St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
January 2025

In her Christmas message Bishop Eaton reminds us that the message of Christmas is joy, not
happiness. Happiness is transient and humanmade. But joy given by God is deep and strong and
unshakable...Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified (Luke 2:8-9).

Night. A liminal time. A time when God sends messages and messengers to mortals. A time when nocturnal
predators are active. A time when, while the world is asleep, greater vigilance is required of those who keep
watch.

And here are these shepherds. Except for Mary and Joseph, they were the first to learn of Jesus’ birth.
Shepherds figure prominently in Scripture as metaphors for faithful leaders, good kings, compassionate
and brave. David was a shepherd boy called into God’s service. Jesus declared himself to be the Good
Shepherd. But in actuality, shepherding was hard and dangerous work, and shepherds were not considered
to be among the elite in society. Shepherds were an out-of-bounds people, living outside of the city, and a
little suspect. Why would the news of the birth of the king be announced to them?

What about Bethlehem? The prophet Micah called Bethlehem “one of the little clans of Judah” (Micah 5:2).
Even today, Bethlehem would not be counted among the world’s great cities. In 1950, Christians made up
86% of its population. Now they are under 10%. Its economy is based on tourism, which has been
decimated by the current conflict. Bethlehem is in the occupied West Bank, in a war zone.

To these terrified shepherds, literally sitting in the dark outside of Bethlehem, an obscure town in an
occupied province of the Roman Empire, God chose to reveal the birth of the Messiah. What on earth was
God thinking? Why not in Jerusalem? Why not in Herod’s palace? Why not in Rome, where the emperor
claimed to be soter, “savior.”

How does the angels’ announcement of the birth of the Messiah sound to people living in obscure places far
from the centers of power in indescribably difficult circumstances today? To those living in Gaza and
Ukraine, in Sudan, in the homes of immigrants in this country who fear deportation? To starving children
here and across the globe? How dare we wish them “Merry Christmas”?

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for see, | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord’” (Luke 2:10-11).
Joy. Not happiness that is transient and human-made, but joy, given by God, thatis deep and strong and
unshakable.

Joy is a sign of the reign of God. The root word for “joy” in Greek is the same as that for “grace.” “Gift” also
comes from the same root as does “thanks.” All of this points to the nature of true joy. It is gift. It is grace. It
is thanksgiving. Our word “eucharist,” a name for Holy Communion, ties this all together in the sacrament
where Jesus’ body is broken for us and Jesus’ blood is poured out for us. In the eucharist, Christ invades us
with God’s joy. We are intimately connected to the source of joy and grace in this gift.

Perhaps that is why, in the middle of the night, to terrified shepherds outside of a small town, God chose
to send the angels to announce the birth of Jesus. No distraction. No interference.

Just the simple, deep, profound gift of true and lasting joy. A joy that comes from God;

from the essence of God, depending only on God, that no earthly power can take away
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Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship -
*Volunteers needed —please sign-up online or contact the office

9:00 am

AA/Alanon
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower
level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level (first&
fourth Tuesdays - round table format)
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month. Anyone who
has an interest in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may be
dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly
open meeting.

January 5 January 12 January 19 January 26
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am
Organist Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart
Acolytes Lily Frericks & TBD Garrett Wahl & TBD Garrett Wahl & Brody
Lily Frericks Sanderson
Communion Morgan Roethler, Lily & Garrett Wahl & Morgan Roethler & TBD | Garrett Wahl & Brody
Assistant Dory Frericks Lily Frericks Sanderson
Scripture Dory Frericks TBD TBD TBD
Reader
Multimedia Philip Michels TBD Philip Michels TBD
Sound Larry Oltrogge Alton Midthus Steve DeVries Roxane Franzen
System
Sunday School Lily Frericks Garrett Wahl TBD Garrett Wahl
Helper
Altar Guild Diann Curtis, Janice Gienau, Carol Moon
Usher/Greeters Larry Oltrogge, Jon & Brenda Wolter, Brad & Jennifer Becker
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.
From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link
is on the opening page of our website -
www.stpeterdenver.org.

Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will
be able to see the activities scheduled for the year.
If you would like to add something to the calendar
please contact the office. 319-984-5648

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd
Friday of each month.




Community & Mission News

The Northeastern lowa Synod is Created to Be Connected. We are able do more ministry because
we work together. This 2024 Year-End Summary showcases some of the ways God is at work
through the Northeastern lowa Synod.

CREATED TO BE CONNECTED
Equipped to Lead
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% This year, 437 high schoolyouthsand <
adults from the Northeastern lowa
Synod attended the ELCA Youth
Gathering in New Orleans to deepen
their faith, learn new skills, and find
Inspiration to serve and lead in new
ways.

<+ More than 150 people attended the
Northeastern lowa Synod'’s first

Ministry Fair. Congregation members
were co-leaders and co-learners in

30 workshops on topics to share R
creative ministry ideas and

fellowship.
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With donor support, the synod <
developed a new Lay Ministry

Training program to give lay leaders

the tools and support they need

when congregations are without a
pastor or deacon. =

Congregational treasurers, council
presidents, call committees and

other lay leaders received

educational support, guidance, <
and coaching.
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Congregations who requested
assistance with renewal,
stewardship, mission statements,
evangelism, council retreats and
more were provided guidance and
leadership.

NATIONAL BLOOD DONOR MONTH

e

42,000

BLOOD COMPONENYS

ARE USED EV

Cenver/Readlyn Community
Bfcod Drz ve

100 Washingtr V Derne

Frldav, Januarv 10, 2025

9.00 AM -12.00 PM

S

Cal viat

(B0 YIUR KA

awareness about the critical
_ importance of blood
donation. Your decision to
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cb¢ Comuety Centet As we get ready to celebrate

Did you know that although Mile Wide
65% of Americans are eligible Magic
to donate blood, only 3% Thank you to
currently do? This statistic Holly Smith and
highlights the urgent need for | the Mission
more donors to help save Board for
lives in our communities. decorating the
St Peter
National Blood Donor Month Christmas tree
in January, we invite you to that was
join us in spreading displayed at

Fashioned

Denver’s Old

Christmas event.

at the ELCA Youth Leadership Summit.

Congregations received access to
safe ministry training for their staff
and volunteers, along with
guidance for addressing
misconduct situations.

Synod staff supported start-up
ministries and congregations
considering new ministry
partnerships or closing.

Congregations in transition were
guided through the call process,
compensation planning and
minister-in-training opportunities,
and offered ministry resources and
support.

donate or convince others And thank you
to do so can make a life-saving impact on patients in trauma, those to Gene for
battling cancer, and many others in need. transporting it to
A single blood donation can save multiple lives, and just a 1% increase | the church after
in blood donors across America could help alleviate shortages and the city's
save countless individuals. Together, we can make a difference and celebration.

give the gift of life.




January Birthdays &

Anniversaries

Church News

1
Ken Becker

2
Grant Pautsch

3
Stacie Beem

4
Charles Essmann

Heather Krabbenhoft

5
Gary Everding
Ethan Krabbenhoft

6
Dean Milius

15
Robert Gienau

16
Kaia Anfinson
Kenna Rothmeyer

17
Kari Anfinson
Warren Miller
Otis Niemann
Ruth Niemann
Rhonda Wilson

19
Calli Boeckmann
Tonia Thurm

Gifts of Love
A big thank you to Marilyn Mueller for coordinating
the gift bags that were delivered to St Peter members
that may need a little love this season. AND thank you
to the Sunday School children for decorating some of
the cards that were included. Marilyn put together 19
Gifts of Love bags this year.

