
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

 St. Peter Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Tidings 

      December 2014 

            Rev. Ron Mathews 

 

December Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesday, Dec 3, St Peter Christmas Party ~ 6 pm 
                      Blessing & Lighting of the Tree~ 7 pm 
            Advent Bible Study ~ 7:30 pm 

 

Sunday, Dec 7, Worship ~ 9 am 
 

Wednesday, Dec 10, Advent Service ~ 6:30 pm 
                           Advent Bible Study ~ 7:30 pm 
 

Sunday, Dec 14, Sunday School Christmas Program~9 am 
                   Blue Christmas  ~ 5 pm   
 

Wednesday, Dec 17, Advent Service ~ 6:30 pm 
                                       Advent Bible Study ~ 7:30 pm 
 

Sunday, Dec 21, Worship ~ 9 am 
 

Wednesday, Dec 24, Christmas Worship ~ 4, 7 & 11 pm 
 

Sunday, Dec 28, Worship ~ 9 am  

 

Advent Reflections 
 

Waiting for Jesus in a Hurry-Up World.  Time is at a premium in 
our fast-paced lives.  Children (and adults too!) “can’t wait” for 
Christmas to arrive.  However, Advent is not meant to be a “to do” 
list to be accomplished by a deadline.  Instead, Advent cuts 
through the messages that say rush around, multitask, buy more 
and do more.  It is a season of expectation and transformation that 
opens our hearts to Jesus being born in our everyday world. 
Join Pastor Ron as we take a pause this season for round table  
conversations looking at the stories around the birth of Christ.  
 

Wednesday Advent Services  
December 10 & 17 from 6:30 - 7:15 pm in the lower level of the 
church.  All are invited to join the conversation.  For more active  
bodies, hands on activities about that week’s discussion topic will 
also be provided to help keep active minds engaged as we  
celebrate this Advent Season together as Christ’s children.  
 

Advent Bible Study 
Join Pastor Ron on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm,  December 3, 10, and 
17,  as we take a closer look at the Infancy Narratives of Jesus.   

Christmas Eve Schedule  
 Wednesday,  December 24: 
 Christmas Eve Worship ~ 4 pm 
 Christmas Eve Worship ~ 7 pm 
       Candlelight Service ~ 11 pm 



 

 

      Worship & Music Server 
  Saturday worship 5:30 pm    Sunday worship 9 am      

      *TBD = we still need volunteers    
 

 December 7 
Sunday 9 am  

December 14 
Sunday 9 am  

Blue Christmas 5 pm 

December 21 
Sunday 9 am  

December 24 
Christmas Eve  
4, 7, & 11 pm 

December 28 
Sunday 9 am  

Communion 
Assistants 

Hayden Arians Pat Leonhart-9am 
 

Hayden Arians Joyce Miller –4 pm 
TBD-7pm 

TBD 

Scripture 
Readers  

 

Dori Jurgenson  Julie Leisinger-9am 
Amy Lockhart-5pm 

Gene Leonhart TBD-4 pm 
Jim Franzen-7 pm 

TBD-11pm 

TBD 

Acolytes 
 

Jace Williams 
Josh Vauthier  

Breanna Sadler 
Lexi Lyons 

Sam Lockhart 
Chadron Beem 

TBD TBD 

Multimedia 
 

Chadron Beem Nick Mohlis –9am Jonathan  
Leisinger 

Jeff Bales– 4pm 
TBD-7pm 

Brandon Maitland 

Organist TBD Sheryl Moeller   Any Lockhart 
 

Sheryl Moeller-4 &7pm 
Amy Lockhart-11pm 

Amy Lockhart 

Sound 
System 

Gary Anfinson Harold Wente-9am 
Roger Donaldson-5pm 

Alton Midthus Larry Oltrogge-4pm 
Steve DeVries-7pm 

TBD-11pm 

Gary Anfinson  

Video Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm  Trevor Thurm 

Altar Guild Nancy Lamos, Karen Henniges, LaVonne Westendorf, LaVonne Emkes  

Usher/Greeters Gary & LaVonne Westnedorf, Monte & Emmett Nuehring, Chuck & Trudy Essmann  

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

     From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our  website - www.stpeterdenver.org.  

Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be able to see the activities  
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.  

 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the  Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month. 

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting:  
Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a 
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting. 

Community Coffee  
You’re invited to the Denver Sunset Home’s Community Coffee, the first Friday of each month at 10:00am.  Enjoy 
coffee, treats, and fellowship with our residents.  We hope to see you on December 5th for our next Community Coffee! 

Notes:  
-We need help setting up the Christmas tree on Monday, December 1, at 5:30 pm - contact Jim Moeller, 984-6063. 
-Also,  we will need help decorating the tree Tuesday, December 2, at 6:30 pm - contact Pastor Ron for details. 
-If you would like to sing in our St Peter Choir - contact Matthew Rector, 319-559-0190, for more information.  
- Job opening - Rental Property Manager  



 

 

Community 

His Hands Oran Food Pantry 
The food pantry served 64 households,  175 individuals, and 
dispersed 2952.6 pounds of food in October.   At this time of 
year we give thanks for all the blessings that God has given 
us.  Let us also find it in our hearts to share with the less  
fortunate.  It is the hope of the Food Pantry to be able to help 
make the holidays special to their clients by giving them a 
ham.  If you would like to help with this, please contact the  
pantry or Linda Ferguson. 319-638-4357 or 319-231-0262 
please leave a message and someone will call you back.  Your 
time is also a wonderful gift if you would like to volunteer at the 
pantry. Pictured below are some of our confirmands helping out 
at the Oran Food Pantry, during the November EPIC program.  

The Northeast Iowa Food Bank 
 The Food Bank could use our volunteer help once a month.  
We will be working with members of St Timothy’s Church,  
Hudson. The upcoming date is December 6. The time slot is 
9-11 am. If you would like to help out, go to the volunteer  
entrance at the Food Bank, 1605 Lafayette St, Waterloo. You do 
not need to notify the Food Bank or St Peter. Any questions, 
call Joyce Miller 984-5021.   

  Good Gifts Christmas Shopping 
Christmas is rapidly approaching and no doubt, one of the 
things you will be thinking about is holiday shopping. This 
year, many people will be feeling the impact of financial  
challenges plus the stress of already busy schedules and extra 
December commitments. Perhaps the need to simplify seems 
even more appealing when you consider all the time and 
money you may be expending on Christmas gifts. 
The Board of Mission would like to make a suggestion for  
families to consider as an alternate plan for sharing the spirit 
of Christmas with others. The ELCA has published a Good Gifts 
Catalog that features out-reach gifts. These are gifts filled with 
love and are impossible to wrap.  
You have the opportunity to make a meaningful difference in 
your own personal lives and the lives of those in need. Take a 
few moments to explore the catalog and discover the  
significant change your gifts can make. 
You may look at a Good Gifts Catalog in the Friendship Room 
or call 1-800-638-3522 for a copy to be sent to your home. 
Christ’s love is a gift. Share it with others!!! 

28th annual Wartburg College Holiday Shoppe 
Organized by the Wartburg College Social Work 
Department in partnership with the Iowa  
Department of Human Services, provides eligible 
families in Bremer County with Christmas gifts 
for their children.  It depends entirely on support 
from local businesses, churches, organizations, 
and individual donors. WELCA will be supporting 
the Holiday Shoppe again this year with a gift 
tree displayed in the Friendship Room.  Donors remove 
an ornament from the gift tree and purchase a new un-
wrapped gift item(s) appropriate for the age (infants 
through age 18) and gender represented.  
Donations will be delivered to  Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Waverly on December 7. 
The Holiday Shoppe entails collecting and distributing 
children’s gifts, winter clothing items, toiletries, and 
wrapping paper to invited families.  Last year over 200 
families, including over 400 children were served.  
Contact Joyce Miller, 984-5021, with questions.      

Blue Christmas  

Longing for Hope, Longing for God 

Sunday, December 14th  
5:00pm 

at St Peter  

We pray that you find 
solace, peace, and hope 

during this holiday season 

Near the darkest time of year, the winter solstice, we gather 
reverently, prayerfully, and hopefully before God to share the 
Word that shines light into the darkness of  despair, grief, and 
loneliness. We wish to invite anyone to attend who is in need or 
would like to support through prayer those who are struggling. 
This worship service is relaxed reverent, meaning come as you 
are as we come together to support one another at the foot of 
the cross and at the side of the manger this Christmas season. 

