
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

St. Peter Lutheran Church Tidings  
June 2016    Rev. Ron Mathews 

Projecting Christ to All Generations  

 

Dear Graduates,  

Congratulations! You have much to 

celebrate as you mark the end of 

your time in high school &  

college. This is a time of great joy, 

transition, and maybe even 

some nervousness about the  

future. God goes with you -- and 

God celebrates with you.  

We do too.  

And to our St Peter EPIC Scholarship Wartburg College Graduates! 

Natalie Fober 

Britta Weston 

Jayden Wolter 

Kade Williams 

Spencer Vauthier 

Nicole Eick  Derek Franzen 

Rylee Renner  

Congratulations to our St Peter High School 

Graduates!  



 

 
      Worship & Music Server 

  Sunday worship  - 9:00 am      
      We still need volunteers for June - Please call the office or go to our website to sign up  

 

 June 5 
Sunday 

9 am  

June 12 
Sunday  

9 am 

June 19 
Father’s Day  

Sunday  
9 am 

June 26 
Sunday  

9 am  
 

Communion 
Assistants 

Kim Lamb Kim Lamb TBD Pat Leonhart 

Scripture 
Readers  

Gene Leonhart TBD TBD TBD 

Acolytes 
 

TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Multimedia 
 

TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Organist Amy Lockhart Amy Lockhart Sheila Mixdorf Sheryl Moeller 

Sound 
System 

Alton Midthus Roger Donaldson  Larry Oltrogge  Steve DeVries 

Video Dwight Diercks TBD TBD TBD  

Altar Guild Marcia Ott, Vera Collins, Lynn Gielau, Peggy Smith 

Usher/Greeters Jerry & Connie Lobeck, Jim Kurtt, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf  

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

     From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our  website - www.stpeterdenver.org.  

Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be able to see the activities  
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.  

 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the  Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month. 

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting:  
Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a 
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting. 

Reminder 
The property & management, mission, evangelism, stewardship, worship & music, WELCA, mutual ministry board  
minutes, Pastoral highlights and Council minutes are posted in the Friendship Room for your perusal.  

Video Recording 
We are looking for volunteers to tape our St Peter worship services. If you are interested in this ministry of the church, 
please contact the office for further information.  



 

 

 

Affirmation of Baptism  

Northeast Iowa Food Bank  
Please join us at the food bank to pack elderly nutrition 
boxes.  You do not need to notifying the food bank; there are 
several groups there each week and we can just join in, 
Next scheduled Saturday,  is  June 18, from 9-10:30 am. 
Simply go to the volunteer entrance at the Food Bank, 160 
Lafayette St, Any questions, call Joyce Miller 984-5021. 

Noisy Offering 
The noisy offerings during May and June will be going  
to Bremwood in Waverly.  Lutheran Services in Iowa's  
Bremwood Residential Treatment Center provides 24-7 
mental health services, shelter care and independent,  
transitional and supervised apartment living programs 
for youth in need of special care. You can share God's love 
with them through your offerings. 

Bells  
Thank you so much for the music ministry opportunity at St. 
Peter these past few months. I have enjoyed the chance to get 
to know you, ring bells with you, and provide music for your 
worship services. Thank you for the beautiful gerber daisy, 
gift certificate, and kind words. Your thoughtfulness is much 
appreciated. 
You have many members with musical talent and effective 
leadership skills at St. Peter. I am confident that you will keep 
the handbell choir going strong. Wishing you the best always! 
God's blessings to you all! Gail Sexton. 

Cedar Valley Hospice  
Eucalyptus Tree, a program of Cedar Valley 
 Hospice, is hosting its third day camp for children 
who are grieving, Tuesday, July 26 from 10:00 am-
3:30 pm at the UAW Hall in Waterloo. This year’s 
theme is “A Day at the Beach.” Camp is free and intended for 
any children ages 6-12 grieving the death of a loved one. 
There will also be an adult discussion group in the after-
noon. To register, call Kassidi Braby at 319-272-2002. Camp 
is limited to 40 campers and the deadline to register is Friday, 
July 8. All campers receive free lunch and t-shirt. 
Visit www.cvhospice.org for more info. 

