St. Peter Lutheran Church Tidings

March 2016 Rev. Ron Mathews

HoLY WEEK

Palm Sunday, March 20 at 9:00 am
Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt to follow worship

Maundy Thursday, March 24 at 6:30 pm
Good Friday Service, March 25 at 6:30 pm
Easter Sunrise Service, March 27 at 7:00 am
Easter Celebration, March 27 at 9:00 am

@ OE (O Suar JE/ 3 8 I

“«e

Bear fruit,” says the letter to the Colossians, not as a burden but as our great joy. As our roots go
deeper into the word and we soak up God’s saving grace, we grow and bear the fruit of living new lives
in Christ - faith, forgiveness, healing, hope, joy, and love. This fruit invites others to experience God’s

love and sends the peace of Christ into the world.”

Join us this Lenten Season
Supper 5:30 pm  Holden Evening Worship 6:30 pm

MARCH 2 - LIVING IN LOVE
MARCH 9 — LIVING IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST
MARCH 16 - LIVING IN THANKFULNESS




We still need volunteers for March - Please call the office or go to our website to sign up

Worship & Music Server

Sunday worship - g:00 am Lenten Services - 6:30 pm

March 2 March 6 March 9 March 13 | March 16 | March 20 March 24 March 25 March 27
Wednesday | Sunday | Wednesday Sunday | Wednesday Palm Maundy | Good Friday Easter
6:30 pm 9 am 6:30 pm 9 am 6:30 pm Sunday Thursday 6:30 pm Sunday
Lent Lent Lent 9 am 6:30 pm 7:00 am &
9:00 am
Communion NA Kim Lamb NA Kelley NA NA 9am Kim
Assistants Carman Lamb
Scripture Kevin Emma
Readers Smith Haase
Acolytes Lilah Tessa Lexi Lyons
Skaar Joerger
Multimedia NA Morgan NA NA
Smith
Organist Sheryl Sheryl Sheryl Sheryl Sheryl Sheryl Sheryl Sheryl
Moeller Moeller Moeller Moeller Moeller Moeller Moeller Moeller
Sound Steve Gary Alton Larry Roger Steve Gary Alton 7:00 Larry O
System DeVries Anfinson Midthus Oltrogge Donaldson DeVries Anfinson Midthus 9:00 Roger D
Video NA NA NA
Altar Shirley Thurm, Mary Thurm, Marilyn Mueller, Phyllis Plaster
Guild
Usher/ Bill & Judy Milius, Shirley Thurm, Jim & Dori Jurgenson, Dennis Thurm
Greeters

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.

Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

From the Church Office
Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be able to see the activities

scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month.

AA/Alanon
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting:

Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of
each month. Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting.

Reminder
The property & management, mission, evangelism, stewardship, worship & music, WELCA, mutual ministry board
minutes, Pastoral highlights and Council minutes are posted in the Friendship Room for your perusal.

Winter Weather Policy
We will not cancel worship due to inclement weather, but encourage you to stay home if that is safest for you.
Sunday School policy: if it is decided that we need to cancel Sunday School due to weather, it will be announced by

7:30 am that Sunday morning and posted on the St Peter Website home page, www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook, and KWWL.




Mission & Community

Pastor Doug Larson

For those of you who remember his ministry here at St
Peter, Reverend Douglas Larson will be retiring soon
after 42 years of ordained ministry. He and Barbara plan
to sell their home in Milaca, MN and move to their lake
home in Deerwood, MN. His family is SECRETLY prepar-
ing a memory book for him and would like to invite you
to contribute. They will combine wishes, anecdotes,
memories and photos to honor his work over the
years. If you would like to submit, please consider
sending fun or memorable photos and/or responding
to one of these two prompts:
“Pastor Doug,

I'd like you to know...

[ remember the time that...”
Your words and memories will mean a lot to him and
surely there are jokes or stories that should be
memorialized! If you want to submit photos, stories or
wishes you may scan and email them or send copies by
March 20 to his daughter at: joayne@gmail.com or by
mail to: Joayne Larson 1018 Regester Ave, Idlewylde, MD
21239. Thank you for being a part of his life'
work! Joayne Larson

Cedar Valley Hospice
We often hear, “ I wish we would have called sooner.”
That is because many believe hospice is only for the
last few days of life. Hospice is for those with a six
month or less prognosis. However, there are times
when conditions improve and the patient no longer
qualifies for hospice and is discharged. It is never too
early to call Cedar Valley Hospice. The sooner the call is
made, the sooner we are able to help improve quality
of life. For more information visit www.cvhospice.org
or call 319-272-2002.

Noisy Offering
o(z The March & April noisy offering will
benefit Denver Cares. This year 10
families will receive an Easter Dinner,
through Denver Cares, thanks to your
donations.

