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Projecting Christ to All Generations  

These young disciples pictured to the left, made 
public profession of their faith to continue in the 
covenant God made with them in their holy  
baptism, May 21: Front row: Cylee Liddle, Emma 
Haase, Abbi Austin, second row: Brooks Meyer, 
Alex Krabbenhoft, Parker Mueller, Isaac 
Schimmels. third row: Max Thrasher,  
Jadyn Milius, Tessa Joerger, Pastor Ron Mathews, 
Morgan Smith, Emily Ruby, Layne Fober.   
 

Let us pray for them in their new journey in 
Christ: 
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and  

brothers, whom you have made your own by water and 

the Word in baptism.  You have called them to yourself, 

enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and  

nourished them in the community of faith.  Uphold your 

servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite 

the hearts of all whom you have brought to new 

birth.  We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen.  

Affirmation of Baptism  

Jocelyn Milius 

Johnathan Leisinger 

 
Dear Graduates,  

Congratulations! You have much to  
celebrate as you mark the end of your 

time in high school. This is a time of great 
joy, transition, and maybe even 

some nervousness about the future. God 
goes with you -- and God celebrates with 

you.  We do too.  

Mallory Steege  

Hannah Smith  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

          

Tyler Vauthier Ryan Maitland  



 

 
      Worship & Music Server 

  Sunday worship  - 9:00 am      
      We still need volunteers for June - Please call the office or go to our website to sign up  

 

 June 4 
 Sunday 
9:00 am 

June 11 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

June 18 
Sunday 

 9:00 am 

June 25 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

Communion 
Assistants 

 

Kim Lamb/Mission Trip 
Students 

TBD TBD 
 

Kim Lamb 

Scripture 
Readers  

Mission Trip Students Dori Jurgenson Brian Haase  Julie Leisinger 

Acolytes 
 

Emma Haase &  
Tessa Joerger 

Alex Krabbenhoft & 
Cylee Liddle 

 

Brooks Meyer &  
Jadyn Milius 

Emily Ruby &  
Max Thrasher  

Multimedia 
 

Mission Trip Students Jack Mixdorf Jeff Bales Leah Homeister  

Organist Sheryl Moeller Sheila Mixdorf  Amy Lockhart  Sheryl Moeller  

Sound 
System 

Roger Donaldson Steve DeVries Larry Oltrogge Alton Midthus  

Video Dwight Diercks  Roger Thurm Dwight Diercks Roger Thurm 

Altar Guild Connie Lobeck, Judy Gleason, Diann Curtis, Janice Gienau, Carol Moon  

Usher/Greeters Jerry & Connie Lobeck, Jim Kurtt, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf  

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

     From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our  website - www.stpeterdenver.org.  

Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be able to see the activities  
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.  

 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the  Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month. 

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday 
nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & 
fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: 
Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level 
(first & fourth Tuesdays - round table 
format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday  
of each month.  Anyone who has an 
interest in or questions about the  
disease of alcoholism or anyone who 
fears that a loved one may be dealing 
with alcoholism is welcome to attend the 
monthly open meeting. 

Noisy Offering 
The noisy offering for May & June will go to Wings of Refuge.  For One More Girl— 
Wings of Refuge is a Christ Centered restorative home that focuses on the  
restoration of the survivors of domestic sex trafficking.  

Recover: Wings of Refuge networks with other organizations that are on the 
 frontline, recovering survivors of domestic sex trafficking.  
Restore: Wings of Refuge is a safe place for female survivors. This home provides 

an atmosphere of healing and restoration for each survivor that  
addresses the entire person; body, soul and mind.  
Rise: Wings of Refuge equips survivors to heal at their own pace 
while developing their individual gifts, educational needs, talents  
and abilities, empowering them to a life of hope and possibilities.  



 

 

Lutherans kept coming 
from different European 
lands. Swedes and  
Norwegians settled largely 
in the upper Midwest; 
Danes were more  
widespread. German  
immigrants were  
concentrated in a band 
across the northern part of 
the country, but they also 
established concentrations 
in places like Missouri and 
Texas.  
Slovaks, heirs to Luther’s predecessor Jan Hus, also  
arrived. Often these groups set up their own separate 
church systems, such as the Augustana Synod, the  
Norwegian Synod, and the German-based General 
Synod. Then there were groups that formed in  
opposition to teachings of the earlier groups, like the 
Hauge Synod and the Missouri Synod. Mergers have 
occurred, but so have divisions. Currently the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is by far the 
largest Lutheran body in the United States, followed by 
the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod and many smaller 
bodies. 
 