Gifts of Love  
As we approach the Christmas season of God’s gift to us in 
his son Jesus Christ we give to those on our heart with Gifts 
of Love. This year we remember 18 recipients. The Gifts of 
Love sacks are taken to people in nursing homes, those  
confined to their homes, those who have lost a family  
member in the past year, and those with special needs.  



 

 

December Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

Congregational News  

We apologize if your birthday or 
anniversary are not listed or 
listed incorrectly. Please notify 
the office with additions or  
corrections. Thank you.  

Congratulations to our newest member, Blaire Marie Larson, 
Baptized November 16, daughter of Josh & Laura Larson,  
sister of Brynnley.  

1 
Mildred Bonorden 

Dave & Jaime Leonhart 
 

2 
Jennifer Clayton 

Joel & Jane Teetzen 
 

3 
Dalton Brinkman 

Julie Diercks 
Lois Miller 

Dean & Laurie Bierschenk 
 

4 
Shirley Thurm 

Burton & Sharon Diercks 
 

5 
Candi Nuehring 
Casey Wirtjes 

 

6 
Sharon Diercks 
Cody Hougen 
Linda Krueger 

 

7 
Nathan Thurm 

8 
Jillian Clayton 
Jaime Gienau 
Mia Leonhart 
Linda Schuldt 

Robert & Sharon Foelske 
 

9 
Darlys Milius 

Doug & Karen Schwebach 
 

10 
Alvina Koepke 

 

11 
Holly Smith 

 

12 
Lynette Renner 

 

13 
Samantha Gehrke 

Pastor Ron Mathews 
 

14 
Ashley Williams 

Brooks Meyer 
 

15 
Andrew Brown 

Alexandra Swanson 
Ryan Zimmermann 

David & Jo VanDeberg 
 

16 
Art Kurtt 

 

17 
Sharon Robinson 

Greg Thies 
 

19 
Elaine Dove 

Melodie Foelske 
 

20 
Carolyn Becker 

 

21 
Tim Mueller 

Frank & Roberta Merrill 
 

22 
Chad Lyons 

Jennifer Sawyer 
Herman & LaVonne Emkes 

 

23 
Emma Haase  
Holli Oberheu 
Morgan Smith 

 

24 
Jeremiah Kern 

 

25 
Breanna Sadler 

 

26 
Jack Mixdorf 
Greg Smith 

 

27 
Tom Lahmann 

Bob Weston 
 

28 
Klair Heim 
Tyler Nuss 

Dawn & David Lau 
Amy & Richard Mortenson 

 

29 
Jennifer Ackerman 

Cassandra Vohsman 
 

30 
Monte Nuehring 

 

31 
Max Thrasher 

Weather and Church 
A reminder that worship at St Peter does not close for  
inclement weather. We do strongly advise you to use your 
best judgment; if it is safer for you to stay home, please do so.    

Mensfest  
Men's Fest is changing location. We will meet on  
Thursdays, beginning December  4th at 7:00 am at St.  
Peter for breakfast, coffee, and Bible Study. 

Stewardship Corner  
What? We just DID stewardship – why are we going to talk 
about that again? OK, good question. We often think of  
stewardship as ‘that thing we do in the fall to be sure we 
have enough money to operate the church for another year’, 
but in fact, stewardship has a much broader meaning. The 
word actually means ‘ taking care of’, and obviously there 
are many ways this can be applied. We can include things 
like ‘taking care of your family’, ‘taking care of the  
environment’, ‘helping with social justice in the world’, 
‘taking care of our faith’, and so on. The Stewardship Board 
will be emphasizing these different aspects of stewardship 
over the next few months, and that will be reflected in this 
part of the newsletter, so stay tuned! 



 

 

Women of the ELCA 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday, every 
other month at 6:30 pm.  
 

Next meeting: Thursday, January 7 (due to the holiday) 

If you know of someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl,  
please take one from the pew in the Friendship Room.   
Please make sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).  

Mission & Community  

WELCA Board Meeting 
Saturday, December 13 @ 9:00 am 

 

WELCA Bible Study Leaders   
Sunday, December 28 @ 10:15 am  

 
 

Ruth Circle 
Next Meeting: No meeting in December 

 

Mary Circle 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 3 at 1:30 pm  

In the library. 
Bible study leader: Pastor Ron 

 

Naomi Circle 
Next Meeting: Sunday, December 7 at 10:15 am  

Bible study leader: Carolee Oberheu 
 

Serving Committee for December  
Men - coffee 

Chairperson - Ruth Circle 
    

Jennifer Clayton      Diann Curtis                Sandra Sue Eick                          
Donna Hulsing         Dori Jurgenson Tammy Maitland          
Amity Mathews       Angie Meyer  Joanne Milius 
Sharon Mueller       Sarah Sanderson  Helen Schumacher 
Kerry Thies               Shirley Thurm  Marilyn Wente  

Noisy Offering  
Water to Thrive will be the  
recipient of our Noisy Offering 
for November and December.  
Water to Thrive is a faith-based non-profit dedicated to the 
mission of bringing clean, safe water to those who need it in 
rural Africa. They work with donors in the United States and 
implementing partners in Africa to bring lasting change. 

BackPack Program  
The Northeast Iowa Food Bank program is at 123 sites 
throughout NE Iowa and serves over 4,000 kids.  It was 
started due to the fact that some kids only received food at 
school and did not have anything to eat over the weekend.  
The bags of food are usually distributed to the kids every  
Friday so they have something to eat over the weekend.  We 
currently have 15 kids in the Denver Schools that receive a 
bag of food weekly.  We are able to add hygiene/toiletry items 
to the bags.  St. Paul  UCC and the Baptist Church collected 
items in addition to the items collected at St Peter. For the 
months of November & December  we are gathering soap (bar 
or liquid).  If you have any questions or would like to help 
distribute bags contact Bev Diercks at 319-279-3819.   

Christmas Offering 
This year the special Christmas offering will go to Lutheran 
Disaster Response.  The disaster ministry of the 
ELCA  continues to help bring God's comfort, healing and 
renewal to those affected by disasters. When the dust settles 
and the headlines change, LDR stays to provide ongoing  
assistance to those in need, throughout the U.S. and around 
the world. What a wonderful way to spread the Good News 
through your generosity and compassion!  

  Friendship Room Christmas Shopping  
Once again during the Christmas season, you’ll have an  
opportunity to purchase items in the Friendship Room 
made by “Women of Hope” in Nigeria. “Women of Hope” is a 
dynamic sewing program that provides income and dignity 
for women and orphans infected with and affected by HIV/
Aids. Mary Beth and Bayo, the ELCA missionary family St. 
Peter helps support, believe in equipping these women with 
skills so they can become independent and take care of 
their families. Your purchases will directly benefit these 
women and children. 

  LWR Quilts and Kits Totals  
The final tally for 2014 is as follows: 353 quilts, 74 school 
kits, 92 personal care kits, 74 baby care kits, 24 fabric kits 
and 37# of soap; packed and sent to LWR.  
Thank you to all that supported this ministry, well done! 

High School Mission Trip 
We are pleased to announce that the high school youth will 
be going on a mission trip to Jackson, Mississippi, June 20-
27, 2015. There are still openings if any students would like 
to join.  Questions ? Contact Jackie Fober 319-242-1128.  

Dear Friends at St Peter 
EWALU sent a thank you for the financial gift of $5,000, and 
penned: God Bless You! This gift was very timely for us as 
we are paying our first fill of the gas tanks. Thank you for 
keeping us warm.  A full copy of the letter is hanging on the 
bulletin board at the back of church.  

Quilt Tying  
After Christmas we will resume quilt tying. Beginning 
January 5 & 6. Mondays will be from 9 am to 3 pm and 
again in the evenings, 6:30-8:30 pm. And Tuesdays 
from 9 am to Noon. All are welcome.  

