
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

 St. Peter  
    Lutheran Church Tidings 

July 2015 
Rev. Ron Mathews 

God’s Upside-down Kingdom  
A Group of 12 teenagers and 5 adult leaders headed to  
Wetumpka, AL, June 20-28.  The Mission Trip team is  
pictured at left prepping a trailer for painting. The picture 
above was taken during Boy’s and Girl’s Club. Our group  
was able to witness how their work was impacting the  
community & children, but were also a little surprised at 
how much love they received in return. They have been 
working and praying for God’s kingdom to come where  
there are places it still needs to.  

Mission Trip to Wetumpka, AL  

The Mission Trip  included a visit to the Rosa Parks Museum, in Montgomery, Alabama . 



 

 
      Worship & Music Server 

  Sunday worship  - 9:00 am      
      *TBD = we still need volunteers   *NA = not applicable   

 

 July 5 
Sunday  

9 am 

July 12 
Sunday 

9 am  

July 19 
Sunday  

9 am  
 

July 26 
Sunday 

9 am 

Communion 
Assistants 

TBD  TBD TBD TBD 

Scripture 
Readers  

Monte Neuhring  Diann Curtis  Jim Moeller  TBD 

Acolytes 
 

Marissa Leisinger Allison Maitland 
Brandon Maitland  

TBD Jace Williams  
Josh Vauthier  

Multimedia 
 

Jeff Bales  Johnathan  
Leisinger 

Leah Homeister Chadron Beem  

Organist Sheila Mixdorf Sheryl Moeller Matthew Rector  Amy Lockhart  

Sound 
System 

Larry Oltrogge Harold Wente Alton Midthus Steve DeVries  

Video Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm 

Altar Guild Nancy Lamos, Karen Henniges, LaVonne Westendorf, LaVonne Emkes  

Usher/Greeters Chuck & Trudy Essmann, Vera Collins, Bruce & Lori Thurm family, Blair & Sara Sanderson family 

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

     From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our  website - www.stpeterdenver.org.  

Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be able to see the activities  
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.  

 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the  Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday, every other month at 6:30 pm. Next meeting: Thursday, July 2. 
If you know of someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take one from the pew in the Friendship Room.  Please 
make sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).  

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting:  
Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a 
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting. 

Reminder 
The property & management, mission, evangelism, stewardship, worship & music, mutual ministry board minutes, Pas-
toral highlights  and council minutes are posted in the Friendship Room for your perusal.  



 

 

 

Mission & Community 

The Northeast Iowa Food Bank 
 The Food Bank could use our volunteer help once a month. 
We will be working with members of St Timothy’s Church, 
Hudson. The upcoming date is July 18. The time slot is  
9-11 am. If you would like to help out, go to the volunteer 
entrance at the Food Bank, 1605 Lafayette St, Waterloo.  
You do not need to notify the Food Bank or St Peter. Any 
questions, call Joyce Miller 984-5021.   

Farmers Market 
For all you foodies: the Denver Farmers  
Market will be starting Thursday, July 9,  
from 4-6 pm, located in the Denver Construction  
parking lot again this year.  

EWALU Camp Counselors  
Miranda Fober and Emma Frey will be  
serving as EWALU Camp Counselors this summer. If 
you have a moment, send them a line; they would 
love to receive mail!  Miranda and Emma will be  
sharing their faith in Jesus 
and ensuring that all campers 
are able to experience a rich 
and wonderful Christian  
fellowship.  
 

Address to  
Miranda Fober or Emma Frey 
at Camp EWALU, 37776 Alpha 
Ave, Strawberry Point, IA 
52076.  

 

Who: St Peter Congregation  

Date: Sunday, July 26 

Time: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Place: Willow Run Country Club Pool,  Denver 

A meal will be provided, bring a dish to share & drinks. 

