St Peter
Lutheran Church Tidings

_, --ﬂ, July 2025
Freoi’l(llom Fre?gom Pastor Pedersen’s Points - Freedom and Faith
1 1 On the last Sunday of June, we hear from Paul’s letter to the Galatians:
Amenca ChrlSt “For freedom Christ has set us free.” (Galatians 5:1a) July is a month
Independence Sa.lvation within our calendar that clings closely to celebrating the birth of the United
Day States on July 4™. (Side Note: | also think of Christmas in July, butlam a
sucker for candy canes and the baby Jesus.) This is a patriotic holiday where
E we celebrate freedom. It is what our founding fathers fought for so bravely
during the Revolutionary War. It is what our military and those who bravely
__ serve in it seek to uphold. So, what is this freedom we so fervently venerate?
. How might Paul’s definition of our freedom in Christ in his letter to the
. Galatians compare to our modern definitions of freedom in America?
1. Freedom as Self-Expression vs. Freedom as Self-Giving
th a. Cultural View: Freedom is the ability for someone to do whatever
they want and express their desires and identity without restraint.
OfJuly $ b. Paul’s View (Galatians 5:13): You were called to freedom,
brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for
A .| self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another.

Conclusion: Freedom isn’t the absence of limits—it’s the capacity to love sacrificially.

2. Freedom as Autonomy vs. Freedom in Belonging
a. Cultural View: Free is about being subject to no one and obligated to nothing.
b. Paul’s View (Galatians 2:20): It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me...
Conclusion: True freedom is found in Christ. Being bound to Christ sets us free from
the tyranny of self.

3. Freedom from Authority vs. Freedom from Bondage

a. Cultural View: Freedom, as popularly imagined, is the unshackling from all external

authorities—political, spiritual, or traditional.

b. Paul’s View (Galatians 4:8-9): Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to
beings that by nature are not gods. Now, however, that you have come to know God, or
rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and beggarly elemental
spirits? How can you want to be enslaved to them again? Conclusion: Freedom is not about
the rejection of all authorities, but liberation from what enslaves the heart—sin.

Paul reframes freedom as a release from what dehumanizes us.

4. Freedom as Consumer Choice vs. Freedom as Spirit-Led Fruitfulness
a. Cultural View: Freedom is having endless options, the power to choose anything at any time.
b. Paul’s View (Galatians 5:22-23): The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.
Conclusion: The Spirit’s fruit emerges when freedom leads to virtue. It’s not about having
many choices but being shaped into someone who consistently chooses well.

Something to chew on this month! Also, | want to let you know the fruits of the spirit listed in
Galatians 5:22-23 is our theme for Vacation Bible School in August.




Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am

*Volunteers needed —please sign-up online or contact the office

July 6 July 13 July 20 July 27
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am
Organist Sheryl Moeller Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart Amy Lockhart
Acolytes
Communion Susan Buss Brenda Beaty Rater
Assistant
Scripture Susan Buss
Reader
Multimedia Philip Michels Leah Homeister Todd Foelske Andrew Wagner
Sound Nathan Asmus Alton Midthus Steve DeVries Larry Oltrogge
System
Altar Guild Shirley Thurm, Mary Thurm, Marilyn Mueller, Phyllis Plaster
Usher/Greeters TBD

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

We have many volunteer opportunities available
for our worship services, or providing cookies
for fellowship and various other Mission board

occasions. You can go to our website,
www.stpeterdenver.org, under volunteer, or by
calling/emailing the church office to sign up.
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E-giving through
Vanco. This platform
provides a secure and
user-friendly way to give
to our church online.
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From the Church Office
Check out the online church calendar. The link
is on the opening page of our website -
www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be
able to see the activities scheduled for the year. If
you would like to add something to the calendar please
contact the office. 319-984-5648
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd
Friday of each month.




Community & Mission News

A Recap of the 2025 Synod Assembly
Around 100 people attended the Friday night worship
service and reception at Fredsville Lutheran Church,
with the sermon by Pastor Lee Gable and music by the
Fredsville choir. The Fredsville congregation invited
everyone to explore their Danish heritage through
displays and homemade pastries.

Saturday’s activities at the Bien VenU Event center
opened with a morning prayer service, followed by
plenary sessions, keynote presentations, recognitions
and the closing worship service, with Bishop Kevin
Jones preaching.

Voting members adopted the following resolutions

and one memorial to take to the Churchwide

Assembly:

e Minimum Compensation Guidelines for 2026 &
2027

e Mission Goals for 2026/2027 and Synod Spending
Plan for 2027/2028

e Amendments to the Northeastern lowa Synod
Constitution

e Memorial calling for the churchwide organization
to take actions to address the legacies of this
church’s role in Indian Boarding Schools

In addition, voting members elected new members to
the Discipline Committee, Nominating Committee
and Synod Council, including Kate Stierman as Vice
President. Bishop Jones recognized pastors and
deacons who are new to the synod and thanked
outgoing synod council members for their service:
Rev. Matthew Agee, Julia Stierman, Deborah Tidwell,
David Voights and Linda Groe, who served as vice
president.

Everyone had an opportunity to visit displays hosted
by synod networks and partners in ministry.

