
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Pastor Pedersen’s Points – Hearts and Scars 
 

Growing up, I tended to use the word “love” to describe food, video games, restaurants (also food), 
movies, and other activities, places, and things. It was not really a word I used to describe my relationship 
with others. As I got older, that changed. I learned what the word meant as I gained wonderful friends and 
the love of my life, Megan. I also learned what the word meant when my “loved ones” started passing away. 
In those cases, I learned about love by losing it. 

 
While in seminary, I went out to the Denver, Colorado area to be a chaplain at St. Anthony’s Hospital. 

It was a Tier 1 medical facility, which meant it saw a lot of people who were involved in serious, life-
threatening accidents. I spent a lot of time visiting patients and families who had to make some tough  
decisions. I saw a lot of death, and as the chaplain, my 23-year-old self was supposed to provide emotional 
and spiritual support. I was out of my depth, but with practice and experience, I left that hospital at the end 
of the summer as a confident and competent chaplain. 

 
Dealing with so much death caused me to ruminate on and ponder the heartbreak that comes with 

it. The best metaphor I came up with to imagine it for myself was hearts and scars. When someone we love 
passes away, it leaves a hole in our hearts. There is an emptiness, with no more present or future with that 
person. Nothing will replace that hole. People have tried to fill it with experiences, other people, places, or 
things, but that doesn't really work. The hole remains. The grief remains. The best-case scenario is that the 
hole can heal over and leave a scar to remember that person by. We hopefully can come to acceptance that 
our loved one has passed away. The scar reminds us of the pain of loss, but it also reminds us that the 
wound has healed to some extent. How do we get to that healing? We do this be realizing that their present 
and future is with Jesus Christ. 

 
St. Paul writes about grieving in his letter to the Thessalonians, “Brothers and sisters, we do not want 

you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who 
have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus 
those who have fallen asleep in him.” (1 Thes 4:13-14). 

 
              February is the month of love, most notably on February 14th, when we celebrate Valentine’s Day.  
It is a great month to celebrate with those we love, but it is also a  
time when many of us are reminded of the loved ones who  
are no longer with us. For those experiencing a great amount  
of grief, please know that your grief reflects the love you had  
for that person. The larger the hole in the heart, the larger the  
place that person had in it. Trusting that our loved ones rest  
in Jesus Christ, who died and rose again, we can lean into  
the promise that the holes and scars in our hearts will  
eventually be filled and healed again. 
 
To those reading this, I consider you dear loved ones.  
Blessings to you this February. May God’s love be felt in  
your hearts and may God’s love be felt through you to  
those you interact with. 

 



 

 
      Worship & Music Server 

Sunday worship  - 9:00 am  
*Volunteers needed –please sign-up online or contact the office 

 February 2 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

 

February 9 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

February 16 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

 

February 23 
Sunday 
9:00 am  

Organist Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller  Sheryl Moeller 

Acolytes Brody Wirtjes &  
Lily Frericks  

Brody Wirtjes &  
Lily Frericks 

Brody Wirtjes &  
Lily Frericks  

Brody Wirtjes &  
Lily Frericks 

Communion  
Assistant 

Brody Wirtjes &  
Lily Frericks  

Brody Wirtjes &  
Lily Frericks 

Morgan Roethler &  
Lily Frericks &  
Brody Wirtjes 

Morgan Roethler &  
Brody Wirtjes 

Scripture  
Reader  

Amy Lockhart  James Jurgenson Dory Frericks Sheryl Moeller 

Multimedia Philip Michels Todd Foelske Philip Michels Todd Foelske 

Larry Oltrogge Alton Midthus Steve DeVries  Roxane Franzen 

Lily Frericks  &  
Brody Wirtjes 

Brody Wirtjes &  
Lily Frericks  

Brody Wirtjes &  
Lily Frericks 

Brody Wirtjes &  
Lily Frericks 

Altar Guild Terrie Thurm, Lori Thurm, Mandy Gesme, Tricia Kurtz 

Usher/Greeters Gary & LaVonne Westendorf, Ryan & Eve Pautsch  

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower  
level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)   
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level (first & 
fourth Tuesdays - round  table format)   
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month.  Anyone who  
has an interest in or questions about the disease of  
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may be  
dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly 
open meeting.

  From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link 
is on the opening page of our  website - 
www.stpeterdenver.org.  
Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will 
be able to see the activities scheduled for the year. 
If you would like to add something to the calendar 
please contact the office. 319-984-5648   
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am     
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd  
Friday of each month.  



 

 

Community & Mission News  

NEIA Food Bank Donation  
A big thank you to all who donated monetary gifts in 

November for the Northeast Iowa Food Bank. St  
Peter's offering of $538 allows the Food Bank to  

purchase $5,380 worth of food.  
"For I was hungry and you gave me food!" Matthew 25   

You cared for those in need! 

Offering Statements  
Year End Contribution Statements were emailed to all 
members with listed emails, and paper copies mailed 
to those that do not have email addresses. If you would 
like a printed copy of your contribution statements for 
2024 please stop by the office or call. Thank you.  

Join us at Ewalu’s Creation Center and learn about Growing Hope Globally, a nonprofit organization that connects 
Christian organizations and rural communities to respond to food scarcity in developing countries. Mark Swanson,  
a regional director for Growing Hope Globally, will give a presentation from 1 to 3 p.m. along with area farmers from 
Seeds of Hope of Northeast Iowa. Swanson will speak about how the organization has served over 2.3 million people 
and helped them to grow lasting solutions to hunger. The event is free and open to the public; afternoon  
refreshments will be served. 
 
Founded in 1999 as Foods Resource Bank, Growing Hope Globally started in Ohio when a farming couple sought to 
fight world hunger by shipping corn from their fields to developing countries. They quickly learned shipping was too 
costly – nearly 15 times the cost of the grain itself – and would wreak havoc on local farmers and markets. They sat 
down with a handful of Christian organizations that fund and run international food security programs. Their unique 
solution: Use the proceeds from crops raised and sold in the U.S. to fund agricultural development programs  
overseas. The organization now works across the U.S. to link rural communities in helping developing countries grow 
lasting solutions to hunger. 
 
The whole community has the opportunity to get involved through Growing Projects. Farmers till the land or raise 
the animals while businesses, churches and individuals cover the input and land costs so that, when sold, the entire 
profit can be used to support the Growing Hope program(s) of their choice. With each one doing their part, the impact 
is multiplied beyond what any individual could do on their own. Growing Projects typically generate 4-5x the value of 
initial donations. 

Ewalu has had a long history of relationship with Growing Hope Globally, providing land for a local Growing Project 
that is raising money to help farmers in the developing world. The acres used to grow crops for the project are along 
the south border of Ewalu’s main site, just west of Strawberry Point. Local farmers plant and harvest the acres, and 
agribusiness supporters also help by extending favorable prices or by donating seed and fertilizer. Instead of  
shipping the harvested crop to hungry people, which is costly, the crop’s proceeds are donated to Growing Hope 
Globally to purchase grain, seeds, tools, and other resources near the area affected by hunger. Growing Hope Globally 
strives to supply the knowledge and materials people need to start feeding themselves. 

 

Save the Date  
Vacation Bible School will be Friday August 15, 2025! 
We will hold VBS at Ingawanis Adventure Camp 
again. More information will be made available as 
plans get underway.  



 

 

February Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Church News  

 
We apologize if your birthday or 

anniversary are not listed 
 or listed incorrectly. Please notify 

the office with additions  
or  corrections.  Thank You 

His Hands Food Pantry  
Serving families in the area that are experiencing food 
insecurity. Suggested donations : Waffle mix/syrup, 
canned soups, canned vegetables, peanut  
butter, cereal and with the cold weather personal  
hygiene—lotion, chapstick, Kleenex/tissues. Open 
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm.  And Friday, 9:00 am - noon. 
December Statistics, Household Served-100.  
Individuals Served-287. Food Distributed-7,922 lbs.  

Our latest donation on 1/07 was 320 lbs! (this to-
tal also included the generous donations from 
Brothers’ Market) 

BINGO  
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset Home 
every third Friday of the month. The next  Bingo day is  
Friday, February 21, at 10:00 am. We're always looking  
for available bingo players; the connection with the  
residents is special! Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.  

Annual Reports 
The 2024 Annual  
Reports of the  
Congregation are 
available on the table 
outside the office.  

2 
Donna Hulsing 
David Stevens 
Dennis Thurm 

 

3 
Bev Diercks 
Janice Miller 

 

4 
Jennifer Wirtjes 

 

5 
Tom Beckel 
Caryl Tjaden 

 

6 
Dwight Diercks 

 

8 
Gavin Carman 
Jodie Koepke 

Michael Milius 

 

12 
Pat Leonhart 

Harper Nabholz 

 

14 
Jeff DeVries 

Zachary Kern 
 

15 
Teresa Diercks 

Robert & Tammy  
Weston 

 

16 
Amy Lockhart 

 

17 
Marilyn Bergmann 

Angela Sadler 
Brody Sanderson 

 

18 
Jessy & Janet Kern 

 

19 
Jarett Clayton 
Julie Gleason 

 

20 
Kara Bartels 

Brianna Drewelow  
Joyce Miller 

 

21 
Luther Hougen 

Cylee Liddle 
John Upshaw 

 

23 
Abel Gienau 

Ariella Gienau  
Brian Nabholz  
Abby Roethler  

 

24 
Jeremy Clayton 

Liv Gesme 
James Kurtt 

 

25 
Lisa Michels 

 

26 
Rodney & Teresa Diercks 

David VanDeBerg 
 

27 
Greg & Kerry Thies 

 

28  
Mandy Gesme  

With Appreciation  
 

I am writing this on the 7th Month Anniversary of my fall 
breaking my femur in two places. After three surgeries it 
has been a long journey for both Roger and myself!  
The people of Denver and their generosity have been 
overwhelming; food, cards, texts, calls and prayers.  
Our St Peter family is wonderful, and we are so blessed 
to be part of it. Pastor Reed Lee Petersen has been kind, 
thoughtful, and generous with his time. I wish I could 
thank each and every one of you in person. But since 
that is impossible, yet at this time of my recovery, please 
accept my heartfelt thanks.  
I am so looking forward to the day I can join you at St 
Peter.  Love, Thanks, and Blessings,  Donna Donaldson 

High School Youth Event 
Save the date: the youth will be going  
Bowling, Sunday, March 2, planning to  
meet and leave the church at  
1:00 pm. More details to come.  

I would like to express my sincere thank you to 
the congregation of St Peters Church that  
offered their condolences by hugs, cards and  
memorial gifts at the time of my brother Keith's 
death. God bless all of you. Donna Kittle  



 

 

Community & Mission News  

Helping Hands Clothing Closet  
We had 204 client visits in December and a total of 3576 
client visits during 2024. This was an increase of 400 client 
visits from 2023. Our volunteers gave 616 documented 
hours of their time to helping our clients. We have winter 
coats, gloves, hats and boots on hand for anyone in need of  
winter clothing. Anyone is welcome to come to the closet 
for assistance with their needs. We ask a new client to fill 
out a simple form of whom they will get clothes for.  
Hours: 9:00 - 11:00 am Tuesday mornings, 6:30 –7:30 pm 
Wednesday evenings, and 9:00 - 11:00 am the first Satur-
day of the month. Located at 2029 Viking Ave. Sumner, IA.   
Carolyn  

Noisy Offering  
The January and February noisy offering will go to 
House of Hope, Waterloo, IA. House of Hope provides 
a home, a community, and a transformation for single 
mother families in homelessness and women ages  
18-24 who are out of foster care. With the many  
programs they offer, House of Hope is tried, tested, 
and proven with an 93% success rate. Let’s show  
our love and support to this nonprofit that is doing 
wonderful things in our community.  

Souper Bowl Sunday 

This is the time of year when people 
get really excited about their favorite 

football and basketball teams. Adults and kids are  
wearing clothes representing their favorite teams all  
winter. The BIG game, the Super Bowl, is on February 
9th!  The Board of Mission is planning the annual fun 
event  on Super Bowl  Sunday. You can wear any sports’ 
team clothing to church for a $5 donation for adults and  
a $1 donation for kids. That money will be given to the 
Salvation Army in Waterloo. A new twist was available 
two years ago for additional donations! There will be 
three buckets on the 9th labeled with the two  
participating teams and one labeled “I don’t care!”. Vote 
with your dollars!. Also, SOUPER BOWL will be happening 
throughout the month of  February.  You can bring cans of 
soup to church that will be shared with the Salvation  
Army. There are containers for the soup collection at the 
southeast entrance and outside Pastor’s office. Have fun, 
show your team spirit, and  best of all, help those in 
need!! 

Happy Birthday for a Friend 
Reminder of our ongoing Birthday Cake Project.   
Instead of buying gift for a friend's birthday,  
(who probably doesn’t need more stuff), consider  
Honoring them by putting together a Birthday 
Cake Kit for a child that otherwise may not  
receive one… 
Items for the birthday cake bags: 
1 cake mix 
1 tub of frosting 
1 box of candles 
1 pkg napkins 
1 pkg paper plates 
1 pkg cake decorations 
These bags can be placed on 
the shelves in the  
library and will be donated 
to the NEIA Food Bank. 

Holiday Shoppe Thank You 
Mary and Joyce are pictured below, loading up and 
delivering the Christmas gift donations for the Holiday 
Shoppe.  Thank you to everyone that bought gifts for 
the children of Bremer County.  

This Sunday School lesson was all about travel and 
Abram’s Call. The younger kids got to paint with cars 
and creatures , and explore items related to travel.  



 

 

Faith Formation  

2025 Sunday School Dates 
 

February 2  
February 9 
February 16 
February 23 
 

March 2 
March 9 
March 16 - Spring Break, No Sunday School 
March 23 - Spring Break, No Sunday School 
March 30 
 

April 6 
April 13 - Palm Sunday, No Sunday School 
April 20 - Easter, No Sunday School 
April 27 
 

May 4 - Last Day of Sunday School 
 
 

Please don't hesitate to reach out to a member  
of the education team: Amy Oltmann, Jaime 
Leonhart, Julie Gleason, Mandy Gesme, Bri 
Drewelow, Carrie Beenken. 
 

Sign-up via the Worship  
Servers Volunteer Sign-up http://
www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html  on our 
website.  Along with a sign-up for treats for the 
children under  the Sunday School tab.  
Grandparents, friends, confirmation & high 
school students, congregation members are all 
welcome to sign-up but it is expected the slots  
be filled.  The Education Team simply can not 
continue without helpers.   

Hi Sunday School Parents! 
Bible Check-in:  If there are any Kindergarten or 3rd Graders 
that have not received a bible this year and would like one, 
please let Roxane know by February 1st.   
 

Snacks:  All of our kiddos really enjoy receiving a snack  
during Sunday School.  If you are at all able and willing,  
please consider signing up to bring a snack on a Sunday or 
even just drop a box of snacks off in our Sunday School office.    
 

Sunday School Update: 
We are very excited to say that with the number of children 
that have been attending, we are going to go ahead and try to 
break the kids into at least 2 groups:  1) classroom for up to 
the 10 youngest students and then 2) the older group of  
students in the larger area.   We will still be meeting as a  
large group to say prayers, sing, etc., but hope to have a little 
more targeted group lessons and conversations.  However, in 
order for this format to be successful, we need your help!    
 

Please consider signing up as a Leader or Helper.  If a High 
Schooler wants to be a Leader or Helper, they are welcome!   
A member of the Ed Team is happy to sign off on their service.   

Sign Up Now for Best Summer  
Camp Pricing 

Ewalu summer camp registration is open for 
2025, and families can sign up now for the best 
availability and the best prices! Go to 
www.ewalu.org/summer-camp to see all the  
programs and to register. Ewalu also has  
Family Camp and Grandparent Camp! 
Ewalu's Early Discount pricing means $40 off 
for most full-week youth programs if you  
register before February 28. This year, new 
tiered pricing Discount as well. Call Diane at 
Ewalu for more information at 563-933-4700. 
Questions about pricing and registration? 
Please contact the Ewalu office at the phone 
number above or email camp@ewalu.org.  
 

You may pick up pamphlets on the table  
outside the office.  
Reminder: St Peter offers $300 per student to 
attend an ELCA Lutheran camp. Please contact 
the office for the campership.  

This Sunday School lesson was all about travel and Abram’s Call. The 
younger kids got to paint with cars and creatures , make altars and 
explore items related to travel. Thanks to our helpers for making the 
adventure a success.  

http://www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html
http://www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=dc33a26582&e=e64645987b
mailto:camp@ewalu.org?subject=&body=
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2025 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

 The Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:   Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow, Eve Pautsch, Paul Empie,  
Jodi Heinemann   
 

Executive Board:  Jill Nuss, Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson 
 

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Jayson Gesme, Steve 
DeVries, Jim Moeller  
 

Parish Education: Amy Oltmann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken   
 

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller 
 

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult 
 

Stewardship:  Jackie Fober, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens  
 

Youth & Family: Eve Pautsch, Krista Olson, Jill Nuss, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger  
 

Evangelism: Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle  
 

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson 

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A 
Denver, IA 50622 
Phone: 319-984-5648  
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org 
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114 
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