Pool Party  

Cedar Valley Hospice Eucalyptus Tree Summer 
Grief Camp 

Tuesday, July 28, 10:00 am-3:30 pm, UAW Hall, 2615 
Washington St, Waterloo - This free camp is open to  
children in the community ages  6-12 who are grieving the 
death of a loved one. Children will learn about grief doing 
fun activities and will be able to share their story with 
other kids. All participants will receive lunch and a T-shirt. 
Adults are invited to attend a discussion group at 1:30 pm 
and join the children for a closing ceremony starting at 
2:30 pm. This camp is limited to the first 40 campers. 
Please call 319.272.2002 and ask for Stacy B. to register. 
Registration deadline is Thursday, July 2. 

THANK YOU to Denver Elementary School kids for donating 
all your end of the year supplies! Pictured above  
parishioners are sorting  the donations. Beneficiaries were:  
Sara, a teacher in an under-resourced school in MN, and  
children’s programming at EWALU Bible Camp and local 
schools. 

Picket Fence Challenge 
We are happy to report St Peter raised $1,685  in  
donations to purchase picket fence posts with “St Peter 
Church” engraved. The fence will be part of the new  
playground going in at City Park, across from the church. 
St Peter is blessed to be able to support its community! 

Music in the Park 
The mission board will be providing concessions for the 
free concert in City Park on Sunday, July 26, 8 pm. Come 
out and listen to the Michael Reed Band (Christian Rock).  



 

 

 

July Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Congregational News  

June Council Minutes Highlights 
 

 Elected Doug Miller to Vice President for the remainder 
 of  2015 

 Approved new budget line item requested by Anna for    
 new 4th-6th Grade Youth Group that is starting in August. 

 Approved using money from the General Fund for hand 
 bell repairs 

 Mutual Ministry has been formed and had their first  
 meeting in June and will meet monthly. 

 Discussed St. Peter's involvement in the Community  
 Playground Build happening in August.  
 Continued discussion on Study on Constitution and  
 By-laws.  Discussed the need to spend more time on  
 defining the vision in order to create the appropriate 
 Constitution and By-laws. 

With Appreciation 
We wish to express a Thank You to our St Peter family for your 
get well wishes following Joyce’s surgery. Whether it was a card, 
flowers, food, or a caring and prayerful thought, we truly  
appreciated the many acts of kindness. We know you will  
continue your prayers in the upcoming months. Terry & Joyce Miller 

Welcome to  St Peter, 
Amelia Johnson, daughter 
of Anna & Paul Johnson, 
who was baptized May 31. 

Congratulations to Lucas & Samantha 
(Elsbernd) Thornton, married , May 30, 
at St Peter. 

William Richards is our newest baptized member, he is pictured 
above with his parents and sponsors after his June 7 baptism .  

1 
Susan Buss 

Noah Isaacson 
David Mohlis 
Jeff Williams 

Charles & Sue Flory  
 

2 
Adalyn Gleason 
Ryan Lockhart 
A.J. Tegtmeier 

Neal & Tonia Thurm 
 

3 
Arlene Heineman 

 

5 
Beverly Edgar 

Richard Gehrke 
Fritz Tegtmeier 

 

6 
Barb Gielau 

Michael Gienau 
 

7 
Jenna Haase 

Norman Oberheu 
Mike & Teresa Isaacson 

Scott & Trudie Rothmeyer 
 

8 
Amy & Ryan Lockhart 
Paul & Wanda Meier 

 

9 
Rick Robinson 

 

10 
Matthew Langner  

 

11 
Christopher Milius 

Mark & Holli Oberheu 

 

12 
Brent Smith 

Chad & Leslie Lyons 
 

14 
Leonta Elsamiller 

Allen Hennings 
 

15 
Parker Mueller 
Kayla Tucker 

 

16 
DeWayne Fasse 

Judy Gleason 
Sydney Krabbenhoft  

William Tjaden 
Pastor Ron & Amity Mathews 

Steve & Carol Moon 
Dorothy Silber  

17 
Tanya Haase 

 

18 
Chase Shedenhelm 

 

19 
Chase Ackerman 

Logan Meyer 
Phyllis Plaster 
Kristina Smith  

Gretchen Syhre 
 

20 
Dancia Brinkman 
Ronn Elsamiller 

Madison Greenley 
Leslie Lyons 

 

