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Timmothy Arians  

Dalton Austin 

Chalee Gienau 

Jenna Haase  

Sam Joerger  

Nicholas Krabbenhoft 

Nicholas Mohlis 

Annabella Place 

Bethany Sadler 

Blake Steege 

Zack Thrasher  

Trevor Thurm  

And our  EPIC scholarship  
college graduate from Wartburg, 
Miranda Fober.   

Luke’s first chapter speaks about the mission of John the Baptist like this: to “turn the heart of parents to their children and 
the disobedient to wisdom.” 
 
We celebrated milestones in life during May. First, there was our Affirmation of Baptism service, in which we confirmed our 
delightful eighth graders.  Then, we gathered to congratulate our seniors. We gathered to inspire them to continue practicing 
their faith in Christ and choose to follow God’s path for them. These services are occasions for reflection, too. The hearts of 
parents and grandparents at these moments are truly turned to their children. Focused on their children. Occupied with  
memories of their children. Remembering their own hopes and dreams for their children. At these services each year, our 
congregational concern for youth and family shines.  
          Continued on the following page ….. 



 

 

      Worship & Music Server 
Sunday worship  - 9:00 am  

      We still need volunteers for June - Please call the office or go to our website to sign up  
 

 June 3 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

June 10 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

June 17 
Father’s Day 

Sunday 
9:00 am 

June 24 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

 

Communion 
Assistants 

 

TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Scripture 
Readers  

Joyce Miller Julie Leisinger James Jurgenson TBD 

Acolytes 
 

Clayton Liddle &  
Emmett Nuehring 

Ethan Krabbenhoft 
& Grace Upshaw

Kasey Wirtjes &  
Klair Heim

Multimedia 
 

Johnathan Leisinger  TBD Jeff Bales Leah Homeister 

Organist Sheryl Moeller Sheila Mixdorf  Amy Lockhart Amy Lockhart 

Sound 
System

Steve DeVries Larry Oltrogge  Alton Midthus  Roger Donaldson  

TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Altar Guild Nancy Lamos, LaVonne Westendorf, Kelley Carman 

Usher/Greeters Jerry & Connie Lobeck, Jim Kurtt, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf 

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

  From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our  website - 

www.stpeterdenver.org.  
Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be able to see the activities scheduled for the year.  

 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the  Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month. 

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower 
level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)  
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level (first & 
fourth Tuesdays - round table format)  Open Meeting: 3rd 
Tuesday of each month.  Anyone who has an interest in or 
questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who 
fears that a loved one may be dealing with alcoholism 

Northeast Iowa Food Bank 
Please join us at the food bank to pack elderly nutrition 
boxes.  You do not need to notify the food bank; there 
are several groups there each week and we can just 
join in, Next scheduled Saturday,  is June 16. from 9-
10:30am. Simply go to the volunteer entrance at the 
Food Bank,160 Lafayette St, Any questions, call Joyce Miller 984-
5021. 



 

 

 

Mission & Community  

His Hands Oran Food Pantry,  
Serving families in the area that are experiencing food  
insecurity. Requests for June —Canned Goods, Cereal, 
Boxed Meals, Sugar, Instant Oatmeal, Tuna., Paper Towels, 
Dish Soap, Hair Conditioner, Floor Cleaning Soap, Deodor-
ant, Boxed Dinners, Bottled Juice, Muffin Mix, Pudding, 
Jello, Pickles.  
Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm.  And Friday,  
9:00 am - noon. Served in April:  83 Households, 212 
Individuals, 6,455 lbs of food  
distributed. 

Thank you to Staci Mueller for delivering the 
goods again.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,  
every other month at 1:00 pm. 
 Next meeting: Thursday, July 5, If you know of 
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take 
one from the closet in the Friendship Room.  Please 
make sure you fill out a form (located next to the new 
shawls).  

Noisy Offering 
The noisy offering for  May & June, will be shared with  
Allen Child Protection Center (ACPC). They provide 
immediate assistance for children or dependent 
adults who may be victims of abuse, or have witnessed  
a violent crime. The ACPC uses a multi-disciplinary  
team approach and works closely with the Department 
of Human Services and law enforcement. The center  
provides forensic interviews, medical examinations, 
family advocacy services, and mental health counseling. 
For more information contact-ACPC, 212 W. Dale St, 
Suite 102, Waterloo, IA. 319-226-2345. 

Scholarship  
Up to five $500 Educational Scholarships are again  
being offered by the Northeastern Iowa Synodical  
Women’s Organization. These are for women who wish 
to enter or re-enter the work force, and may be used at 
Community Colleges or for more advanced degrees. An 
application form is available in the church office.  

Sign Up to Bring Cookies  
We have a link on our website that you can access to 
fill in a time slot that works for you http://
www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html or contact 
the office and let Roxane know. We would love to 
keep this tradition going and need volunteers to help. 
Thank you to all of the people that  faithfully help out 
with this ministry!  
To make/serve coffee you can contact  Jan Gienau 
984-5851, Thank  you to Jan for being our Sunday  
coffee coordinator!  
We are still looking to fill some slots (two dozen  
cookies per slot) 
June 3 -   1) Sheryl Moeller 

2) Sheryl Moeller 
3) Joyce Miller  

Coffee maker-  
    
June 10– 1) Kelly Carman 
 2) Kelley Carman 
 3) Kelley Carman 
Coffee maker– Sheila & Jack Mixdorf  
 

June 17– 1) Stewardship Board  
 2) Stewardship Board 
 3) Stewardship Board 
Coffee maker-  
 

June 24– 1) Pat Leonhart 
 2) Pat Leonhart 
 3) Roger Donaldson 
Coffee maker– Pat Leonhart   
 

July 1 –   1) Sheila & Jack Mixdorf 
 2)  
 3)  
Coffee maker-Sheila & Jack Mixdorf  
 

July 8   – 1)  
 2)  
 3)  
Coffee maker-  
 

July 15– 1) Kelley Carman 
 2) Kelley Carman 
 3) Kelley Carman 
Coffee maker-Pat Leonhart  
 

July 22– 1) Pat Leonhart 
 2) Pat Leonhart 
 3)  
Coffee maker-  
 

July 29– 1)  
 2)  
 3)  
Coffee maker-  

Continued from the first page….. 

 
I want to express my gratitude to all who participated in our 
worship services this month. From the children who handed 
out flowers on Mother’s Day, to the musicians, to the Sunday 
School teachers and confirmation assistants, thank you all  
for your efforts. Please pray for our ministry together this 
summer and for all the Confirmation kids and new graduates 
as they take on appropriate responsibilities in live. I look  
forward to working with you. 
 
Pastor Charis  



 

 

 

June Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Congregational News  

Womensfest  
Everyone is invited to the Bible study led by Pastor Craig 
Henderson. The Bible study is held at Willow Winds  
Assisted Living, from 7:30-8:30am  

Grief Support Group 
The final meeting of the season was held in May, watch 
for information in the fall, for the support group to 
start back up.  

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or listed 
incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or  corrections.   
Thank You 

Offering Envelopes 
We still have a few people that have envelopes to be 
picked up. They will be located on the table outside of 
the office and can be picked up there. 

Recourses Available  
A reminder we have copies of Christ 
in Our Home on the table outside 
the office. Everyone is welcome to   
the quarterly devotional resource 
that encourages readers to live out 
their faith daily.  Each reflective 
reading is accompanied by a  
scripture reference and prayer for 
the day.  

1 

 

2 
Keira Gehrke 
Don Hulsing 

Sophia Sanderson 
Kenneth & Carolyn Becker 

 

3 
Helen Bartels 

Roberta Merrill 
 

4 
Lisa Diercks 
Steve Sadler 
Jane Teetzen 

Dean & Judy Gleason 
Dean & Jackie Milius 

 

5 
Wayne Buss 

Trudy Essmann 
 

6 
Francis Merrill 

 

7 
Timmothy Arians 

 

8 
Hannah Smith 

 

10 
Chadron Beem 

Al Eggena 
Jessy Kern 

 

11 
Dakota Beem 

 

12 
Julie Leisinger 

Jerry & Connie Lobeck 

17 
Luke Milius 

Britta Weston 
Tim & Staci Mueller 

 

18 
Brooke DeVries 
Mitchell DeVries 
Michael Krueger 
Sheila Mixdorf 

 

19 
Jeff Bales 

Jacob DeVries 
Maxwell Gielau 

 

20 
Dean Elsamiller 

Emma Jacoby  
Todd Wolter 

 

21 
Roger Donaldson 
Sophia McInroy 

Brian & Tanya Haase 
Marvin & Helen Schumacher 

 

22 
Char Conway 

Tom & Karen Place 
 

23 
Abigail Foelske  

 

24 
Tamara Hougen 

Jocelyn Milius 
Conner Vauthier 

Ann Zwetzig 
 

25 
Dave Leonhart  

Jeff Riley 
 

26 
Jackson Joerger 

Alton & Sharon Midthus 
 

27 
Darrel Brandt 

 

28 
Sharon Foelske 

 

29 
Sarah Sanderson 

Janet Kern 
Angie Meyer  

Rachel Upshaw 
Amy & Richard Gehrke 

 

30 
Kathleen Bartels 
Dorothy Eggena 

Chad Liddle 
Dave & Linda Krueger 

 

 

13 
Nicholas Kurtz 
Ron Nystrom 

 

14 
Allison Maitland 

Brandon Maitland 
Blake Steege 
Janell Stock 

Paul & Margaret Empie  
 

15 
Diann Curtis 
Joy Wolter 

 

16 
Peyton Mueller 

Jim & Sheryl Moeller 
Larry & Sara Oltrogge 

506 Café 
The Board of Mission is encouraging people of the  
congregation to participate in a fun outing on Tuesday, 
June 5. We plan to do lunch for a good cause. 506 Cafe in 
Waverly has a meal once a month from 11:30 to 1:30 at the 
Senior Center on Bremer Avenue. Meals are $10 per person, 
and the money will be divided between the Waverly Senior 
Center and the Rally Point Cedar Valley Veterans. It's a 
great way to have a delicious meal, share fellowship, and 
contribute to a good cause. We will carpool from the church 
at 11:30. If you would like to go, please contact the church office. 

                                   New Project      
We are collecting worn white sheets 
that are needed to make rolled  
bandages to be used as in-kind gift at 
the Synodical Convention on June 16. 
Sheets may be placed in the basket  
outside the office.  

St Peter Clean-Up Day Thank You! 
The Property management board would like to thank the  
following people for participating in the St Peter Clean-Up 
Day: Jim Jurgenson, Will Lockhart, Sara and Rich Beckel, 
Connie and Jerry Lobeck, Joy Wolter, Roger Donaldson, 
LeRoy Homeister, Larry Oltrogge, Steve DeVries, Neil  
Hartmann, Joyce Miller, LaVonne Westendorf , Monte  
Nuehring, Jenna, Lydia & Natalie Krasselt, Todd Foelske, 
Gene & Pat Leonhart. We appreciate your labor and time!  



 

 

Community & Mission News 

WELCA Board Meeting 
Sunday, June 10 at 10:15 am  

 
 

Gather Bible Study, Afternoon class- will be the first  
Tuesday of the month at 1:00 pm and the Evening Gather 
Bible Study will be the first Wednesday of the month at  
7:00 pm, both at the church.  
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 5, 1:00 pm Work Day. 
The Wednesday evening Gather Bible Study will not meet 
during the summer months.  
 
 

Serving Committee for June 
Kathy Ackerman Margaret Empie Trudy Essmann 
Kari Foelske Pat Leonhart Marge Liddle  
Connie Lobeck Amy Lockhart Sheila Mixdorf 
Ruth Niemann Carol Nystrom Sara Oltrogge  
Leana Place Tonia Thurm Kayla Tucker  
Kim Williams 

Helping Hands Clothes Closet 
Located at 2029 Viking Ave. Sumner, provides free  
gently used clothes to lower income & homeless  
families and individuals and those affected by disaster.

& St Peter, Oran. They offer 
women, men, and children clothing, shoes, coats,  
bedding & towels. Hours: Tuesdays 9-11 am,  
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 pm, and the 1st Saturday of each 
month, 9-11 am. If you have any questions email or call 
Carolyn Mohlis, 319-279-3247 or  
Carolyn.mohlis@gmail.com. 
In April Helping Hands Clothing Closet had 118 client visits 
and our volunteers gave 43 hours of their time. We have a 
nice supply of summer clothing plus nursing scrubs and  
maternity clothes on hand. Thank you to all of our volunteers. 

Re-Do’d Cards  
Check out our beautiful selection of all occasional 
cards, on the rack outside the office.  Proceeds go  
towards the fundraising goals of the students  
attending the National Youth Gathering in Texas.   

EWALU Counselors 
The Board of Mission will be putting care packages 
together for counselors at EWALU this summer.  
Miranda Fober, a St. Peter Wartburg graduate who 
has been hired to work at the camp, will deliver them. 
The packages are a small gesture of thanks for the 
special ministry counselors do with youngsters 
throughout June and July. The positive impact they 
have on kids can make a big difference in the  
campers’ lives. If you could donate any of the items 
during the month of June, it would be appreciated:  
Bags of candy 
Beverages 
Chips 
Crackers 
Packaged cookies 
Dried Fruit 
Granola bars 
Items can be placed in the green tin outside the  
offices. Thanks!  

“Blessed are the Weary” - 
Is the theme of the 2018 Gathering (Convention) of 
the Women of the NEIA Synod. It will be held  
Saturday, June 16, at Wartburg College in Waverly, 
from 8:15 am to 4:30 pm. All ELCA women of the  
Synod are invited to attend this day of laughing,  
learning, leadership and loving the Lord.  
Pastor Kevin Doely of Coon Rapids, IA, will entertain 
and inspire using ventriloquism and his amazing sense 
of humor and rock solid faith. Bishop Steve Ullestad 
will host a question and answer session.  
The day will also include worship with Holy  
Communion, and a delicious lunch.  
Interest groups and workshops will include: Sister 
Bernadine Jax with her beautiful Mandalas, Bremwood 
students sharing their creative worship experience, A 
session about estate planning, Carrie Daughton of  
Decorah & her experience at Pine Ridge Indian  
Reservation, Shopping at Wartburg Bookstore and 
World’s Window.  
To join in this day of renewal and refreshment, pick up 
a registration form in the church office, and mail it 
with the registration fee of $58. St Peter WELCA will 
reimburse $20 to each woman who attends. Childcare 
available when indicated on the registration form.  

Graduation Quilts  
Thank you to the ladies that made the beautiful quilts 
for this year’s graduates. Joyfully this tradition  
continues to send our high school class with love  
from St Peter! 



 

 

 Faith Formation 

These young disciples pictured above, made public profession of their faith to continue in the covenant God made 
with them in their holy baptism, May 20: Front row: Brooke DeVries, Pastor Charis Combs-Lay, Conner Vauthier,  
 second row: Jim Jurgenson, Mitchell DeVries, Hunter Ackerman, Jacob Lyons, Jim Moeller 
 

Let us pray for them in their new journey in Christ: 
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your own by water and the Word in  
baptism.  You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community  
of faith.  Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new 
birth.  We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 

Congregational Campfire 
The Youth and Family Board will be hosting a 
couple of campfire evenings this summer   
Please join us June 10th and July 22nd at 7:00 
pm  for S'mores and fellowship.  If anyone plays 
the guitar and knows some good campfire songs, 
we'd love to have you help 
lead us in song that 
night.  Let Eve Pautsch 
(eve.pautsch@gmail.com) 
know if you have any 
questions.   

The Denver Back Pack Team 
Thank you so much for all of your help with the Back Pack 
Program this year. You are the greatest!  
Chris with Northeast Iowa Food Bank.  

Senior Housing Application 
Waverly Senior Housing is a federally subsidized housing 
program for individuals on a fixed income. Currently we 
have larger one bedroom apartments available for couples 
age 62 or older. Rent is based on income and includes all 
utilities except cable television and telephone. If you are 
tired of paying high utility costs, mowing and shoveling 
snow, this may be the place for you. Come see us at 320 
15th St NW or call 319-352-3394  to get an application.  

mailto:eve.pautsch@gmail.com
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2018 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

 The Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:  Amy Lockhart, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Sue Buss, Gavin Carman, Todd Foelske, Gene Leonhart, 
Mary Stevens, LaVonne Westendorf 
 

Executive Board:  Jim Jurgenson, Eve Pautsch, Amy Lockhart, Gene Leonhart 
 

Property & Management: Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks, Roxane Franzen, Gavin 
Carman  
 

Parish Education: Todd Foelske, Lisa Michels 
 

Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller 
 

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman 
 

Stewardship:  Mary Stevens, Dori Jurgenson, Brenda Wolter 
 

Youth & Family: Eve Pautsch, Krista Wahl, Connie Lobeck, Sarah Sanderson, Julie Brinkman  
 

Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson  
 

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Gene Leonhart, Gavin Carman 
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