But the story doesn’t end with the first immigrations 
from northern Europe. The nineteenth century brought 
increased missionary activity to the scene, and in time 
some of those who had been taught by these  
missionaries also came to North America, bringing  
their own Lutheran customs. So now our mix includes 
heritages such as Ethiopian, Nigerian, Liberian, Korean, 
Chinese, Indian, Palestinian, Brazilian, and many more. 
Where can your congregation trace its roots? 

 

Lutherans Come to North America 

Most of us know that Lutheranism had its start in Germany 
with Martin Luther. But when and how did it come over to 
North America? The story begins with the arrival of a pastor 
with a distinctive name, at least to our ears. On April 17, 1640, 
Swedish pastor Reorus Torkillus arrived in Fort Christina, 
near present-day Wilmington, Delaware. The Swedish  
government was developing a small settlement there and 
needed someone to attend to the spiritual needs of the  
Swedish immigrants. 
 
If we wish to see a sustained presence of Lutherans, though, 
we must wait about a hundred years. Germans had begun  
arriving in America in the 1680s, with most settling in  
Pennsylvania and upstate New York but others heading for 
Louisiana and the southeastern colonies. Many were fleeing 
poor conditions in Germany, and though they brought their 
beliefs from home, there was, at first, no provision for  
Lutheran pastors. But in 1741 Lutherans in Pennsylvania  
issued a call to a thirty-year-old pastor in Saxony, Henry  
Melchior Muhlenberg. He arrived in Philadelphia in 1742. 
Muhlenberg turned out to be an excellent choice. Not only 
was he untiring in his pastoral work, but he laid the  
foundations for what would become the Lutheran church in 
America. He helped more congregations to organize and call 
pastors. He called into existence the first North American  
organization of Lutherans, the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 
He helped prepare a standard Lutheran liturgy and create a 
constitution. He even contributed deeply to a hymnal  
published in 1786. 

ABOUT THE LUTHERANS 
October 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.   

As we prepare for this celebration, we want to invite you into a  

time of learning.  Martin Luther and many of his reforming  

companions were teachers after all.  Every month we will publish  

a new article on one of the many diverse aspects of the Lutheran 

church.  We hope you enjoy and learn a little bit more by reading 

these articles. 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted 
for congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies 
are for local use only and this copyright notice appears. 

Dates to Remember 
 

June 9-11- Synod Assembly 
  

June 10 - Mission Trip Departs  
 

June 18 - Father’s Day  
 

June 25 - Pastor Ron’s last day 
 

 July 28 - VBS Day Camp 
 

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg  

The confirmands and their mentors, share a last day of class activity.  



 

 

 

June Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Congregational News  

Womenfest  
The Ecumenical Bible study meets at  St Paul, UCC Church, 
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,  
every other month at 1:00 pm.  
Next meeting: Thursday, July 6.  If you know of  
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take one 
from the closet in the Friendship Room.  Please make sure you 
fill out a form (located new shawls).  

Eleven of our St Peter students were recently inducted into the 
Cyclone Achievement Club! Students who receive this honor 
must have a 3.9 grade point average, perform community ser-
vice hours and be a student in good standing for attendance and 
leadership.  

We lift in Prayer…..Military Update 
Justin Piggott (husband of Kaia, son-in-law of Kari & Gary  
Anfinson) has returned  from Kuwait, thank you for  
keeping him in your prayers!  

1 
Charles & Trudy Essmann 

 

2 
Keira Gehrke 
Don Hulsing 

Sophia Sanderson 
Kenneth & Carolyn Becker 

 

3 
Helen Bartels 

Roberta Merrill 
 

4 
Lisa Diercks 
Steve Sadler 
Jane Teetzen 

Dean & Judy Gleason 
Dean & Jackie Milius 

 

5 
Wayne Buss 

Trudy Essmann 
 

6 
Francis Merrill 

 

7 
Timmothy Arians 

 

8 
Hannah Smith 

 

10 
Chadron Beem 

Al Eggena 
Jessy Kern 

 

11 
Kolton Anderson 

Dakota Beem 
 

12 
Julie Leisinger 

Jerry & Connie Lobeck 

13 
Nicholas Kurtz 
Ron Nystrom 

 

14 
Allison Maitland 

Brandon Maitland 
Blake Steege 
Janell Stock 

Paul & Margaret Empie  
 

15 
Diann Curtis 
Joy Wolter 

Richard & Kathy Ackerman 
Don & Leonta Elsamiller 

 