21 
Isabelle Foelske 
Courtney Steege 

 

24 
Eric Foelske 

Sam & Peggy Smith  
Dylan Sickles  

 

25 
Kerri Bottema 

Derek Gustafson 
 

26 
Thomas Stevens 

Mark & Marilyn Huber 
 

27 
Roxann Brown 
Avery Mathews  

 

28 
Kevin Everding 
Thomas Flory 

Karen Henniges 
Viola Kurtt 

Robert & Janice Gienau 
Griffin Tucker 

 

29 
Blair & Sarah Sanderson 

 

30 
Rollis Jensen 

Mark Oberheu 
 

31 
William Lockhart 
Jeremy Langner 

 
 

We apologize if your birthday or 
anniversary are not listed or listed 
incorrectly. Please notify the office 
with additions or  corrections.   
Thank You 



 

 

 

Women of the ELCA 

Mission & Community  

His Hands Oran Food Pantry 
During the month of May the Pantry served 66 households 
and 185 individuals.  They dispersed 3,840 pounds of 
food.  Thank-you to those who have donated during the 
month.  If and when you have extra produce, please keep 
the pantry in mind.  The Pantry was fortunate in being able 
to get a grant to put towards the purchase of a large  
refrigerator so they have space to store perishable food 
items.  During the summer months they like to keep on the 
shelves picnic items of:  paper plates, napkins, foil and  
plastic wrap, kool-aide, lemon-aide mixes, jell-o,  
 marshmallows and graham crackers.  If you have some time 
to volunteer, they take those donations too!  Have a fun  
summer. Call the Pantry : 319-638-4357 please leave a  
message or call Linda :319-231-0262.   
 
St Peter’s food donations for last month weighed in at 
101.3 lbs., thanks to Staci, Parker & Peyton for delivering 
the goods.  

WELCA Board Meeting 
No meeting in July 

 

WELCA Bible Study Leaders   
No meeting in July 

 

Ruth Circle 
Next Meeting: no meeting in July 

 

Mary Circle 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, July 1 at 1:30 pm  

Work Day  
Hostess: TBD 

 

Naomi Circle 
Next Meeting: no meeting in July 

 

Serving Committee for July 
Chairperson - Naomi Circle 

 

Kara Bartels  Esther Canfield Nancy Dryer 
Leonta Elsamiller  Lynn Gielau Carrie Gleason  
Julie Gleason  Tamara Hougen Tricia Kurtz 
Carol Liddle  Staci Mueller Karen Place  
Mary Satterthwaite  Jane Teetzen   Michelle Steffe       

Noisy Offering 
The July & August  Noisy Offering will go to support Helping 
Hands Clothing Closet. This nonprofit organization provides 
FREE, gently-used clothing, shoes, hats, gloves, coats,  
blankets, sheets, and towels for those in need.  They  
currently serve about 90 people per month and are located 
across from St. John, Buck Creek Rural Sumner.  Their  
service area is mainly Bremer county towns, but they also 
help people from surrounding counties.   

Extra Gather Magazines 
Extra copies of the Gather magazine for the current 
month can be found in the WELCA Mailbox in the room 
near the organ. Old copies will be placed on the table  
outside the office. All are welcome to enjoy this resource.  

Shine Up Those Tractors & Help Feed the Hungry!  
 His Hands Food Pantry (Oran) will be the beneficiary of  
proceeds from a Tractorcade on July 11.  Registration begins 
at 7:30am, and tractors will leave (rain or shine) at 8:30am 
from St. Peter Lutheran in Oran.  Participants will enjoy a 31 
mile ride in the morning and return to Oran for lunch, which 
is provided.  $25 donation per tractor requested. Contact 
Kyle Voy for more information:  
 kvoy@wapsievalleyschools.org or 319-638-8363 

FAMILY SERVICE PROJECT 
Join us for an exciting FAMILY SERVICE PROJECT to 
wrap up our Vacation Bible School adventure!  We are 
collecting items to create Personal Care Kits, which will 
benefit families worldwide through Lutheran World  
Relief.   
So, how can I help? 
Please donate items from the list below through July 
23rd in the donation box outside the St. Peter Lutheran 
Church office.  Maybe your family is able to donate 
enough items to create an entire kit!  