Bells
Welcome our new Bell Choir director, Gail Sexton.
Practices are Mondays, at 6:30 pm, please contact Gail
if you are interested in joining or have questions, at
gsmsexton@gmail.com or call or text 319-231-3269.

St Francis Catholic Worker House
Dear St Peter Lutheran Church,
Thank you so much for the generous donation to support
“Need More Room at the Inn.” We are very grateful for
the $2,500 gift . Please know we will put it to good use as
we move forward to increase the space for the men’s
shelter. God Bless You! Fran, Paul, Bryan, Chris

Thrivent Members
You can help support activities here at St Peter by directing
your 2015 Choice Dollars to St Peter before they expire on
March 31, 2016. It’s easy and quick: go online to
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 1-800-847-4836, say
“Thrivent Choice” and follow the prompts. Thank you.

His Hands Oran Food Pantry
January totals: 68 families served, 177 individuals served
and 4,378 lbs of food was distributed. March wish list:
Condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, honey, pickles) Thank
you for your continuing support. Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00
pm. And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.
Questions? -319-638-4357. Staci delivered 85.7 1bs of St Peter
food donations last month!
The Pantry reports that they have doubled their clientele,
and have a few items they are always in need of: pork &
beans, ketchup, and bathroom tissue.

Northeast lowa Food Bank
Please join us at the food bank to pack elderly nutrition
boxes. You do not need to notifying the food bank; there are
several groups there each week and we can just join in,
Next scheduled Saturday, is March 19, from 9-10:30 am.
Simply go to the volunteer entrance at the Food Bank, 160
Lafayette St, Any questions, call Joyce Miller 984-5021.

College Care Packages
We are gathering address of our St Peter college students to
send care packages to in April. Also, we are looking for
donations for the boxes. Suggestions for items would be:
granola bars, fruit snacks, rice krispie bars, ramen noodles,
snack crackers, trail mix, microwave popcorn, cookies,
peanut butter, M&M’s, licorice, suckers, gum, drink mix, Chex
mix, etc. Donations can be brought to the church office.

Womenfest
The Ecumenical Bible study meets at St Paul, UCC Church,
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!

Free Screenings
When was the last time you had a pap smear AND/OR
Mammogram? If you are 40-64 yrs old you might qualify to
get services FREE. If you have no insurance or insurance
deductible or co-pay is more than you can afford you may
be eligible. We service Butler, Floyd, Bremer, and Franklin
counties. Please contact Patty Nordmeyer at Butler Co.
Public Health, 319-267-2934.

Energy Assistance
Low income home energy assistance program is still taking
applications for energy assistance.
Contact Karen Henry, at Northeast lowa Community Action
Corporation, 563-382-9608 or the Bremer county office
352-4532.


http://www.cvhospice.org
mailto:joayne@gmail.com

March Birthdays &

Anniversaries
1 18
Marlyn Wolter Shirley Buhr
2 Connie Lobeck
Jackie Fober Jeff & Dawn Riley
Marilyn Wente Danelle Elsamiller
3 19
Mark Jurgenson Doug Eick
Ronald Sawyer [zaak Shedenhelm
4 Braeden Weston
Neil & Jan Hartmann Susan & Ronald Sawyer
21
7_ Lynn Gielau
Jade Gienau Florence Wille
8 22
LaVonne Emkes Katelyn Bartels
Gary Sharp Matthew Eick
9
23
Keith Oltrogge Doug Miller
Joshua Vauthier Kate Oltrogge
10 Kim Williams
Marlys Krueger 24
Larry Niemann Audrey DeVries
Mary Ryan Ryan Gleason
Marvin Schumacher Jim Moeller
11
Jonathan Empie 25
Larry Oltrogge Ella Feller
Greg & Julie Smith Renee McInroy
13 Zachary Oberheu
JoAnne Blumenshine 27
Janice Gienau Dean Gleason
15 Terry Miller
. o Matthew Rector
William Milius Sutton Smith
Annabella Place Larry & Janell Stock
16 28
Kendall Anderson - .
Kalyn Kurtz William & Judy Milius
Josie Wolter 29
17 John Maitland
Kali Ackerman Caro! Nystrom
Libby Michels Erik Ryan
Sharon Midthus
Carol Staley We apologize if your birthday
Lilyana Upshaw or anniversary are not listed or

listed incorrectly. Please notify
the office with additions or
corrections. Thank you.

Scrip Gift Cards
We now have gift cards that can be ordered through
the new St Peter Scrip program. There are many
businesses to choose from and St Peter gets a
percentage of the gift cards sold. Stop by the office or
go to our website (www.stpeterdenver.org) to get
instructions on how to order the gift cards online or

have the office order for you.

Congregational News

February Council Minutes Highlights
Board Assignments for 2016
Property - Jon Wolter

Stewardship - TBD

Mission - Philip Michels

Youth and Family - Garland Krabbenhoft
Evangelism - Staci Mueller

Education - Eve Pautsch

Worship and Music - Amy Lockhart

Mutual Ministry - Staci Mueller

Committee of Financial Management - Steve DeVries

e Setdate for Council Retreat for April 3rd 1-5pm.

e Approved up to $100 to be spent on Sunday School Easter
Event programming.

e Approved allowing Steve DeVries and Pastor Ron to appoint
three committee members for the Committee of
Financial Management.

e Approved letter to Denver Savings Bank to update
signature cards.

‘ “\’ b Easter Lilies:

e We will order lilies from Hy-Vee again this
year. Please fill out an “in memory of” order
form located on the information table if you
would like to purchase a lily. Cost $9.62,
Deadline: March 13.

Wellness Screening
Wellness Screening, Tuesday, April 12, 6:30-8:00 am
in the lower level of St Peter.
The Wellness Screening includes:
23 test panel for $20.00 (a 12 hour fast is recommended)
Cholesterol Screen for $5.00
PSA (Prostate Specific Antigen) for $10.00
TSH (Thyroid Stimulating Hormone) for $5.00
Complete Blood Count for $5.00
AIC (Monitors glucose level for diabetes) for $10.00
Free blood pressure check
Participants can drink water or take medications prior to the
testing. The screening is hosted by St. Peter Church with
Allen Hospital and is open to the public.

Easter, Maundy Thursday & Good Friday Offerings
These offerings will be shared with Bremwood in Waverly. It
is a structured and intensive rehabilitative environment that
provides psychiatric treatment through individualized plans
to help children and teens with severe emotional and
behavioral disorders. Thank you for helping young people
who are struggling with issues in their lives. They would
definitely benefit from your demonstration of God's love
through your offerings.



Mission & Community Women of the ELCA

Blood Drive Volunteers WELCA Board Meeting
On Friday, March 4th, St. Peter will be volunteering at the Saturday, March 12, at 9 am
Life Serve Blood Drive at the Community Center from WELCA Bible Study Leaders

1:30-600. We will need one person to serve beverages . . )
and sweet treats during one of three shifts: 1:30-3:00 or Available in the Gather Magazine

3:00-4:30 or 4:30-6:00. Donated cookies, bars, or cup- Ruth Circle

cakes would be appreciated. Please contact Pat Leonhart Next Meeting: March 2, at 7:30 pm

at 984-6082 if you can volunteer your time or you could Bible Study Leader: Sheryl Moeller

share baked goods with the Blood Drive. Thank you. Hostess: Brenda Wolter
Backpack Program Mary Circle

Currently 11 students at Denver Schools are receiving Next Meeting: March 9, at 1:30 pm

supplemental food through the NEIA Backpack Program Bible Study Leader: Dorothy Eggena

that the area churches support. St Peter is collecting Hostess: Darlys Milius

Shampoo for the months of March & April, to be

included in the backpacks. Naomi Circle

Next Meeting: Sunday, March 6, at 10:15 am

q Bible Study Leader: TBD
Youth & Family ible Study Leader

Serving Committee for March
Chairperson - Mary Circle

Upcoming Youth Events: Kay Becker Shirley Buhr Sharon Diercks

Saturday, March 5th from 12:00- 3:00 PM- High School Donna Donaldson Elizabeth Foelske Donna Kittle

Service Project for Cedar Valley Friends of the Family. Kim Lamb Jill Nuss Marcia Ott

CVFF is looking for help putting their remodeled shelter Sue Sawyer Cheryl Sharp Mary Stevens

back together. We will meet at 11:30 and car pool to Florence Wille ~ Susan Wille Joy Wolter

Waverly. This is a great service opportunity! Please

contact Anna for more information or to RSVP! Graduation Quilts

Wednesday, March 16th from 2:00 PM—5:00 PM - We are still looking for volunteers to make two more

Spring Break Video Game Extravaganza quilts for our graduating seniors. If you are interested

Middle and high school students are invited to join in on please contact Brenda Wolter, 984-5717.

the fun at St. Peter for an afternoon of video games! There . .

will be snacks and drinks provided. Look in your inbox for Quilt Tying

more information! Join us on Mondays, 9 am -3 pm, and 6:30 - 8:30pm. And
Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon. In case of bad weather, use your

Wednesday, March 30, 2016 from 9:30-2:00 own judgment. Tied-130 Quilts so far!

Wartburg College, Waverly, 1A

Vocation Day WELCA Yearbook 2016

The North East lowa Synod is hosting a Vocation Day for
local middle and high school students. The day will be
begin with worship, learning about the church, what a
pastor does, and a college meal and tour. This is a great
opportunity for the youth of St. Peter to learn more about

The books are printed and available on the
table outside the office. All families are
welcome to the Yearbook.

the church! For more information, please contact Anna Prayer Shawl Ministry

Johnson. The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday,
Save the Date! Saturday, April 16th from 3:00-5:00 PM every other month at 1:00 pm.

- St. Peter Game Night Ages 0-100 are invited to attend. Next meeting: Thursday, March 3. If you know of
Child care will be available. someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl], please take

one from the pew in the Friendship Room. Please

Palm Sunday Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt make sure you fill out a form (located in basket on

Join us Sunday, March 20, after the 9 am service for a

breakfast provided by the mission trip group, and an pew).
Easter Egg Hunt to follow. Spring LWR Ingathering

EWALU Save the date -Saturday, April 23, from 8:00 - 11:00
Camp and Retreat information for 2016 is located on the am, the Spring Ingathering will be held at St Paul

information table outside the office or on their website: ewalu.org Lutheran Church, Waverly.



Faith Formation

Sunday School

February went quickly during Sunday School!

A highlight for us this month was our “Let’s Learn
About Lent” lesson. Our preschool through 5th grade
students participated in special rotations learning
about Ash Wednesday, the meaning of Lent, and had a
special pretzel snack while talking about fasting and
prayer.

Our “40 Days of Giving” offerings will continue to be
collected during the Sundays of March. We are glad to
help the ELCA work towards their goal of raising $2
million during the season of Lent to help feed families
around the world.

In March, our Quarter 3 Sunday School teachers will be
wrapping up. A big thank you to Kim Lamb, Todd
Foelske, Mary Satterthwaite, Paul Meier, Eve Pautsch,
Monte Nuehring, and Tanya Haase for spending your
Sunday mornings with our youth! The Quarter 4
teachers will begin on April 3.

Finally, mark your calendars for some special dates in
March...

¢ March 6 - The children will NOT be singing during
worship on this day. Sunday School will be held as
scheduled.

e March 13 - Spring your clocks AHEAD to join us for
Sunday School at 10:15!

¢ March 20 - No Sunday School - Join us for Palm
Sunday breakfast after worship in the church
basement. The children are invited to sing a
processional song during our 9am worship.

e March 27 - No Sunday School - Happy Easter!

Vacation Bible School
We are looking ahead to summer and
Vacation Bible School! This year's
theme is "Barnyard Roundup", with a
focus on the verses of Psalm 23. Please
watch the church bulletins and Facebook

Thank you for continuing to share your children with us
as we learn more about our faith!

Amity Mathews Anna Johnson
page for announcements about our .
upcoming meetings. We will need lots of schmmity418@yahoo.com anna@stpeterdenver.org
' 319.883.9084 515.520.0172

volunteers to help make our VBS programming great - please
consider joining us as we teach our youth that “Jesus Gathers Us
Together”! Contact Amity Mathews at schmamity418@yahoo.com
for more information.

A

First Communion Class S )
Class will be Saturday, March 12, from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. E \ @T
This preparation is for students and their guardians. ' ) U\

— —

During this time we will learn how to bake communion bread,
gather around the altar to see up close the chancel space and
the communion wear, and end our time discussing the
practice of receiving communion: how to hold your hands
out, what to say, and most importantly why we do these
things. The class is also open to anyone fifth grade and above
who has not taken a First Communion Class or received their
First Communion.

The class will celebrate reception of their First Communion
during Maundy Thursday Worship Service, March 24, at 6:30
pm. RSVP to church office if you plan to attend.



mailto:schmamity418@yahoo.com
mailto:schmamity418@yahoo.com
mailto:anna@stpeterdenver.org
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by NON-PROFIT ORG
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church U-%é’R?\iITTAgg PII?ID
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A DENVER. IA 50622

Denver, 1A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648 ~ Fax: 319-984-5649
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
pastorron@stpeterdenver.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

«First Name» «Last Name»
«Address 1»

«Address 2»

«City», «State» «Zip»

2016 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
Pastor Ron Mathews or Doug Miller, Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Steve DeVries, Jon Wolter, Philip Michels, Jeff Bales, Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart,
Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch

Executive Board: President - Doug Miller; Vice President —Garland Krabbenhoft; Secretary - Philip Michels;
Treasurer - Steve DeVries

Property & Management: Jon Wolter, Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight
Diercks, Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart

Parish Education: Eve Pautsch, Amity Mathews

Worship & Music: Jeff Bales, Sheryl Moeller, Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller,
Nancy Lamos

Mission: Philip Michels, Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre
Stewardship: Doug Miller, Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson

Youth & Family: Amy Lockhart, Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Garland Krabbenhoft

Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson

Mutual Ministry: Staci Mueller, Linda Krueger, Gene Leonhart, Ryan Pautsch, Julie Brinkman

20716 council and board members - thank you for your willingness to serve!