16 
Hannah Hartman 
Peyton Mueller 

Jim & Sheryl Moeller 
Larry & Sara Oltrogge 

17 
Luke Milius 

Britta Weston 
Tim & Staci Mueller 

 

18 
Brooke DeVries 
Mitchell DeVries 
Michael Krueger 
Sheila Mixdorf 

 

19 
Jeff Bales 

Jacob DeVries 
Maxwell Gielau 

 

20 
Dean Elsamiller 

Emma Jacoby  
Todd Wolter 

 

21 
Roger Donaldson 
Sophia McInroy 

Brian & Tanya Haase 
Marvin & Helen Schumacher 

 

22 
Char Conway 

Tom & Karen Place 
 

23 
Abigail Foelske  

 

24 
Tamara Hougen 

Jocelyn Milius 
Conner Vauthier 

Ann Zwetzig 
 

25 
Dave Leonhart  

Jeff Riley 
 

26 
Jackson Joerger 

Alton & Sharon Midthus 
 

27 
Darrel Brandt 

Rankin Mathews  
 

28 
Sharon Foelske 

 

29 
Sarah Sanderson 

Janet Kern 
Angie Meyer  

Rachel Upshaw 
Amy & Richard Gehrke 

 

30 
Kathleen Bartels 
Dorothy Eggena 

Chad Liddle 
Geraldine Wolter 

Dave & Linda Krueger 
 

 

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or listed 
incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or corrections.  
Thank you.  

Sam Joerger  



 

 

Community & Mission News 

WELCA Board Meeting 
Sunday, June 11 @ 10:15 am 

 

WELCA Bible Study Leaders   
Available in the Gather Magazine  

 

Gather Bible Study  
The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm 

Next Meeting: No meetings during the summer 
 
 

Serving Committee for June 
Kathy Ackerman Margaret Empie Trudy Essmann 
Kari Foelske Pat Leonhart Marge Liddle  
Connie Lobeck Amy Lockhart Sheila Mixdorf 
Ruth Niemann Carol Nystrom Sara Oltrogge  
Leana Place Tonia Thurm Kayla Tucker  
Kim Williams 

 
 

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis.  
If you would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve  
coffee; please sign up at the office or online. 
www.stpeterdenver.org.  

His Hands Oran Food Pantry,  
Serving families in the area that are experiencing food 
insecurity. June wish list: canned meats including tuna, 
chicken, and salmon. Also cream soups including 
chicken, mushroom, celery, etc.  
 Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm.  And Friday, 9:00 am - 
noon. Served in April: 65 Households, 5,482.2 lbs of 
food distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.  
 

“All Anew”  Triennial Gathering 
DATE: July 14-15, in 
Minneapolis.  The  
registration fee for  
the Triennial would be 
covered by WELCA 
funds; one day  
registration is available.  
If you are interested in 
checking  
out the gathering, 
please contact the office 
or for more  
information go to their 
website http://
www.neiasynod.org/
women-of-the-elca/ or 
linked from our WELCA 
page 
(stpeterdenver.org -> 
Get Involved -> 
WELCA). 

EWALU  
Camp and Retreat information for 2017 is located on 
the information table outside the office or on their web-
site: ewalu.org  A reminder that St Peter will pay half 
the cost of the camp up to $175.  Please contact the office for 
the scholarship.  

Northeast Iowa Food Bank 
Please join us at the food bank to pack elderly nutrition 
boxes.  You do not need to notify the food bank; there 
are several groups there each week and we can just join in, 
Next scheduled Saturday,  is  June 10,  from 9-10:30am. 
Simply go to the volunteer entrance at the Food Bank,160  
Lafayette St, Any questions, call Joyce Miller 984-5021. 

Hungering for Renewal 
All ELCA women of this 
synod are invited to  
attend the  
Syndocial Women’s  
Organization  
Convention, Saturday,  
June 17, 8:15am-
4:00pm,  at Wartburg 
College, Waverly, IA.  
The theme, “Hungering 
for Renewal,” is based 
on the verse Psalm 34:8-
”O taste and see that the 
Lord is good; happy  
are those who take  
refuge in him.” 
Registration fee  
includes at least two 
workshops, a muffin and 
coffee buffet and a great 
luncheon!  
Make check payable to 

WELCA for $55,  and send form (available in the office) with a  
self-addressed stamped envelope to Bev Sheridan, 701  
Serenity Dr, Decorah, IA 52101 

Cut-Up Day 
Please join Mary Circle Wednesday, June 7, as we 
prepare fabrics for quilting in the fall. We will begin 
around 9:30 am, come when you can, leave when  
you must. Bring a sandwich for lunch if you’d like. 
Everyone is welcome, we will have lots of sit down 
jobs available for our volunteers.  

Music in the Park 
The Board of Mission will be serving hot dogs, chips, 
and beverages before the first Concert in the Park 
this summer. On Sunday, June 11th the band, 
Crossed, will be playing at 7 o'clock in the City Park. 
Concessions will start at 6 o'clock. There will be a 
freewill offering with all proceeds going to the  
Sunset Home in Denver. Bring your family and 
friends and come out and enjoy a fun evening!  



 

 

Faith Formation  

Sunday School  
Thank you to all our Sunday School volunteers: Abby  
Roethler, Jaime Leonhart, Todd && Liz Foelske, Cassie 
Upshaw, Paul Meier, Jess McIlravy, Kim Lamb, Lisa 
Michels, Heather Krabbenhoft, Carrie Gleason, Stacie 
Hartman, Amity Matthews, our Wartburg music teachers, 
Jessica Pederson, Britni Cohen-Wichner, AND especially 
Eve Pautsch for coordinating our program!  “Let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” Matthew 5:16 

Dear members of St Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Vacation Bible School 2017 
Mark your calendars for Friday, July 28. 8:30am –3:30 
pm. We will have  VBS day camp out at Camp Ingawanis, 
located west of town.  This will be a day long camp for 
our kindergarten through sixth grade friends and a 
morning camp for our 3 year-old/preschool friends 
(children who turned 3 prior to January 1, 2017).  
 

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please 
contact Eve Pautsch.  
Next meeting: Wednesday, June 7,  7:00 pm  

Pie Auction  
Thank you to everyone that came out and bought our pies! We 
raised $800 for our mission trip to New Orleans.  

F.R.O.G. 

Fully Rely on God 

Collection of Recycled School Items 
St. Peter Lutheran Church in Denver will be collecting unused 
and partially used school items during the last two days of 
school. These items will then be distributed to kids who are 
in need of school supplies. Please visit with your child(ren).  
If you would like them to share with others in a caring way, 
this would be a great opportunity to re-purpose old  
supplies.  When children clean out their desks at the end of 
the year, each grade level will have a tote available 
for collecting these supplies. Thank you for  
considering participation in this elementary school 
project. If you have any questions, please call the  
office or Mission Board.  

Fusion 
Thank you to Kim Lamb for leading our middle school  
students this year. Fusion will start up again in the fall;  
watch for the announcement and sign up in August.  

It is with a conflicted heart that I write to share the news that I have accepted the call to serve as Pastor at First Lutheran 
Church in Barron, WI. 
Amity and I have been praying about this decision and the future of St. Peter.  This call is an exciting opportunity for our family 
and the right choice for our life together.  As we look at the paths ahead of us as a family, we are excited at the opportunity to 
move closer to grandparents.  First Lutheran Church is nestled in a small town and facing similar challenges to those St. Peter 
was facing when I was called to serve here almost 5 years ago.  The shift from 
two pastors to a solo pastor model is, as you know, challenging.  Through our 
time together you have taught me much about what it means to lead a  
congregation through staffing transitions and cultural changes.  In many ways 
you have prepared me to be better equipped with the skill set necessary to  
accept this new call. 
While we are excited about this new chapter in our journey, we are also filled 
with sadness as we say our good-byes.  My final day will be Sunday July 2nd, and 
my last day with you will be Sunday June 25th. 
I will continue to pray for you and the future mission God has in store for this 
community of faith – and I hope that you will pray for me and my family and the 
ministry of First Lutheran Church.  Though I will no longer be your pastor, we 
will continue to serve Christ together as part of God’s larger Church.  It is a small 
Lutheran world and I look forward to those moments when our paths will cross 
again. Serving Christ with you in deepest gratitude and love, Pastor Ron Mathews 
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:  Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie 
Lobeck 
 

Executive Board:  Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Amy Lockhart, Jim Jurgenson 
 

Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks, 
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart 
 

Parish Education: Eve Pautsch 
 

Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos, Connie Lobeck 
 

Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl 
 

Stewardship: Doug Miller,  Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson  
 

Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Connie Lobeck  
 

Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson  
 

Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Jim Jurgenson 
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