His Hands Oran Food Pantry 
Serving families in the area that are experiencing food  
insecurity. June wish list: Hygiene products (shampoo, 
conditioner, deodorant, hand soap, toothpaste, etc.) Open 
Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm.  And Friday, 9:00 am - noon. 
April  total served:  73 Households, 179 individuals, 1,954 
lbs distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357. St Peter’s last 
donations  totaled 81.5 lbs. 

 

Mission & Community 

These young disciples pictured to the left, 
made public profession of their faith to 
continue in the covenant God made with 
them in their holy baptism: Front row: 
Breanna Sadler, Lilah Skaar, Hayden 
Arians, Marissa Leisinger. Back row: Alexis 
Lyons, Pastor Ron, Sam Lockhart, Katelyn 
Bartels.  
 

Let us pray for them in their new journey 
in Christ: 
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters 

and brothers, whom you have made your own 

by water and the Word in baptism.  You have 

called them to yourself, enlightened them with 

the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in 

the community of faith.  Uphold your servants 

in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite 

the hearts of all whom you have brought to new 

birth.  We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen.  

Pictured below is  Herman Emkes receiving an  
honorary high school diploma on May 15, Congratulations !  

http://www.cvhospice.org/


 

 

 

June Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Congregational News  

 

St Peter Baptisms 
 

Pictured above is  Landry 
Thornton, the son of Luke & 

Samantha Thornton, who 
was baptized May 8. 

  
Pictured to the left are Paige 
& Millie Corell, daughters of 

Lindsey & Tyler Corell,  
they were  

baptized May 15.  
 

Welcome!  

17 
Luke Milius 

Britta Weston 
Tim & Staci Mueller 

 

18 
Brooke DeVries 
Mitchell DeVries 
Michael Krueger 
Sheila Mixdorf 

 

19 
Jeff Bales 

Jacob DeVries 
Maxwell Gielau 

 

20 
Dean Elsamiller 

Emma Jacoby  
Todd Wolter 

 

21 
Roger Donaldson 
Sophia McInroy 

Brian & Tanya Haase 
Marvin & Helen Schumacher 

 

22 
Char Conway 

Brynnley Larson  
Tom & Karen Place 

 

23 
Abigail Foelske  

 

24 
Tamara Hougen 

Jocelyn Milius 
Conner Vauthier 

Ann Zwetzig 
 

25 
Dave Leonhart  

Jeff Riley 
 

26 
Rachel Reiter 

Alton & Sharon Midthus 
 

27 
Darrel Brandt 

Rankin Mathews  
 

28 
Sharon Foelske 

 

29 
Jordan Dierks 

Sarah Sanderson 
Janet Kern 

Angie Meyer  
Rachel Upshaw 

Amy & Richard Gehrke 
 

30 
Kathleen Bartels 
Dorothy Eggena 

Chad Liddle 
Geraldine Wolter 

Dave & Linda Krueger 

13 
Nicholas Kurtz 
Ron Nystrom 

 

14 
Allison Maitland 

Brandon Maitland 
Blake Steege 
Janell Stock 

Paul & Margaret Empie  
Jay & Marlys Patterson 

 

15 
Diann Curtis 
Joy Wolter 

Richard & Kathy Ackerman 
Don & Leonta Elsamiller 

 

16 
Peyton Mueller 

Jim & Sheryl Moeller 
Larry & Sara Oltrogge 

1 
Charles & Trudy Essmann 

 

2 
Keira Gehrke 
Don Hulsing 

Sophia Sanderson 
Kenneth & Carolyn Becker 

 

3 
Helen Bartels 

Roberta Merrill 
 

4 
Lisa Diercks 
Steve Sadler 
Jane Teetzen 

Dean & Judy Gleason 
Dean & Jackie Milius 

 

5 
Wayne Buss 

Trudy Essmann 
George & Diann Curtis 

 

6 
Francis Merrill 

 

7 
Timmothy Arians 

 

8 
Hannah Smith 

 

10 
Chadron Beem 

Al Eggena 
Jessy Kern 

 

11 
Kolton Anderson 

Dakota Beem 
Larry & Ruth Niemann 

 

12 
Julie Leisinger 

Jerry & Connie Lobeck 

We want to recognize Harold Wente  & Roger Thurm for their 
MANY years (90 yrs combined) of service to St Peter.  Harold is 
stepping down from the ministries of sexton & sound system. 
Roger is stepping back from the video recording of our services. 
We appreciate all you have done! And a shout out to their lovely 
wives, Marilyn & Shirley, like they say, beside every great man is 
a great woman.  

Thank you Harold ! 

Thank you Roger!  

We apologize if your birthday or  
anniversary are not listed or listed incorrectly. 

Please notify the office with additions or  
corrections. Thank you.  



 

 

Women of the ELCA 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday, 
every other month at 1:00 pm.  
Next meeting: Thursday, July 7.  If you know of  
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take 
one from the pew in the Friendship Room.  Please make 
sure you fill out a form (located in basket on pew).  

Mission & Community  

WELCA Board Meeting 
Monday, June 13, 7:00 pm 

 

WELCA Bible Study Leaders   
Available in the Gather Magazine  

 

Ruth Circle 
Next Meeting: No meeting in June 

 

Mary Circle 
Next Meeting: TBD 

Bible Study Leader: Work Day 
Hostess: Elaine Dove  

 

Naomi Circle 
Next Meeting: No meeting in June  

 

Serving Committee for June 
Coffee - Men  

Chairperson - Ruth Circle 
 
 

Kathy Ackerman Becky Dierks            Margaret Empie 
Trudy Essmann Kari Foelske Pat Leonhart 
Marge Liddle Connie Lobeck Amy Lockhart 
Sheila Mixdorf Ruth Niemann Carol Nystrom 
Sara Oltrogge Leana Place Tonia Thurm 
Kayla Tucker Kim Williams 

May Council Minutes Highlights 
 Jack Mixdorf voted in as member of the Church Council. 

 Presentation from Jerry Riehle with “Riehle Decorating” on  
options for repairs needed before painting. 

 Discussion and approved Family Leave for Pastor Ron for labor 
and delivery and any extra time would be vacation and anything 
beyond vacation would be unpaid.   

 Discussed current Pastoral Education Leave policy. 

 Started reviewing the changes to the Constitution provided by 
the Policy and Process Team. 
 For the complete minutes see the bulletin board in the 
 Friendship Room.  

Potluck in the Park 
The youth and family board is having a potluck in city park 
on June 5th. Everyone is invited, bring a side to share. 
11am-2pm, pulled pork and bounce house provided.  

EWALU Counselors  
The Board of Mission will be delivering care packages to 
counselors at EWALU this summer. Miranda Fober, a St. 
Peter Wartburg student, will be working at camp again this 
summer. 
It’s a small gesture of thanks for the special ministry they 
do with youngsters throughout June and July. The positive 
impact they have on kids can make a big difference in the 
kids’ lives. If you could donate any of the items, it would 
be appreciated: Bags of candy, Beverages, Chips, Crackers, 
Packaged cookies, Dried Fruit, Granola bars, etc. Items can 
be placed in the green tin outside the offices. Thanks! 

Synodical Women’s Convention 
Join us, Saturday, June 18, 2016, 8:00 am—3:30 pm at 
Wartburg College, Waverly. Plan to attend the SWC, for a 
day of laughing, learning, leadership and loving the Lord! 
The theme “Celebrating God’s Gift of Age.” All ELCA 
women of this synod are invited to attend. The conven-
tion includes a luncheon and eight sessions of interest: 
Wings of Refuge Forum, a look at human trafficking;  
Retrieving Freedom, service dogs for veterans; Laughing 
Laura, an uplifting, happy yoga session; Lutheran Services 
in Iowa, challenges that face youth in transition; Chair 
Fitness Exercise for the Young at Heart; When  
Generations Collide; and Computers, Help Me! More  
information and registration forms can be found at 
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ 

Thank you 
St Peter Church & the Prayer Shawl Ministry, Thank you for 
the two shawls knitted by Caryl T, for Rudy in 2015 and 
Wanda in 2014. Sorry this is so late, our prayers to you at 
St Peter for thinking about us. Love Rudy & Wanda Busch.  

With Gratitude  
Dear St Peter Members, When Chris arrived at LSI’s  
Harmony House, an assisted living home for adults with 
disabilities, his first thought was “Wow. I like this.” And for 
Maggie, Chris’ mom, Harmony House makes all the  
difference. “I wish there were more places like this. I love 
that Chris has a home, not an institution.  I am so grateful 
for St Peter’s generous donation of $3,120 to LSI’s  
Compassion in Action fund.  Thank you for sharing your 
love and compassion with Iowans in need. Jason Lee, VP 



 

 

 Come on down to our 

 BARNYARD ROUNDUP 

 where we will learn that  
 

 “Jesus Gathers Us Together!” 
 

Mark your calendars for a week of fun crafts, fun games, fun  
storytelling, fun songs, fun food, and fun with God!   

Celebrations 
 

Faith Formation 
 

Dates to Remember 

June 2016 

 

June 5 - Reception of 
New Members  

 

June 12 - Synod  
Assembly 

 
June 19 - Father’s 

Day  
  

June 20 - VBS Begins 
 

June 24 - Mission 
Trip Departs  

 

 

June 20-24 -  5 pm-8 pm 

VBS Programming with dinner provided 
Get more info and register online at: 

 http://www.stpeterdenver.org/vacation-bible-school.html. 
Registration is open until June 12 

Jump in and help with our VBS program!  Here’s how… 
 

Volunteer!  We are still in need of a few more volunteers to help 
each evening.  To learn more, please contact  
sundayschool@stpeterdenver.org. 
 

Donate!  A complete list of items requested and quantities needed 
can be found at the church office or on the VBS webpage.  Some 
items needed include disposable plates, cups, and silverware, 
Sharpie markers, partial glue bottles, colored sand, flower seeds, 
snack size Ziploc bags, hamburger and hot dog buns, bread, chips, 
baked beans, hot dogs, Goldfish crackers, noodles, spaghetti sauce, 
canned corn, lunch meat, raw veggies (cauliflower and baby  
carrots), fruit, and dessert items.  
 

Decorate!  We are interested in borrowing the following items, 
and any other farm-themed décor you might be able to share!  If 
you have these items available, please bring them to Sunday 
School Room #6.  (If you want the items returned, please mark 
them with your name!) 

 

Red/checkered tablecloths 
Metal lanterns 
Metal milk cans 
Watering cans 
Rope 
Cornstalks 
Bushel/apple baskets 
Burlap bags 
Egg baskets or picnic baskets 
Produce stand or potato bins 
Fake flowers (especially sunflowers!) 
Galvanized buckets 
Tractor tires 
Garden tools 
Hay bales 
Bandanas 
Scarecrows 
Wooden rocking chair 
Farm themed stuffed animals 

 

Thanks to everyone for their support of our programming! 

Amity Mathews   319.406.0074    

Baby boy Johnson has arrived.  
Welcome Ethan Jude,  

and Congratulations to Anna, Paul,  
Everett & Amelia!  

Thank you 
St Peter, Thank you so much for the finals survival 
kit that you recently sent me. It helped me get 
through that long week. I would also like to thank 
you for the continued support with the EPIC  
scholarship, to help me pay for my college  
expenses. Thanks a lot! Mitchell Mohlis  

mailto:sundayschool@stpeterdenver.org
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Resources  

Class o
f 2016 

This service is about engaging children of all ages and involving them 
as we gather to worship our Lord together as families.   

“Parents are the primary faith teachers, mentors and role models for their children with the 

church as a reinforcement – not replacement – of the parent’s duties.” Dr. Melheim, Faith Ink. 
 

Visit our website to learn more about this new worship opportunity here at St. Peter! 

www.StPeterDenver.org 

THIS WILL NOT BE A QUIET SERVICE!  
There will be a lot of noise,  

a lot of movement,  
and a whole lot of praising our Lord.   

THIS IS WORSHIP! 
This is NOT “children’s church.”  

This is worship for the entire family,  
for people of all ages. 

10:15AM 
Service held 

in  
lower level 

 


