
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings  
March 2017 Rev. Ron Mathews 

Projecting Christ to All Generations  

Join us this Lenten Season  

     Supper 5:30 pm   Worship 6:30 pm  

            (No supper Ash Wednesday) 

Lenten Services 

 

March 1 - Ash Wednesday  

March 8 - Ten Commandments  

March 15 - Apostle’s Creed 

March 22 - Lord’s Prayer 

March 29 - Baptism  

April 5 - Holy Communion 

 
May this Lenten journey through Luther’s Small Catechism strengthen your faith as 
you move toward the Easter feast.  Because Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection set 
us free to love and serve our neighbor, we are free indeed! 

The year 2017 marks the international observance of the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation. In honor of that  
anniversary, our midweek Lenten series is built around  
Luther’s Small Catechism. The Small Catechism was  
designed as a teaching tool of the faith, not just within the 
church but in the home. Luther intended for the home to be 
the place where faith was first shared and taught. To that 
end he created the Small Catechism—a simple explanation 
of the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, 
and the sacraments. He included basic prayers for morning 
and evening, and suggested ways to worship, praise, and 
revere God during each part of our day. 
 

This Lenten season, in celebration of the 500th year  
anniversary of the Reformation, our worship theme will be 
based on the Free Indeed devotional which is based on  
Luther’s Small Catechism.  Each day offers a reflection on 
Luther’s teachings on the basics of Christian faith and  
practice. 
 

Free Indeed: devotions for Lent 2017 and the Small Catechism are 

available on the information desk. 



 

 

      Worship & Music Server 
  Sunday worship  - 9:00 am      

      We still need volunteers for March- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up  
 

 March 1 
 Ash Wed 

6:30 pm 

March 5 
Sunday  

9 am 

March 12 
Sunday  
9 am 

March 19 
Sunday  

9 am 

March 26 
Sunday 

9 am 

March 8 
Wed 

6:30 pm 

March 15 
Wed 

6:30 pm 

March 22 
Wed 

6:30 pm 

March 29 
Wed 

6:30 pm 

Communion 
Assistants/ 
Wed. Usher 

Kim Lamb Kim Lamb   Kim Lamb Jadyn M 
Conner V 
Emma H 

Layne F 
Brooke D 
Mitchell D 

Parker M Brooke D 
Mitchell D 

Alex K 

Scripture 
Readers  

Dori  
Jurgenson 

Julie  
Leisinger 

Joyce  
Miller 

Diann 
Curtis 

Sue Buss     

Acolytes/ 
Wed. 

Prayer 

Max T. 
Jacob Lyons 

Cylee Liddle 
Jadyn Milius 

Emily Ruby 
Hunter A.  

Tessa J. 
Abbi Austin 

Connor V. 
Morgan S. 

    

Multimedia 
 

Muellers Jacob  
Lyons 

Johnathan 
Leisinger 

Chadron  
Beem 

Jacob Lyons     

Cantor   Nicki Skaar Jim  
Moeller 

Mary  
Stevens 

Jim  
Jurgenson  

    

Organist Sheryl 
Moeller 

Sheryl  
Moeller 

Matthew 
Rector 

Amy 
Lockhart 

Amy 
Lockhart 

Amy 
Lockhart 

Matthew 
Rector 

Sheryl 
Moeller 

Amy 
Lockhart 

Sound 
System 

Harold 
Wente 

Alton 
Midthus 

Steve 
DeVries 

Larry  
Oltrogge 

Roger 
Donaldson 

Roger 
Donaldson 

Harold  
Wente 

Alton 
Midthus 

Harold 
Wente 

Video Dwight 
Diercks 

Roger Thurm Dwight 
Diercks 

Roger 
Thurm 

Dwight 
Diercks  

     

Altar Guild Kari Anfinson, Staci Mueller, Anne Sickles  

Usher/
Greeters 

Bill & Judy Milius, Shirley & Roger Thurm, Jim & Dori Jurgenson, Dennis & Mary Thurm  

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

     From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our  website - www.stpeterdenver.org.  

Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be able to see the activities  
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.  

 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the  Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month. 

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights  
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth  
Tuesdays of the month) Meeting: Tuesday 
nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth 
Tuesdays - round  
table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday 
of each month.  Anyone who has an interest 
in or questions about the disease of  
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a 
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism  
is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting. 