BISHOP’S REPORT

In his report, Bishop Kevin Jones thanked everyone for

their time to attend and prepare for the assembly, for

their commitment to their congregations, for the ways
they live out their connections to Jesus Christ, and for
the worship opportunities and ministries they provide
to others.

Looking forward, Jones highlighted two areas he is

excited about:

e Arenewed emphasis on developing new gifts and
revenue streams to fund synod level ministry.

e Development of a Mission Table to oversee
disbursement of up to $70,000 per year in grants
approved by the Synod Council to help congrega-
tions develop new ministry projects.

“I want the synod to invest money in you and the
ministries you do,” Jones told the assembly.

Lastly, Jones shared about the renovation work

that has been done over the past year to upgrade the
synod office building. “Not only does this provide a
better place to meet and work, it also makes the
building more valuable if we should ever want to sell
it and move to a different synod office model.”

CHURCHWIDE REPORT

Aaron Shoppa, program director for ELCA Youth Minis-
try, brought greetings as the churchwide representative,
shared a video message from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton, and thanked the synod for its support in 2024:

e $383,989 given to the ELCA for Mission Support
e $172,451 for Lutheran Disaster Response

e $281,120 for ELCA World Hunger

Shoppa also gave an update about the 2027 ELCA Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis and shared about his work as
aresource and advocate for youth ministry leaders and
volunteers. Shoppa spoke about the importance of
mentorship to help youth find their identity, belonging
and purpose. He said that loneliness is the epidemic of
today, and youth who don’t have a mentorship with an
adult are more likely to feel loneliness.

“The church is the best place to help youth find a faithful
community where they belong and see their purpose.”

Shoppa emphasized that mentorship isn’t just one to
one; it can be a culture for the entire congregation where
adults are invested in their youth and know their names,
their struggles, and their hopes and dreams.

“One role model makes a significant difference; five or
more is an astounding difference,” he said.

Excerpt from - Northeastern lowa Synod - News & Announcements -
by Marcia Hahn.

BINGO
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset Home
every third Friday of the month. The next Bingo day is
Friday, July 18, at 10:00 am. We're always looking for
available bingo players; the connection with the resi-
dents is special! Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHJdcAB2G5U

July Birthdays &
Anniversaries

1
Susan Buss
David Mohlis
Jeff Williams
Charles & Sue Flory

2
Jim & Roxane Franzen
Adalyn Gleason
Ryan Lockhart
AJ. Tegtmeier

6
Barb Gielau
Michael Gienau

7
Jenna Haase
Emery Krueger
Norman Oberheu
Scott & Trudie Rothmeyer

8
Amy & Ryan Lockhart
Paul & Wanda Meier
Pete Niemann
Morgan Roethler
Jerry & Nancy Stoll

9
Rick Robinson

10
Linda Judas

11
Krista Olson

14
Leonta Elsamiller
Isabel Gleason

15
Parker Mueller
Mack Petersburg

16
Savannah Cross
Isaac Gleason
Judy Gleason
Sydney Krabbenhoft
Steve & Carol Moon

17
Tanya Haase

18
Luke Skaar

19
Phyllis Plaster

20
Danica Brinkman

21
Isabelle Foelske

23
Dory Frericks

24
Dylan Sickles

27
Korey Witt

28
Kevin Everding
Thomas Flory

Robert & Janice Gienau

29

Blair & Sarah Sanderson

31
William Lockhart

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank You

Church News

Newly Baptized
We welcome Taytem Paul Michael, son of Chalee & Jon
Michael, baptized on June 22. Your St Peter family
welcomes you into the body of Christ and into the
mission we share.
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Offering Statements
The mid year offering statements were emailed on June
26, and mailed to those we do not have email addresses
for. Please let the office know if you did not receive one.



Community & Mission News

Clothing Closet
First of all, some thank yous. The basement windows
were broken during the hail storm earlier this year and
we had to replace them. Thank you to St. John, Buck
Creek, for installing the new windows for us.
Also a big Thank You to WSR United Way. They have
helped us the past few years with funds for the heat and
electricity at the clothing closet. WSR United Way will
again provide funding for utilities in 2026. THANK YOU!
We have had several new families come to the clothing
closet this year and we are ready to help anyone with
their clothing needs. We also have bedding and towels.
Our needs at this time are for bath size towels, blankets
and Kkids clothes and shoes in new or gently used
condition. Thank you to all of our volunteers and those
who have made donations to Helping Hands Clothing
Closet. Hours: 9:00 - 11:00 am Tuesday mornings, 6:30 -
7:30 pm Wednesday evenings, and 9:00 - 11:00 am the
first Saturday of the month. Located at 2029 Viking Ave.
Sumner, IA.
Carolyn Mohlis 319-279-3247 or carolyn.mohlis@gmail.com

Love in the Glovebox
How do you respond when you see a homeless
person on the street corner? The Board of Mission is
suggesting a way for you to be prepared. Carrying small
items in your glovebox is an easy and special way to spread
God’s love. Could socks, gloves, small change,
personal care items, McDonald gift cards, and/or granola
bars, touch a neighbor in need? We may see the homeless/
under-employed down the road during the winter months.
We won't know their stories from the front seat
of our cars, but let’s try to resist judgment and instead,
empathize with their situations. The strangers we meet
are deserving of God'’s love and grace.
Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me. Matthew 25:40.

