St. Peter Lutheran Church Tidings

February 2016 Rev. Ron Mathews

This season of Lent we will focus intently on what it
means for us to “bear fruit.” Colossians 3:12-17
describes what a life filled with the fruit of God looks
like. We begin on Ash Wednesday with the remem-
brance that we are dust and to dust we shall return. A
phrase that reminds us what our priorities ought to be
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Join us thig Lenten Season
Supper 5:30 pm  Holden Evening Worship 6:30 pm
(No supper Ash Wednesday)

FEBRUARY 10, ASH WEDNESDAY - LIVING A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST
FEBRUARY 17 - LIVING IN A HEART OF GOD

FEBRUARY 24 - LIVING IN FORGIVENESS

MARCH 2 - LIVING IN OF LOVE

MARCH 9 — LIVING IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST

MARCH 16 - LIVING IN THANKFULNESS

“‘Bear fruit,” says the letter to the Colossians, not as a burden but as our great joy.
As our roots go deeper into the word and we soak up God’s saving grace, we grow
and bear the fruit of living new lives in Christ - faith, forgiveness, healing, hope, joy,
and love. This fruit invites others to experience God’s love and sends the peace of
Christ into the world.” Bearing Fruit: devotions for Lent 2016 Copies of this Lenten
devotional are available on the information desk.




Worship & Music Server

Sunday worship - 9:00 am Lenten Services - 6:30 pm

We still need volunteers for February - Please call the office or go to our website to sign up

February 7 | February 10 | February 14 February 17 February 21 February 24 February 28
Sunday Ash Sunday Wednesday Sunday Wednesday Sunday
9 am Wednesday 9 am 6:30 pm 9 am 6:30 pm 9 am
6:30 pm Lent Lent
Communion Kim Lamb Kim Lamb Pat Leonhart Kim Lamb
Assistants
Scripture Joyce Miller Julie Leisinger Jim Jurgenson Sue Buss
Readers
Acolytes Morgan Smith Emma Haase Morgan Smith Lilah Skaar Alex
Emily Ruby Krabbenhoft
Multimedia Nick Mohlis Lexi Lyons Lexi Lyons Lexi Lyons
Organist Amy Lockhart Sheryl Sheryl Moeller | Sheryl Moeller | Amy Lockhart | Amy Lockhart | Sheryl Moeller
Moeller
Sound Larry Oltrogge Roger Steve DeVries | Gary Anfinson | Alton Midthus Larry Oltrogge | Roger Donaldson
System Donaldson
Video Trevor Thurm Roger Trevor Thurm NA Roger Thurm NA Roger Thurm
Thurm
Altar Guild Nancy Lamos, Karen Henniges, LaVonne Westendorf, LaVonne Emkes
Usher/ Joel & Joy Wolter family, Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Randy & Roxi Herman
Greeters

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.

From the Church Office
Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

AA/Alanon
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting:

Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a

loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting.

Reminder
The property & management, mission, evangelism, stewardship, worship & music, WELCA, mutual ministry board
minutes, Pastoral highlights and Council minutes are posted in the Friendship Room for your perusal.

Winter Weather Policy
We will not cancel worship due to inclement weather, but encourage you to stay home if that is safest for you.

Sunday School policy: if it is decided that we need to cancel Sunday School due to weather, it will be announced by
7:30 am that Sunday morning and posted on the St Peter Website home page, www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook, and KWWL.

Offering Envelopes
Please stop by the information table outside the office to pick up your 2016 offering envelopes.




Mission & Community

Your Voice Matters
Do you ever hear about big problems in this world and
feel helpless? Like you can’t make an impact? Human
welfare, environmental and political issues that seem
so massive and far away? Issues like:

Refugee quality of life

Water quality

Human trafficking

Racial disparity in the criminal justice system

Families in crisis

Today you can make a difference. Add your voice to
those of your fellow concerned sisters and brothers at
the Iowa State Capitol for Lutheran Day on the Hill
2016.

Lutheran Day on the Hill

Wednesday, February 17

9:30 a.m. - 2:15 p.m.

This event, sponsored by LSI and the three lowa
synods of the ELCA, is for anyone who wants to learn
more about citizen advocacy. For more information
got to www.Isiowa.org

Cedar Valley Hospice

Offers Assistance to Caregivers
If your loved one is on the Cedar Valley Hospice
program, respite care at the Hospice Home is an
option. Respite care is available at the Hospice Home
and all contracted hospitals, as a short-term stay of
three to five days. This is available to allow caregivers
a temporary break and time to relax. For more
information visit www.cvhospice.org or call
319.272.2002.

College Care Packages
We are gathering the addresses of our St Peter college
students to send care packages to them in April. Please
send your student’s address to the church office.

Noisy Offering
The January & February noisy offering will go to the
Salvation Army. Due to a weather event last month
we have scheduled Noisy Offering for the first
Sunday of the month . Grace Cole, a representative from
the Salvation Army will be our guest speaker, Feb 7.

Energy Assistance
Low income home energy assistance program is still
taking applications for energy assistance.
Contact Karen Henry, at Northeast lowa Community
Action Corporation, 563-382-9608 or the Bremer
county office 352-4532.

Gifts of Love
Thank you to the people who came out and gave me a
basket of goodies for the Gifts of Love. It was very kind
for you to come out here, | appreciate it very much.
Love Dixie

St. Peter Lutheran Church
Thank you for your 2015 donation of 353 pounds of food to
His Hands Food Pantry. Your support helps us provide food to
those who cannot afford to buy enough adequate nutrition for
their families. Because of your generosity, low income
families right here in our communities, receive food.
Thank you again from His Hands and from the people we
serve. Your support is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely, His Hands Food Pantry Board

His Hands Oran Food Pantry
Thank you for your continuing support during the past year.
December totals: 78 families served, 271 individuals served
and 5,811 lbs of food was distributed. February wish list:
paper towels, napkins, plastic wrap, sandwich bags, tin foil,
wax paper. Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00
am - noon. Questions? -319-638-4357.

Womenfest
The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Northeast lowa Food Bank
Please join us at the food bank to pack elderly nutrition
boxes. You do not need to notifying the food bank; there are
several groups there each week and we can just join in,
Next scheduled Saturday, is February 13, from 9-10:30 am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance at the Food Bank, 160
Lafayette St, Any questions, call Joyce Miller 984-5021.

NOSIY OFFERING THANKS!
The 2015 “Noisy Offerings” totaled $1860.75. The
following organizations benefited from your generosity:
Cedar Valley Friends of the Family in Waverly, Denver Cares
Easter meals, Denver Sunset Home, Clothes Closet at Buck
Creek Church, and New Life School in Guatemala. The bulletin
board outside the church offices will have the breakdowns as
to how much each organization received. Thanks for sharing
God’s love through your offerings!

Ave.
rry Point, 1A 52076
alu.org

5 A
EWALU Camp and Retreat information for 2016 is located on the
information table outside the office or on their website: ewalu.org


http://www.cvhospice.org

February Birthdays &

Anniversaries

Congregational News

2 16 January Council Minutes Highlights
Travis Ackerman Amy Lockhart e Approved donating $2,500 from the "Sharing with Our
Donpa Hulsing 17 Neighbors" fund to Catholic Worker House “Need More Room at
David Stevens Marilyn Bergmann the Inn” project.
Dennis Thurm
Angela Sadler e Approved 2016 Budget
3 Brody Sanderson e Approved Annual Meeting Agenda and Report
Bev Diercks 18 e Approved spending $70 from the Weber-Heidemann Fund
Hem.lan E_mkes Jessy & Janet Kern for Lent Sunday School Programming,
Janice Miller y e Approved proposal to suspend the Trust Fund Committee
4 19 for 2016 for a one year trial of new Committee of Financial
Jennifer Wirtjes ]a_rett Clayton Management; added to the Annual Meeting Agenda
Miranda Fober
5 el Julie Gleason Lincoln Michael Gustafson, son of Derek &
Tom Becke 20 Hether Gustafson, was baptized January 10.
Caryl Tjaden [l m |
Kara Bartels AR
6 Justin Elsamiller f"-‘ ‘ ' ‘l ',A
Dwight Diercks Joyce Miller =
Marci Kemp ; !
21
8 Luther Hougen
Jodie Koepke Cylee Liddle
Michael Milius John Upshaw
12 23
Pat Leonhart Abby Roethler
14 24
Jeff DeVries Jeremy Clayton
Zachary Kern James Kurtt
Chase Lyons
Duane Schuldt ) 25 Emilv Fl dD Carol
Marcia & Dennis Ott Lisa Michels mily Flory and Dave Carolan were
married January 2 at St Peter.
15 26
Teresa Diercks Rodney & Teresa Diercks
Robert & Tammy David Vanderberg
Weston 27
Greg & Kerry Thies

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

Quilt Tying
Please join us in the lower level of the church on
Mondays, 9 am -3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather,
use your own judgment. Quilts tied thus far - 53!

Scrip Gift Cards
We now have gift cards that can be ordered through
the new St Peter Scrip program. There are many
businesses to choose from and St Peter gets a
percentage of the gift cards sold. Stop by the office or
go to our website (www.stpeterdenver.org) to get -
instructions on how to order the gift cards online or We welcomed Samantha & Luke Thornton to St Peter, January 17.
have the office order for you.




Mission & Community

Women of the ELCA

Fleece Blankets
The Board of Mission will be collecting fleece blankets to
be taken to the Veterans Hospital in lowa City for
Valentine's Day. These blankets will be used by soldiers
returning to the states from active duty. Many of these
current military people will have lengthy and difficult
recuperations while aging veterans also have a host of
medical needs. A warm blanket will be a special reminder
of God's love and concern surrounding them from our
congregation. If you would rather make a monetary
contribution to this project, we will purchase blankets
with your donations. Please place your gifts on the table
outside the offices. Thanks!

Backpack Program
Currently 11 students at Denver Schools are receiving
supplemental food through the NEIA Backpack Program
that the area churches support. St Peter is collecting
lotion for the months of January & February, to be
included in the backpacks.

SHILLINGS for SUPER SUNDAY!
On Super Bowl Sunday, February 7th, the Board
of Mission will have three baskets set up in the
Friendship Room. One basket will represent the
NFC champ, another will represent the AFC
champ and the third basket will be for those
¥ « who, “Could Care Less”. The object is for
contributors to put donations into the basket
of the team they think will “win” the Super Bowl or to
contribute to the "who cares" basket. The designated
basket with the most total dollars will be the
“winner”. The ultimate winner will be the Salvation
Army who will receive the donated money!

a heart-warming blend
of comedy, music,
and chocolate!

Valentines variety show/and dessert!

Feb 12 « 7:30 pm
tks & info: 277.8034 or www.lampost.com

Celebrate Bold Women's Day W()men,m

sunday, February 28 EI.(:A@

WELCA Board Meeting
No meeting in February

WELCA Bible Study Leaders
Available in the Gather Magazine

Ruth Circle
Next Meeting: February 3, at 7 pm
Bible Study Leader: Sheryl Moeller
Hostess: Dori Jurgenson

Mary Circle
Next Meeting: February 3, at 1:30 pm
Bible Study Leader: Barb Klemp
Hostess: Carol Nystrom

Naomi Circle
Next Meeting: Sunday, February 7, at 10:15 am
Bible Study Leader: Caryl Tjaden

Serving Committee for February
Chairperson - Naomi Circle

Coffee - Men
Kari Anfinson Char Conway Audrey DeVries
Sherri Elsamiller  Ruth Fasse Janet Kern

Marlys Krueger Dixie Milius Janice Miller
Teresa Miller Trudie Rothmeyer Mary Ryan
Carol Thurm Caryl Tjaden Tammy Weston

Michelle Wolfensperger

WELCA Yearbook 2016
The books are printed and available on the
table outside the office. All families are
welcome to the Yearbook.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
every other month at 1:00 pm.
Next meeting: Thursday, March 3. If you know of
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take
one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please make
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).



Faith Formation

Fusion
Our 4t-6th graders had a great meeting in January. We
talked about forgiveness and studied Matthew 18:21-35.
During the season of Lent I've challenged the group to
complete 40 acts of kindness for others. Each student was
sent home with purple hands to documents their acts of
kindness and we will display them as they bring them back
on Sundays. Instead of giving something up for lent, the
challenge is to give something to others. I am excited to see
if the Fusion group can get to 40 acts of kindness!