Prayer Shawl Recipient Thanks  
Renetta, thank you for making the beautiful prayer 
shawl that I was given by my sister-in-law. I fell in my 
home and broke my ankle requiring surgery. This gift 
has certainly lifted my spirits and reminds me there 
are still kind, giving and generous people in this 
world. I am grateful to you and your shawl ministry. 
God’s Blessing on you, Peggy Twait.  



 

 

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 
The confirmation students meet every Wednesday, the next 
classes will be: 
 

GIFT Worship, January 7 @ 6:30 pm; Prayer Mentors @ 7:30pm 
 

EPIC 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation, Jan. 14 @ 6:30 pm 
 

Family Bible Study, Jan. 21, Dinner @ 5:30 pm, Class @ 6:00 pm  
 

7th Grade Confirmation Classes - January 28 @ 6:30 pm  
8th Grade Confirmation Classes – January 28 @ 7:30 pm  

Worship Celebrations 
 

Wednesday, December 3 - Christmas Party @ 6:00 pm 

      - Blessing & Lighting of the Tree @ 7:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 10 - Advent Service @ 6:30 pm 
 

Sunday, December 14 - Sunday School Children’s  

                                              Christmas Program @ 9:00 am  
 

Sunday, December 14 - Blue Christmas @ 5:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 17 - Advent Service @ 6:30 pm 
 

Christmas Eve Worship, Wednesday, December 24:  

4:00 pm, 7:00 pm & 11:00 pm  

 

6th Grade Bible Study  
The next class will be January 7.  Held on the first Wednesday 
of the month, the Bible Study will be from 7:30-8:30 pm, for 
both students & parents,  in the center Sunday School  
classroom in the lower level of the church. 

Sunday School 
Christmas Program, Sunday, December 14, 9:00 am 

Christmas program practices, for 1st-6th grade only,  will be 
Wednesday, December 10, 4:00-5:30 pm and  

Saturday, December 13, 3:00-5:00 pm.  
Note: No Sunday School December 21 & 28  

Sunday School class will follow worship, at 10:15 am in the 
lower level of the church. We are currently looking for helpers 
in the Pre-K room & for the Christmas program, please contact 
Lisa Michels 319-427-2088, if you’d like to help.  

High School Youth Group 
Next meeting: December 10, 7:00 pm, at Josh & Laura Larson’s 
house, 1001 Donna St, Denver. Questions Call/text Laura or 
Josh 563-880-3688. 

St  Peter Christmas Party  
 

6:00 pm Wednesday, December 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We will be enjoying food, decorating the tree, games and 

holiday cheer. 

Everyone is invited to partake in the merriment.   

7:00 pm Blessing & Lighting of  the Christmas Tree  

Parish Ed and Youth & Family  

Christmas Caroling  
Please join us, Sunday, December 7, as we croon holiday songs 
to our shut-ins and the nursing home. Meet at the church by 
4:00 pm. Pizza supper will follow afterwards at the Denver 
Pizza Place.  Contact Jackie Fober with questions, 319-242-1128. 

Pictured below are a couple of the confirmation students 
helping at the Oran Food Pantry as part of their  

November EPIC program.  
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2014 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

Pastor Ron Mathews or Leah Homeister, Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:  Leah Homeister, Laura Larson, Kevin Smith, Ryan Lockhart,  Megan Smith, Steve DeVries, Marlys 
Krueger, Jon Wolter, Philip Michels  
 

Executive Board: President - Leah Homeister, Vice President -Megan Smith, Secretary - Ryan Lockhart;  
Treasurer - Laura Larson.  
 

Property & Management: Ryan Lockhart, Neil Hartman, Terry Miller, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight 
Diercks, Roxane Franzen 
 

Parish Education: Lisa Michels, Eve Pautsch  
 

Worship & Music: Steve DeVries, Sheryl Moeller, Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller,  
Nancy Lamos 
 

Mission: Philip Michels, Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Barb Klemp, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre 
 

Stewardship: Kevin Smith, Jon Wolter,  Helen Schumacher, Doug Miller, Dori Jurgenson  
 

Youth & Family: Laura Larson, Megan Smith, Leah Homeister, Jackie Fober  
 

Evangelism: Art Kurtt, Marlys Krueger  
 

Trust Fund Committee: Sandra Sue Eick, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Becky Miller, Ryan Tucker 
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