We enjoyed celebrating Rev. Richard & Joyce Jebsen’s
Vedding Anniversary and Pastor Richard’s 60th

Anniv sar. , Congratulations!

Noisy Offering
The designee for the July and August Noisy Offerings
will be lowa Heartland Habitat for Humanity. The
primary goal of Habitat for Humanity is to eliminate
substandard housing by providing affordable housing
opportunities for low-income families. This is achieved
by partnering with families to build or renovate simple,
decent, and affordable homes. Habitat also works to
revitalize neighborhoods and promote policies that
prioritize affordable housing. Jesus calls us to
respond through our actions and love to help those
who are poor.

£ Wmt for Humanity’ I

His Hands Food Pantry
Serving families in the area that are experiencing
food insecurity. Suggested donations: peanut butter,
oatmeal, macaroni & cheese, canned fruit, soups,
body washes/soaps, shampoo/conditioner, tooth-
paste. Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday,
9:00 am - noon. May Statistics, Household Served-113.
Individuals Served-318. Food Distributed-7,861 lbs.
Questions -319-638-4357 or Mary Burgart 563-920-3857.
Thank you to Midthus’ for delivering our donations of
65 Ibs. on June 3, to the pantry.

AA/Alanon
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in
lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level
(first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format)
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month. Anyone
who has an interest in or questions about the disease
of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may
be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the
monthly open meeting.

JREAST CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

A welcoming space for individuals affected by breas!
cancer to connect, share experiences and find
strength in community. Open to survivors, those
currently in treatment and caregivers,

r\/\lext meeting, Tuesday, July 8
[

X Second Tuesday of the Month
Tendrils Rooftop Garden (unless otherwise noted)
6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Contact Emily at (319) 352-4926 for more Information




Faith Formation

ST PETER
@5 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL.

FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT
FRIDAY, AUGUST L5

Welcome our New Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Jacoba Jacobs is a 4th-year (Senior) student at Wartburg
College, originally from Indianola, IA. She is pursuing a major
in Music Education and a minor in Worship Studies. Jacoba's
faith has been a major part of her life and has shaped her into
the person she is today. She is beyond excited to share in her
calling to children's ministry and teach the students about the
Good News!

Blessed by Books Box
The Blessing Box that was built and used during Covid for
food items for those in need, is no longer viable. It has been
converted into a "BLESSED BY BOOKS BOX". St Peter
members and community people are welcome and
encouraged to put children and adult books in the box for
other people to read and return. It will be like a mini drive-up
library in the north parking lot. What a wonderful way to
recycle books and provide literary food for the mind and soul!

Re-Do Cards
We have all occasion cards available on a card rack near
the office. Please feel free to come to the church and choose
greeting cards. All proceeds go to the youth at this time.

Resources Available

Christ in Our Home is located on the
table outside the office. Everyone is
welcome to the quarterly devotional
resource that encourages readers to
L ‘ live out their faith daily. Each reflective
| reading is accompanied by a scripture
|| reference and prayer for the day.
Large print copies are available, also.

VBS Registration is Now Open
Please visit our website www.stpeterdenver.org -
Family & Annc -Vacation Bible School ‘25.
VBS will be held on Friday, August 15 at Ingawanis
Adventure Camp again this year. We will need vol-
unteers to assist our Parish Ed board; the link to
sign up is on the same webpage. Thank you!

Womenfest
The ecumenical Bible Study gathers weekly
on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am in the
Friendship Room. All are welcome.

Mensfest
The men’s bible study group meets on
Wednesday mornings in the church
basement at 8:00 am, all are welcome.

THE STRENGTH OF COMMWITY

Join us for a day of fun & remembrance as we
connect youth ages 5-12 with others who have
expenenceo the death of a loved one.

%l,_ Weﬂ)ngsday, =5 ,r
A -3 p.m. iy || )
M' Che\kInQEOum ] IVAP

Hawkeyw Community College. Tama Had « 1501 £ Orange Rd., Waterioo
REGISTER ONLINE USING THE Of CODE OR CALL 719272 2002

« Games & activities focused on grief
* Opportunity for connection & support
* Honoring & remembering loved ones

PARENTS & GUARDIANS: joio us ot T pm. Jur o -
angeting with our grief experts (0 help support your yooth
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Register to Grief Deparcment by July 1 n:nmm'ﬁ
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A

Denver, |A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648

www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

«AddressBlock»

2025 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
The Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow, Eve Pautsch, Paul Empie,
Jodi Heinemann
Executive Board: Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Jodi Heinemann

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Paul Empie, Steve
DeVries, Jim Moeller

Parish Education: Jodi Heinemann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller, Diann Curtis,

Nancy Lamos, Joyce Schimmels

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult
Stewardship: Eve Pautsch, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens

Youth & Family: Abby Roethler, Krista Olson, Jill Nuss, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger
Evangelism: ill Nuss, Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson




