2016. There are still openings if any students would like to
join. Questions ? Contact Anna Johnson 319-984-5648 or

St Peter Youth (lnistmas Panty

Wednesday, December 16,
from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.
Join us for a

7th - 12th grade Christmas Party.
We|will be having snacks,

games, fellowship,
and a white elephant exchange!

Please Bring a gift that costs less
than $5 to exchange.

RSVP online or cdll the office, so we can
make sure we have enough
goodies for everyone.



http://www.stpeterdenver.org/christmas-program-2015.html
http://www.stpeterdenver.org/christmas-program-2015.html
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2015 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Steve DeVries, Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Steve DeVries, Jon Wolter, Philip Michels, Jeff Bales, Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart

Executive Board: President - Steve DeVries; Vice President -Doug Miller; Secretary - Philip Michels;

Treasurer -

Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,

Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart

Parish Education: Lisa Michels, Eve Pautsch, Amity Mathews

Worship & Music: Jeff Bales, Sheryl Moeller, Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller,

Nancy Lamos

Mission: Philip Michels, Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre

Stewardship: Jon Wolter, Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson

Youth & Family: Amy Lockhart, Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl

Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson

Mutual Ministry: Staci Mueller, Linda Krueger, Gene Leonhart, Ryan Pautsch, Julie Brinkman

Trust Fund Committee: Roxann Brown, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Becky Miller, Ryan Tucker