Northeast Iowa Food Bank  
Please join us at the food bank to 
pack elderly nutrition boxes.  You 
do not need to notifying the food 
bank; there are several groups 
there each week and we can just 
Join in, Next scheduled Saturday, 
is  March 11,  from 9-10:30am. 
Simply go to the volunteer entrance 
at the Food Bank,160 Lafayette St, 
Any questions, call Joyce Miller 984.5021. 

Noisy Offering 
The noisy offering for January and 
February will be going to AFIL. 
Americans for Independent Living 
(AFIL) is a nonprofit agency designed 
to provide housing, both permanent 
and transitional, and rehab services 
for disabled veterans in Black Hawk 
County and beyond. 



 

 

And so, in January 1530, the emperor called for a diet, 
or general assembly, in the German city of Augsburg. 
He asked the German princes and imperial cities to 
explain their religious convictions.  
And so, reforming theologians and the rulers who  
supported them headed for Augsburg— among them, 
Luther’s colleague Philipp Melanchthon and his  
pastor, Johannes Bugenhagen. Luther himself could 
not accompany them because he had been named an 
outlaw at a previous diet. He had also been  
excommunicated by the pope. He was, however,  
consulted on the final text via mail. 
Upon their arrival in Augsburg, Melanchthon,  
consulting with previous preliminary documents, 
composed the final text of the confession. The German 
princes who favored the Reformation viewpoint 
agreed to it and signed it. On June 25, 1530, the  
Augsburg Confession was read aloud in German  
before the emperor and presented in written form in 
both German and Latin. 
The Augsburg Confession (sometimes called  
Augustana from its Latin title) is now found in a larger 
collection of Lutheran confessional writings called The 
Book of Concord. It contains twenty-eight parts, or 
articles. The first twenty-one of these stress points of 
agreement with the Roman Church of the time, though 
sometimes with crucial differences. In the last seven, 
the writers lay out what they see as abuses committed 
by the church. 
 

The Augsburg Confession  
continues to guide the teachings of  
Lutheran churches to this day. 
Though a product of troubled 
times, it is filled with witness to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress.  
Permission is granted for congregations to  
reproduce these pages provided copies are for  
local use only and this copyright notice  appears. 

 

The Augsburg Confession 

Mission & Community 
 

His Hands Oran Food Pantry,  
Serving families in the area that are experiencing food  
Insecurity. March wish list: paper products & soaps  
(toilet paper, paper towels, hand soap, dish soap, other 
household cleaning products, etc.). Open Tuesdays, 5:00-
8:00 pm.  And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.  
Served in January: 68 Households, 4,908.1 1lbs of food 
distributed. Questions? -319-638-4357.  
 

Staci & sons delivered St Peter’s last month donations. 
The total weight came in at 90 lbs. on the nose!  

The Augsburg Confession, written in the midst of the  
Reformation tumult, is the core statement of what Lutherans 
believe. It was produced in 1530, thirteen years after young 
professor Martin Luther posted the Ninety-Five Theses in  
Wittenberg. A lot had happened in those thirteen years.  
Thanks to Luther’s creative exploration of the gospel and its 
implications, his colorful personality (opponents had other  
adjectives), and the availability of the printing press, his views 
on religious matters as well as the politics of the day had been 
widely distributed. In many parts of central Europe, people 
were responding favorably, to the consternation of the Church 
of Rome, which had been accustomed to being the single  
expression of the Christian church in that region. 
 

In the sixteenth century there was no nation called Germany. 
Rather, the various duchies and electorates made up a key part 
of the Holy Roman Empire, a remnant of the European territory 
once governed by ancient Rome. For much of Reformation 
times, Charles V governed as Holy Roman Emperor. He had 
watched his empire become increasingly fractured by divisions 
among princes favorable to Luther and other reformers, and 
those who kept their loyalty to Rome and the pope. The  
emperor needed the princes to be unified, not least because a 
Turkish invasion of Europe had reached the gates of Vienna.  

ABOUT THE  

LUTHERANS 
 

October 2017 marks 

the 500th  

anniversary of the 

Reformation.   
 