Thank you for the Christmas sack of goodies. |
miss Denver and St Peter. Hope you have a nice
Christmas and a Blessed New Year! Peggy Smith

Mission Board/Gifts of Love, Thank you Linda for
bringing the St Peter bag of goodies. What a pleasant
surprise! God’s love for us extends through St Peter
members in various ways. Be not afraid —Christ is

Lauren Milius . 20 walking with us! Season’s greetings, Judy Gleason
Becky Miller Melissa Nabholz
Tony Schimmels Thank you for the Christmas treat bag. [ really
7 Mary Stevens appreciate it. Jeanette Coontz
Jill Thrasher 21
8 Hayden Arians Christmas Decorating
Dixie Milius 22 Thank you to the Welca ladies and spouses for
Miranda Thurm decorating the church for the Christmas season.
11 And thank you to the Krueger family for setting up
23 and taking down the nativity scene outside!
Colt Boeckmann Mark Gielau
Justice Gienau Floyd & Margaret Liddle Christmas decorations will be taken down January 7
Ryan Thurm after Womensfest; volunteers are welcome!
24
Walker112<rue or Mark Fober Offering Envelopes
& Brandon Smith The 2025 Offering envelopes are available for pick
Karen Place . i
25 up on the table outside the office.
13 Angela Diercks If your envelopes are missing, please let the office
Sue Flory Randy Herman know, or if you are new to us and would like some.
Anne Sickles Joy Schneider
Brody Weston
27 E-giving through Vanco
14 Jadyn Milius This platform provides a
Clayton Liddle 29 secure and user-friendly way
Tammy Weston Natalie Fober to give to our church online.
We apologize if your birthd 31
e apologize If your pir ay or
po.ogize .y Y Jeff Schumacher Annual Reports

anniversary are not listed
or listed incorrectly. Please notify
the office with additions

Ron & Carol Nystrom The reports for the 2024 Annual Report of the
Congregation are due January 10, for all the Boards

and committees that submit annual reports.

/(7\ Thank you.
[, S 4 .
(T ')).\ é)\ - Annual Meeting
S B - ! - - . . :
i - ' 9 ' —' X i“ Y gl Congregational Annual Meeting is the 26th of
¢ ’\ \ ' - u January, 10:15 am, (following worship). Please plan
" ¥ A ! to attend as we go over the business of the church.



Community & Mission News

Photo Backdrop available in the With Appreciation
Friendship Room. The Worship and Music Ministry Board wants to extend a

If anyone would like to use the Christmas scene for thank you to all who shared their musical talents this holiday
photos of family and/or friends, please feel free to season; the Bell Choir, the Christmas Choir, all soloists both
use the screen. Thank you to Sarah Sanderson for instrumental and vocal, pianists and organists, accompanists
setting up the festive photo op. We encourage and percussionists. .V\.Ihat a wond_erful blessing.and joy you
families to forward pictures to the office to update added to our worshiping and praising God. Again, thank you.

our directory.

His Hands Food Pantry
Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. Suggested donations : Waffle mix/syrup, canned
soups, canned vegetables, peanut butter, cereal and with the
cold weather personal hygiene—lotion, chapstick, Kleenex/
tissues. Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am -
noon. December Statistics, Household Served-100.
Individuals Served-287. Food Distributed-7,922 lbs.
Questions -319-638-4357 or Mary Burgart 563-920-3857.
Our latest donation on 12/10 was 446 lbs! (this total
also included the generous donations from Brothers’
Market)

Also a big thank you to Sarah for updating our
children’s activity bags, found at the back of
church. The kids and parents really appreciate it!!

The Christmas Offering will go to
Lutheran Disaster Relief
Lutheran Disaster Response share’s God’s hope, healing
and renewal with people whose lives have been disrupted
by disasters in the United States and around the world.
When the dust settles and headlines change, they stat to
provide ongoing assistance to those in need.

Noisy Offering
The January and February noisy offering will go to House
of Hope, Waterloo, IA. House of Hope provides a home, a
community, and a transformation for single mother
families in homelessness and women ages 18-24 who are
out of foster care. With the many programs they offer,
House of Hope is tried, tested, and proven with an 93%
success rate. Let's show our love and support to this non-
profit that is doing wonderful things in our community.

BINGO
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset Home
every third Friday of the month. The next Bingo day is
Friday, January 17, at 10:00 am. We're always looking
for available bingo players; the connection with the
residents is special! Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.