Mission Trip
Switching gears to our high schoolers, this month the high
school mission trip group will be really busy with
fundraisers! We are doing our Super Bowl Soup and Sub
Sandwich fundraiser on February 7t and we will also be
serving Lenten meals on February 17th and February 24th,
We have 12 high school students that are preparing for the
mission trip to Dallas, Texas. We are also looking for two
more chaperones to join us! We will be leaving Saturday,
June 25t and returning Saturday, July 2nd. Please let Anna
know if you are interested in joining us!

Family Bible Study

Wednesday, February 34 6:00-7:30pm. This study is
interactive and engaging for 4th graders and older as it
dives deep into the core teachings of our faith, why they
matter, and how to apply them to our lives. Utilizing a
FAITH 5 format, this study is designed to not only help you
grow in your faith, but also to help you grow closer in faith
as a family.
7th Grade Confirmation -Not meeting during Lent
8th Grade Confirmation—Meeting after the

Wednesday, Lenten Services

Bells
Welcome our new Bell Choir director, Gail Sexton. Practice
starts February 1, at 6:30 pm, please contact Gail if you
are interested in joining or have questions, at
gsmsexton@gmail.com or call or text 319-231-3269.

Scout Sunday
Scout Sunday Observance Day will be Sunday, February 7.
We recognize the contributions of young people and adults
to Scouting and thank the St Peter Boy Scouts for their
participation in our service.

The gt of pragen i faith
\ The fuuit of faith io lose.
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) The fract of love éo venvice.

Mother Teresa

Sunday School
Let’s Learn About Lent!
Lent is early this year, and we are working hard in
Sunday School to get ready to dive into this important
part of our church year! On February 7, our students
will be learning all about the importance of Lent, as well
as an introduction to Ash Wednesday, in a special
Sunday School morning. It will be fun! Many of the
following weeks, using our SPARK curriculum, will also
focus on the stories that take place during the Lent/
Easter season.

Middle/High School class...

We have started a new unit with our Middle/High
School class that we will follow the rest of the year - the
New Testament! Each week we will use our Colaborate
video and lesson to learn about a different book of the
New Testament. Join us Sundays at 10:15am to learn
more about your Bible!

Memory Work...

All of our children have been working on Memory Work
or Learning Goals in their classrooms so far this

year. The 1st/2nd grade class is working on memorizing
the Lord’s Prayer, while the 3rd/4th grade class has been
talking about the 10 commandments, and will now try
to memorize them.

Our Offerings...

During the month of January, offerings were collected
to purchase items for the Cedar Valley Friends of the
Family’s Family Starter Kit program. Thank you for
teaching your children about generous giving this
month! During the month of February, our offerings
will go to support the ELCA’s “World Hunger-40 days of
Giving” campaign.

Thank you for continuing to share your children with us
as we learn more about our faith!

Amity Mathews Anna Johnson
schmmity418@yahoo.com anna@stpeterdenver.org
319.883.9084 515.520.017



http://www.stpeterdenver.org/uploads/1/4/0/1/14013060/learning_goals_syllabus_20152016_parent_copy.pdf
http://www.stpeterdenver.org/uploads/1/4/0/1/14013060/learning_goals_syllabus_20152016_parent_copy.pdf
http://173.255.130.88/cvfriendsofthefamily.org/?page_id=77
http://173.255.130.88/cvfriendsofthefamily.org/?page_id=77
mailto:schmamity418@yahoo.com
mailto:anna@stpeterdenver.org
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St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A
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www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
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2016 MINISTRY BOARDS

Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact

Pastor Ron Mathews or Doug Miller, Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Steve DeVries, Jon Wolter, Philip Michels, Jeff Bales, Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart,

Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch

Executive Board: President - Doug Miller; Vice President —Garland Krabbenhoft; Secretary - Philip Michels;

Treasurer - Steve DeVries

Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks,

Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart

Parish Education: Lisa Michels, Eve Pautsch, Amity Mathews

Worship & Music: Jeff Bales, Sheryl Moeller, Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller,

Nancy Lamos

Mission: Philip Michels, Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre
Stewardship: Jon Wolter, Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson

Youth & Family: Amy Lockhart, Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl

Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson

Mutual Ministry: Staci Mueller, Linda Krueger, Gene Leonhart, Ryan Pautsch, Julie Brinkman

20716 council and board members - thank you for your willingness to serve!