As we prepare for this 

celebration, we want 

to invite you into a time of learning.  Martin Luther and many of his 

reforming companions were teachers after all.  Every month we will  

publish a new article on one of the many diverse aspects of the  

Lutheran church.  We hope you enjoy and learn a little bit more by 

reading these articles. 

Quilt Tying 
Please join us tying quilts.  Meeting on Mondays, 9 am -3 
pm, and 6:30 - 8:30 pm.  
And Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon.  In case of bad weather, use 
your own judgment.  Quilts tied thus far—109!  

Community Bible Study 
Everyone is invited to this weekly community event on 
Mondays, from 6:30 - 7:30 pm, at the Willow Run Country 
Club, Denver. For members of any church or no church. 
Bring your bible, bring your questions, bring your friends. 
Every lesson stands alone so come any week or every 
week. January 23-April 3, 2017.  

Philipp Melanchthon 

First Communion Instruction Class  
Scheduled for Sunday, April 5, from 1:00-3:30 pm.  
Contact Pastor Ron with questions.  



 

 

 

March Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Congregational News  

With Appreciation  

We apologize if your birthday 
or anniversary are not listed or 
listed incorrectly. Please notify 
the office with additions or  
corrections. Thank you.  

Gather Bible Study 
Wednesday, March 1 at 1:00 pm and at 7:00 pm.  
Generally the Gather Bible studies will be the first  
Wednesdays of each month, all are invited.  

We would like to thank our St. Peter family for all your love 
and support.  Your thoughts and prayers, cards and calls, 
and the beautiful prayer shawl were such a blessing to 
us.  The "Pastor Ron" visits and prayers also have been 
greatly appreciated as we journey through this health  
issue.  Know that we love you back.  Dave and Jo VanDeBerg 

Wellness Screening  
Wellness Screening, Tuesday, April 11, 6:30-8:00 am 
in the lower level of St Peter.   

The Wellness Screening includes:  
23 test panel for $20.00 (a 12 hour fast is recommended) 
Cholesterol Screen for $5.00 
PSA (Prostate Specific Antigen) for $10.00 
TSH (Thyroid Stimulating Hormone) for $5.00  
Complete Blood Count for $5.00 
AIC (Monitors glucose level for diabetes) for $10.00 
Free blood pressure check 

Participants can drink water or take medications prior to the 
testing. The screening is hosted by St. Peter Church with  
Allen Hospital and is open to the public.  

1 
Marlyn Wolter 

  

2 
Jackie Fober 

Marilyn Wente 
  

3 
Mark Jurgenson 
Ronald Sawyer 

  

4 
Neil & Jan Hartmann 

  
  

7 
Jade Gienau 

  

8 
LaVonne Emkes 

Gary Sharp 
  

9 
Keith Oltrogge 

Joshua Vauthier 
  

10 
Marlys Krueger 

Mary Ryan 
Marvin Schumacher 

  

11 
Jonathan Empie 
Larry Oltrogge 

Greg & Julie Smith 
  

13 
JoAnne Blumenshine 

Janice Gienau 
  

15 
William Milius 

Annabella Place 
  

16 
Kendall Anderson 

Kalyn Kurtz 
Josie Wolter 

  

17 
Kali Ackerman 
Libby Michels 

Sharon Midthus 
Carol Staley 

Lilyana Upshaw 
  

 

18 
Shirley Buhr 

Connie Lobeck 
Jeff & Dawn Riley 
Danelle Elsamiller  

 

19 
Doug Eick 

Izaak Shedenhelm 
Braeden Weston 

Susan & Ronald Sawyer 
 

21 
Lynn Gielau 

Florence Wille 
 

22  
Katelyn Bartels 
Matthew Eick 

 

23 
Doug Miller 

Kate Oltrogge 
Kim Williams 

 

24 
Audrey DeVries 

Ryan Gleason 
Jim Moeller 

 

25 
Ella Feller 

Renee McInroy 
Zachary Oberheu 

 

27 
Dean Gleason 
Terry Miller 

Matthew Rector 
Sutton Smith 

Larry & Janell Stock 
 

28 
William & Judy Milius 

 

29 
John Maitland 
Carol Nystrom 

Erik Ryan 

Holy Week  
Palm Sunday, April 9 at 9:00 am 

      Breakfast provided by the Mission Trip Students,  

following  worship 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 at 6:30 pm 

Good Friday Service, April 14 at 6:30 pm 

Easter Sunrise Service, April 16 at 7:00 am 

Easter Celebration, April 16 at 9:00 am   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt  
The children are invited to our St Peter Egg Hunt on Sunday, 
April 9, following worship - get your baskets ready!  

Thank you for all the love and support at the time of 
Larry's illness and passing. We are so very  
grateful for the cards, prayers,  phone calls, visits, food, 
and memorials given in his honor. Thank you  
to Pastor Ron and all who took part in the service and 
luncheon. In sincere appreciation,  Ruth Niemann and Family 



 

 

Community & Mission News 

 

“All Anew”  Triennial Gathering 
Bishop Eaton, presiding bishop of the ELCA, will preach at the 
opening worship of the Tenth Triennial Gathering Thursday 
evening on July 13, 2017 in Minneapolis.  Following the  
service, Eaton will participate in a meet and greet with  
participants.  This is an opportunity to personally meet the 
bishop (and take a selfie).  Our Northeast Iowa Synodical  
organization is coordinating transportation and lodging for 
those interested.  Information is on their website http://
www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/ or linked from our 
WELCA page (stpeterdenver.org -> Get Involved -> WELCA). 

College Care Packages 
We are gathering the addresses of our St Peter college  
students to send care packages before finals in April. 
Please send your student’s address to the church office.  

Easter Lilies 
We will order lilies from Hy-Vee 
again this year. Please fill out an “in 
memory of” order form located on 
the information table if you would like to purchase a 
lily. Cost $9.62,  Deadline: March 20.  

St Patrick’s Day 
We will celebrate with a Celtic Worship Service on Sunday, March 19 

Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland  
c. 389 born in Britian 

c. 405 began six years as a slave in Ireland 

417 ordained a priest 

432 sent to Ireland as a bishop to continue evangelization  

of its pagan population 

c. 461 died in Saul, Downpatrick, Ireland  
 

Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, is remembered as having  

Christianized Ireland. He baptized hundreds of people and  

established monasteries. The story is told that in 433 on the Hill of  

Slane he inaugurated the lighting of a bonfire at the beginning  

of the Easter service. The legend of his expelling snakes from  

Ireland can be seen as symbolic of his expelling evil from the  

land. Often in art Patrick is shown holding a shamrock,  

which it is said he used to teach the Irish about the Trinity.  
 

Against all Satan’s spells and wiles,  

Against false words of heresy,  

Against the knowledge that defiles,  

Against the heart’s idolatry,  

Against the wizard’s evil craft,  

Against the death wound and the burning,  

The choking wave and the poisoned shaft, 

Protect me, Christ, till thy returning. 

 -from Patrick’s hymn, or lorica 

 St Patrick’s Prayer 
O God of creation, eternal majesty, you 
preside over land and sea, sunshine and 

storm. By your strength pilot us, by your 

power preserve us, by your wisdom  

instruct us, and by your hand protect us, 

through Jesus Christ and Savior and 

Lord. Amen 

A Chance to Meet Nadia 
Luther College is pleased to invite our high school juniors and sophomores to a conference  
recognizing the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, entitled Liberating Grace: the Power of the 
Reformation in the World Today.  
The conference will be held on the Luther College campus on Friday & Saturday, March 31-April 
1, and will feature two dynamic, keynote speakers: ELCA pastor and author Nadia Bolz-Weber, 
and Ralston Deffenbaugh, Assistant General Secretary for International Affairs and Human Rights 
for the Lutheran World Federation.  
In addition the students will be able to participate in a variety of sessions, seminars, and work-
shops. Registration fees for the conference, complimentary meals, and housing accommodations 
will be covered by Luther College. For more information and to register, please contact Madeline  
Jungbauer at 563-387-1442 or jungma01@luther.edu.  

http://www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/
http://www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca/
http://stpeterdenver.org


 

  Menus for March 

Lenten Suppers: 

8th - Chili, Potato Soup,    

 Roll & Desserts 

15th - TBD 

22th - Walking Tacos 

29th - TBD  

Women of the ELCA 
WELCA Board Meeting 

Sunday, March 5 @ 10:15 am 
 

WELCA Bible Study Leaders   
Available in the Gather Magazine  

 

Gather Bible Study  
The first Wednesday of the month at 1:00 & 7:00 pm 

Next Meeting: March 1  
 
 

Serving Committee for March 

Kay Becker       Shirley Buhr    Sharon Diercks    
Donna Donaldson  Elizabeth Foelske Donna Kittle    
Kim Lamb       Marcia Ott    Sue Sawyer              
Cheryl Sharp       Mary Stevens Florence Wille       
Susan Wille       Joy Wolter 
 

*Fellowship after worship will be done on a sign-up basis. If you 
would be willing to supply cookies, make or serve coffee please 
sign up at the office or online. www.stpeterdenver.org.  

Service Opportunities  

Faith Formation  

4th-6th Grade Fusion 
The 4th-6th grade youth group, will meet on the  
second Tuesday of each month from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.    
We will be focused on devotion, fellowship and fun!  
Our next meeting is April 11.  Fusion will not meet in 
March, due to spring break.  
We will need a parent volunteer for each meeting. Please  
let Kim know if you are able to help - 984-5837 or   
fusion@stpeterdenver.org   

Sunday School  
Sunday School follows worship,  at 10:15 am.  
If you have any questions please contact Eve Pautsch, 
eve.pautsch@gmail.com or 319-939-5229. 
Looking ahead, Sunday School will not meet on Palm 
Sunday, April 9 and Easter, April 16. But the children 
will sing during worship on Palm Sunday.  

Confirmation 
The 8th grade confirmands will meet for their capstone 
classes following the Lenten Services at 7:15 pm, the  
Wednesdays of March.  

Mission Trip Fundraisers  
The Mission Trip students will be going to New  
Orleans, LA, June 11 through June 18.   
As with other trips the students will be hosting  
fundraisers to help defray the cost. Their first event 
will be the Lenten Suppers on Wednesday nights,  
beginning March 8. Please come out for a great 
meal, starting at 5:30 pm and enjoy fellowship.  
Lenten Services begin at 6:30 pm.  
Contact Alex Place with questions 319-269-0794 or 
aplace17@cornellcollege.edu.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday, 
every other month at 1:00 pm.  
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2.  If you know of  
someone who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take 
one from the closet in the Friendship Room.  Please make 
sure you fill out a form (located new shawls).  

EWALU  
Camp and Retreat information for 2017 is located on the 
information table outside the office or on their website: 
ewalu.org   
A reminder that St Peter will pay half the cost of the camp 
up to $175.  Please contact the office for the scholarship.  

Community Lutheran School Preschool  
Registration Night 

Tuesday, March 7 from 5:00—7:00 pm, 124 West 4th St 
Readlyn, IA. Phone: 319-279-3541 or email  
office@communitylutheranschool.com. See bulletin 
board at the back of church for their 3 year old and 4 year 
old options, and items to bring to registration night.  

Good News!! 
Last fall St Peter Women of the ELCA donated to a church 
wide project known as PV for Phebe—Photovoltaic Power 
for Phebe Hospital in Liberia. In January we learned that a 
40 foot shipping container of solar panels was sent from 
Minneapolis to NY and then to Liberia. It was soon  
followed by a second container of tools, parts and other 
medial supplies. In March a crew of engineers and  
workers from Rural Renewable Energy Alliance will fly to 
Liberia to install the solar array, one of the largest in  
Africa. Liberian workers will receive training and  
employment. We are happy to know our dollars are  
helping to carry on this project!  
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2017 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

Pastor Ron Mathews or Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:  Staci Mueller, Doug Miller, Amy Lockhart, Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Jim Jurgenson, Connie 
Lobeck 
 

Executive Board:  Garland Krabbenhoft, Eve Pautsch, Amy Lockhart, Jim Jurgenson 
 

Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks, 
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart 
 

Parish Education: Eve Pautsch 
 

Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos, Connie Lobeck 
 

Mission: Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre, Kelley Carman, Cameron Wahl 
 

Stewardship: Doug Miller,  Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson  
 

Youth & Family: Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl, Connie Lobeck  
 

Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson  
 

Financial Committee: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Jim Jurgenson 
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