 Bring the whole family on July 25th at 9:00am to the 
church basement to assemble the kits.  Free t-shirts 
will be given to the first 25 children who attend!  

mailto:kvoy@wapsievalleyschools.org


 

 

 

Youth & Family  
 

A Note From Anna  
Summer is in full swing here at St. Peter and we have 
plenty of things going on to help you enjoy your  
summer!  
Our VBS team has been working overtime to make this 
year S’More fun! Join us July 19th– 23rd for VBS! On 
Saturday, July 25th at 9AM there will a fun family  
service project as well. 
 

Join us on Sunday, July 26th from 11:00 AM to 1:00 
PM for a pool party at the Denver Pool to celebrate 
God’s great gift of long days and sunny and warm 
weather. We will also be providing a meal as well! 
On August 19th from 6:30-7:30 PM the 4th-6th  
Graders and their families are invited for a campfire 
at the church. We will have songs, games and we will 
be taking about our 4th-6th grade group!  
Contact Anna at the church 984-5648 or email: 
anna@stpeterdenver.org. with questions.  

Mission Trip  
Pictured below Natalie & Jenna are helping out at the  Boy’s & Girl’s Club.   

 

Pictured  below are the 12 students and 5 adult leaders before they 
headed out on the Mission Trip to Wetumpka AL.   

 St Peter Picnic  
 

When: Sunday, July 19 
Time: After 9 am Worship 
Where: Denver City Park 
Everyone is invited to join us as we kick-off VBS and 
head outside for family friendly fun games & crafts for 
all ages.  
Burgers, hot dogs and drinks will be provided - please 
bring a side dish or dessert to share.  

mailto:anna@stpeterdenver.org
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Vacation Bible School is July 20-23 
Join us at CAMP DISCOVERY where we will experience “Jesus at Work Through Us!”  Sign up for a week of fun 
crafts, fun games, fun storytelling, fun songs, fun food, and fun with God!  And hey – its FREE!   

 

July 19 – 10am – After worship, we’ll head to City Park for family friendly fun – games and crafts 
for all ages!  Burgers, hot dogs, and drinks will be provided – please bring a side dish or dessert to 
share.   
July 20-23  -  5-8pm – We will be learning about how Jesus is at work in our lives!  Dinner will be 
provided.   
 

Find more details and register online at http://www.stpeterdenver.org/vacation-bible-school.html or stop by 
the church office. 
 

July 25  -  9am - Join us for an exciting FAMILY SERVICE PROJECT to wrap up our week!  We are now collecting items to 
create Personal Care Kits – find the list of requested items on the VBS webpage.  On Saturday morning we will meet to 
assemble the kits!  
 

Want to help out??   
DONATE!  A signup sheet has been created to help provide food for meals, as well as other craft supplies.  You can 

sign-up on the VBS website or at the church office.  Thanks in advance! 
        DECORATE! Let’s give the church a “forest” feel. We need:  
 
8-10 folding camp chairs 
6-8 small tents (free standing, no stakes) 
Artificial Christmas trees with stands 
Easy up canopy (approx. 10’x10’)  
20 red or blue checkered disposable tablecloths  
Pinecones 

 
Everything should be marked with your name so we can make sure you get them back.  Please drop off items to Sunday 
School Room #6 by July 8th.  Please contact Judy Milius at 319.404.7786 with any decorating questions.  Thanks! 
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Camping lanterns 
Sleeping bags 
Picnic baskets 
Old campfire cooking pots 
Stuffed animals (i.e. bears, squirrels, raccoons, possums, etc.) 
Any items that could be camping “décor”   

http://www.stpeterdenver.org/vacation-bible-school.html