Council Members Sought
We are still looking for two members to serve on council.
If you are interested or have questions, please contact
Paul Meier or Jill Nuss. Usually the council meets on the
second Wednesday of the month at 6:45 pm, but this can
be revisited if needed to fit schedules. It is an interesting
and rewarding opportunity.




Faith Formation

Christmas Pageant Thank You
The Sunday School Christmas program was enjoyed by all. Our heart-
felt thank you to our wonderful Parish Ed team and all the volunteers
that assisted in The Story of the Jesse Tree.

2025 Sunday School Dates

January 5

January 12

January 19- NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
January 26

February 2

February 9

February 16

February 23

o

Please don't hesitate to reach out to a member

=

CREATED TO BE CONNECTED

Networked to Serve

it 2ift to the Nor

< The Northeastern lowa Synod
currently has 10 active networks full
of passionate volunteers called 10
focus on an area of intarest.

% Synod networks shared resources,
presanted workshops and hosted
engagement opportunities, such as
the Racial Justice Book Club event
and tha Global Church Together
Festival.

< In the past year, synod networks
provided 28 Hunger Ministry Grants
and coordinated disaster response,
including delivering 300 lood
buckets to the Westem lowa Synod.

% Networks gave youth ministry leaders
and families tools to help pass on the
faith, such as youth ministry webinars
and the Uving Faith at Home
newsletter,

Pheto: Pastor Kyle Barton and family loading flood
Buckets to dediver to flooded communitias in western lowa.

< The networks connected with our
companion synods through 2 synod-
sponsored group trip to Hungary and
an onling conversation with three
Namibian bishops.

4 The Northeastern lows Synod hosted
youth ministry events, Including
Created to be Connected, Pian-It,
snd Getting Ready for the ELCA Youth
Gathering.

CREATED TO BE CONNECTED
Called to Minister

< Onany given day, 30 Northeastern
lowa congregations are ready to calla
new pastor or deacon. Synod staff
walk congregations, candidates and
pastors through the call process,
sacure funding for seminary
scholarships, and help set up
alternstive on-site learning.

< In 2024, 11 pastors and deacons were
instalied in the Northeastern lowa
Synod. Eight brand new pastors and
deacons were ordained with many
serving In Northeastern lowa.

< The First Call Theological Education

program currently supports 11
rosterad ministers who are in their
first three years of ministry in this
synod.

< Rostered ministers recaived pastoral

care and gupport from the synod
through parsonal guidance and
annual gatherings, such as the Fall
Theological Conference and Spring
Day of Renewal.

Photo: ot Pastor R

S1. Peter Lutheran Church, Dubuque

< The Northeastarn lows Synod joined

11 other synods of ELCA Region 5to
offer a day of professional ethics and
boundarias training for all rostered
ministers,

< The synod offered reduced rates for

leaders to participate in the synod's
Coaching Ministry, Mental Health
Firat Aid Training, and other learning
opportunities.

of the education team: Amy Oltmann, Jaime
Leonhart, Julie Gleason, Mandy Gesme, Bri
Drewelow, Carrie Beenken, Abi O’Dell.

WELCOME ABI
We are happy to announce
the hire of our new
Children’s Ministry
Coordinator, Abi O’Dell.
Abi is a senior Religion
major at Wartburg College.
She will be working with
our Parish Ed team and
directing our Sunday
School program and other
areas of ministry as she is
able. This is a part-time
position, but as Amy O. can
attest, it’s full time work
providing a meaningful
program for our children.
Lets welcome Abi to St
Peter and support her
efforts.
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A

Denver, |A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648

www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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2025 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
The Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Jackie Fober, Amy Oltmann, Jayson Gesme, Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Sara Sanderson,
Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow
Executive Board: Jill Nuss, Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Jayson Gesme, Steve
DeVries, Jim Moeller

Parish Education: Amy Oltmann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken
Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult, Kim Lamb
Stewardship: Jackie Fober, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens

Youth & Family: Eve Pautsch, Krista Olson, Sarah Sanderson, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger
Evangelism: Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson




