
 

 

 
 

     ‘“Spring, spring, spring!” sang the frog. “Spring!” said the ground hog. “Spring, spring, spring!” said 
the robin. It was spring.”’  I remember reading these words to my children from the classic and beloved 
Golden Book Home for a Bunny by Margaret Wise Brown.  We are seeing intermittent signs of spring 
outside, warmer temperatures and longer hours of daylight.  Is it just me or are the birds singing new 
songs, songs of spring?  How long will it be before we see the first robin?  Soon the frogs in the marshes 
will croak out the song of spring.  While the transition to spring is beginning to happen outside, we have 
already made the transition to spring in the church.  Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, the beginning 
of spring in the church.  Lent means spring or to lengthen daylight.  Lent is a forty-day journey that 
doesn’t include Sundays.  Have you ever counted the days between Ash Wednesday and Easter? They 
number more than forty days but subtract the Sundays and there are forty.  Sundays are not part of Lent.  
Sunday is always a celebration of the first Easter, the day of resurrection.   
     Lent was traditionally a time of preparation for baptism with multiple baptisms occurring at the Easter 
Vigil, a service that begins on Saturday night and extends into the early hours of Easter morning.  Many 
congregations have gotten away from this practice, no longer saving up baptisms for the Easter Vigil.   
Instead, baptisms are scheduled upon request.  Most often occurring one at a time.  Although, I have had 
the great joy of baptizing four (a father and his three sons) in one service.  
     This year our Wednesday night Lenten theme will be “Continuing in the Covenant of Baptism.”   
Baptism is one of the five chief parts of Luther’s Small Catechism.  The covenant of  baptism is more than 
once and done.  So too our study of Luther’s Small Catechism needs to be more than once and done. The 
covenant of baptism is ongoing.  We live out our baptism daily.  Each Wednesday during Lent we will 
focus on a portion of the baptismal covenant.  What does it mean to live among God’s faithful people?  
What does it mean to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper?  What does it mean to  
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed?  What does it mean to serve all people, 
following the example of Christ?  What does it mean to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? How 
are we continuing in the covenant of baptism?  Come, let us share this forty-day journey together.  
     Lent, lent, lent!  It is Lent!   
 

In Christ’s love and service, 

Pastor Dawn   
 
 

 

Pastor Dawn Pederson  
 

Projecting Christ to All Generations              

 



 

 
      Worship & Music Server 

Sunday worship  - 9:00 am  
 

      We still need volunteers for March- Please call the office or go to our website to sign up  

 March 1 
Sunday 

10:15  am 

March 4 
Wed. Lent 
6:30 pm 

March 8 
Sunday  
9:00 am 

March 11 
Wed. Lent 
6:30 pm 

March 15 
Sunday  
9:00 am 

 

March 18 
Wed. Lent 
6:30 pm 

March 22 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

March 25 
Wed. Lent 
6:30 pm  

March 29 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

Communion 
Assistants 

 

Kim Lamb  Kim Lamb  Pat  
Leonhart 

 Pat  
Leonhart 

  

Scripture 
Readers  

Sue Buss  TBD  Kara  
Bartels 

 Gene 
Leonhart 

 Amy  
Lockhart 

Acolytes 
 

Multimedia 
 

TBD  TBD  TBD  TBD  TBD 

Organist Amy  
Lockhart 

Amy 
Lockhart 

Sheryl 
Moeller 

TBD Sheryl  
Moeller 

Amy  
Lockhart 

TBD Sheryl  
Moeller 

Sheryl  
Moeller 

Sound 
System

Steve 
DeVries 

Larry  
Oltrogge 

Alton  
Midthus 

Roger 
Donaldson 

Steve 
DeVries 

Larry 
Oltrogge 

Alton  
Midthus 

Roger 
Donaldson 

Steve 
DeVries 

Altar 
Guild 

Nancy Lamos, LaVonne Westendorf, Kelley Carman 

Usher/
Greeters 

Bill & Judy Milius, Shirley Thurm, and TBD  

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

  From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on 
the opening page of our  website - 
www.stpeterdenver.org. Under “Most Popular” click on  
calendar; you will be able to see the activities scheduled 
for the year. 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the   

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower 
level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)   
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level (first 
& fourth Tuesdays - round table format)   
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month.  Anyone  
who has an interest in or questions about the disease of  
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may be 
dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly 
open meeting.

Winter Weather Policy 
Please check our website www.stpeterdenver.org,  
Facebook, and KWWL, in the event of inclement weather 
for the Cancellation of Worship and or Sunday School. We 
will attempt to make the decision by 7:30 am; and to have 
it posted shortly thereafter.  

Offering Envelopes  
We have a few boxes of envelopes left to be picked up. 
Please stop by the  information table outside the office 
to pick up your 2020 offering envelopes.  



 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday, every  
other month at 1:00 pm. 
 Next meeting: Thursday, March 5. If you know of someone 
who is in need of a Prayer Shawl, please take one from the 
closet in the Friendship Room.  Please make sure you fill out 
a form (located next to the new shawls).  

Sign Up to Bring Cookies  
We have a link on our website that you can 
access to fill in a time slot that works for you 
http://www.stpeterdenver.org/
volunteer.html or contact the office and let 
Roxane know. Thank you to all of the people 
that  faithfully help out with this ministry!  
If you have any questions about making/
serving coffee -you may contact  Jan Gienau 
984-5851.  
 

March 1 –   1) Janice & Doug Miller  
 2) Janice & Doug Miller  
 3) Janice & Doug Miller 

Coffee maker- Janice Miller 
 

March 8 –           1) Pat Leonhart 
     2) Pat Leonhart 
     3) Pat Leonhart 

Coffee maker–  Pat Leonhart  
 

March 15 –     1) LaVonne Westendorf  
 2) LaVonne Westendorf 
 3) LaVonne Westendorf 

Coffee maker– TBD  
 

March 22 –       1) Kim Lamb 
  2) Kim Lamb  
  3) Kim Lamb  

Coffee maker– Joyce Miller 
 

March 29 –           1) Joe Teetzen 
  2) Joe Teetzen  
  3) Joe Teetzen  

Coffee maker– TBD  
 
 

Please  check online or call the office for the 
latest updates to donations/volunteers.  

 

Mission & Community  

Quilt Tying 
Please join us for quilt tying in the lower  
level of the church on Mondays, 9 am - 3 pm,  
and Tuesdays, 9 am - Noon.  In case of bad 
weather, use your own judgment. We have 
127 quilts boxed!  

Dear Prayer Shawl Ministry,  
My brother Tom received a prayer shawl on Feb 1, the day 
of his passing. Tom had pneumonia, that antibiotics couldn’t 
stop. He was also dealing with a weak heart and diabetes. 
Tom was a bachelor and never had any kids. He was very 
social and loved by all. He had a gentle spirit and my kids & 
grandchildren thought the world of their uncle. Renetta’s 
name was on the shawl we received. I thank you for the 
kindness shown and the shawl will be forever cherished. It 
is nice to know people still care and are thoughtful like your 
ministry. Thanks & Christian love. 

Midweek Lenten Services 
Join us Wednesday evenings for Holden Evening Prayer. 
Supper will be served starting at 5:15 pm, and worship is 
at 6:30 pm. Please join us.  
 

Menu for Lenten Suppers 
March 4--Spaghetti  
March 11-Mac and cheese and Hot Dogs 
March 18--Soups, salad, and bread 
March 25--Madrites, salads, and chips 
April 1--Walking Tacos 

 
The Sunday School 
students enjoyed  
making valentines for 
the Denver Sunset 
Home residents and 
singing Jesus Loves 
Me with them. 

St Peter members played games and enjoyed root beer floats with the residents, Feb 25 



 

 

March Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

Community & Mission News  

Resources Available  
A reminder we have copies of Christ in Our Home on 
the table outside the  office. Everyone is welcome to  
the quarterly devotional resource that encourages 
readers to live out their faith daily.  Each reflective 
reading is accompanied by a scripture reference and 
prayer for the day.  Large print copies are available.  
We also have a few Lenten Devotionals left on 
the table outside the office, you are welcome to.  

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or listed 
incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or  corrections.  
Thank You 

Caring for our Environment 
The Stewardship board has reusable cloth bags that 
they are selling for cost, $2.00; please see Brenda 
Wolter or Mary Stevens if you would like to purchase 
some for use or gifts.  

1 
Marlyn Wolter 

  

 

2 
Jackie Fober 

Marilyn Wente 
 
  

3 
Mark Jurgenson 
Ronald Sawyer 

 
  

4 
Neil & Jan Hartmann 

  
  

7 
Jade Gienau 

 
  

8 
LaVonne Emkes 

 
  

9 
Keith Oltrogge 

Joshua Vauthier 
 
  

10 
Marlys Krueger 

Mary Ryan 
Marvin Schumacher 

 
  

11 
Jonathan Empie 
Larry Oltrogge 

Greg & Julie Smith 
 
  

13 
JoAnne Blumenshine 

Janice Gienau 
 
  

15 
William Milius 

Annabella Place 
 
  

16 
Kalyn Kurtz 
Josie Wolter 

 
  

17 
Kali Ackerman 
Libby Michels 

Sharon Midthus 
Carol Staley 

Lilyana Upshaw 

18 
Shirley Buhr 

Connie Lobeck 
Jeff & Dawn Riley 
Danelle Elsamiller  

 

19 
Doug Eick 

Izaak Shedenhelm 
Braeden Weston 

Susan & Ronald Sawyer 
 
 

21 

Lynn Gielau 
Florence Wille 

 
 

22  
Matthew Eick 

 

23 
Doug Miller 

Kim Williams 
 

24 
Audrey DeVries 

Ryan Gleason 
Jim Moeller 

 

25 
Renee McInroy 

 

27 
Dean Gleason 
Terry Miller 

Matthew Rector 
Sutton Smith 

Larry & Janell Stock 
 

28 
William & Judy Milius 

 

29 
John Maitland 
Diane Miller 

Carol Nystrom 
Erik Ryan 

 

30 
Amy Mortenson 

Noisy Offering 
The March and April Noisy Offering will go towards 
the purchase of Easter Meals through Denver Cares.  

With Appreciation 
Dear members of St Peter, Thank you for the prayers, 
cards, phone calls, and food, that I received during  
my recovery from foot surgery. Sincerely, Jan Gienau  

Birth Announcement 
Connie & Jerry Lobeck are  
happy to announce the birth of 
their great-granddaughter,  
Finley Lynn Vestly. She was 
born January 11, 2020 and 
weighed 8 lbs 4 oz, and 211/2” 
long. Congratulations to all!  

School Bus Driver Appreciation Day  
The Evangelism Board made treat bags and delivered 
them to the Denver school bus drivers, February 21.   



 

 

Community & Mission News 

WELCA Board Meeting 
Next  WELCA Board meeting: 
Sunday, March 8 , at 10:15 am 

 

Gather Bible Study -Next Meeting:  
Tuesday, March 10, at 1:00 pm, 

 
 

Serving Committee for March 
Kay Becker       Shirley Buhr    Sharon Diercks    
Donna Donaldson  Elizabeth Foelske Donna Kittle    
Kim Lamb       Marcia Ott    Sue Sawyer          
Mary Stevens           Susan Wille                 Joy Wolter 

Helping Hands Clothes Closet 
Located at 2029 Viking Ave. Sumner, provides free  
gently used clothes to lower income & homeless  
families and individuals and those affected by  
disaster. & St Peter, Oran. 
They offer women, men, and children clothing, shoes, 
coats, bedding & towels. Hours: Tuesdays 9-11 am, 
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 pm, and the 1st Saturday of 
each month, 9-11 am. If you have any questions email 
or call Carolyn Mohlis, 319-279-3247 or  
Carolyn.mohlis@gmail.com. 

His Hands Oran Food Pantry 
Serving families in the area that are experiencing 
food insecurity. Request for March—flour, sugar, 
baking mixes, toothpaste, diapers, shampoo,  
conditioner. Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm.  And  
Friday, 9:00 am - noon. Served in January: 121 
Households, 376 Individuals, 11,055 lbs of food  
distributed. 

As always, we will take any thing to fill 
our shelves.  

Wellness Screening  

in the lower level of St Peter.   

The Wellness Screening includes:  
23 test panel for $20.00 (a 12 hour fast is recommended) 
Cholesterol Screen for $5.00 
PSA (Prostate Specific Antigen) for $10.00 
TSH (Thyroid Stimulating Hormone) for $5.00  
Complete Blood Count for $5.00 
AIC (Monitors glucose level for diabetes) for $10.00 
Free blood pressure check 

Participants can drink water or take medications prior to 
the testing. The screening is hosted by St. Peter Church 
with Allen Hospital and is open to the public.  

St Peter Lutheran Church, Thank you very much for the food 
tray that was delivered to the fire station around the holidays. 
We made short work of it, as you might imagine. Denver fire-
fighters and officers appreciate the support we have from the 
community, and we appreciate your thoughtful gift. Thank 
you, J Knoll, Secretary Denver Fire Department  

*Helping Hands Clothing Closet opened in August, 
2010. Since then we have had more than 12,500 
client visits with our number of visits growing each 
year. The school building we are located in was 
built in 1914 and the inside rebuilt in 1940 follow-

ing a fire. Our doors and sidewalk date from then 
too. We need to replace the two wooden doors for 
better energy efficiency and due to safety concerns. 
The sidewalk is now much lower than Viking Ave. 

which has become a blacktop and been redone 
many times since 1914. During the spring and rain 
events we have a pond  on our sidewalk or an ice 

rink when it freezes. The cost for new doors and to 

raise our sidewalk and improve the drainage is just 

over $5,000. Any financial help from individuals, 
churches, schools or organizations would be very 
appreciated. I can be contacted at 319-279-3247. 

Thank you. 

Church Basement Ladies  
Church Basement Ladies is a musical comedy playing March 20 
– 29 at Waterloo Community Playhouse in Waterloo Center for 
the Arts. The story is about the ladies that work in the church 
basement cooking meals for church functions. The musical is 
inspired by the humorous book Growing Up Lutheran, by Janet 
Letnes Martin and Suzann Nelson and is a humorous 
"scrapbook of memories" of what it was like to grow up  
Lutheran in the Midwest in the 1950s.  

 

This is a celebration of the church basement kitchen and the 
women who work there, as they organize the food and solve the 
problems of a rural Minnesota church in 1965. From the elderly 
matriarch of the kitchen to the young bride-to-be learning the 
proper order of things, we see them handle a record-breaking 
Christmas dinner, the funeral of a dear friend, a Hawaiian Easter 
fundraiser and a steaming hot July wedding. They stave off  
potential disasters, share and debate recipes, instruct the 
young, and keep the Pastor on course while thoroughly enjoy-
ing, (and tolerating) each other as the true "steel magnolias" of 
the church. Funny and down to earth, audiences will recognize 
these ladies as they witness the church year unfold from below 
the house of God. 



 

 

Womensfest  
Everyone is invited to the Ecumenical Bible Study on 
Tuesdays at Willow Winds Assisted Living, from 7:30-
8:30am  

Mensfest 
Everyone is invited to the Ecumenical Bible Study held 
on Thursdays, 7:00 am, at AllyCatz.  

 Faith Formation 

Sunday School 
Sunday School follows worship at 10:15 am.  
Registration is available online www.stpeterdenver.org. 
Contact Todd Foelske with any questions 
tfoelske@gmail.com.  
*NO Sunday School during Spring Break, March 15 & 22 
Save the Date: VBS will be held August 3-7, 2020 
 
 

Confirmation 
During the season of Lent the 7th & 8th grade students 
are to attend Lenten Services at 6:30 pm, on  
Wednesdays, instead of classroom instruction.  
Contact Pastor Dawn with any questions  
(pastor@stpeterdenver.org or 641-529-6592) 

EWALU 2020 Summer Camp  
The brochures  for summer camp are available on the 
table in front of the office.  St Peter will offer Camp 
Scholarships again this year. (half the cost of camp up 
to $250, after all discounts) Parents will need to con-
tact the church office if they are interested in the 
scholarship.  
 
The programs are geared for youth in grades 1–12, as 
well as families and grandparents. Our camp activities 
are designed to strengthen campers’ faith in God and 
lifelong connections with their home congregation. Due 
to its popularity, we are planning an extra Family Camp 
this summer during the weekend of July 10-12. We are 
also adding a brand new program, Grandparent Camp., 
for grandparents and grandchildren to experience camp 
together. This mid-week program is offered twice, June 
17-19 and July 5-7. These two programs are not in the 
brochure, but you can find more information about them 
on our website.  www.ewalu.org or 563-933-4700. 

Chains of worry. In the end  
the Sunday School 3/4th graders, 
were to break through their 
chains of worry so that their 
worries and fears did not  
prevent them from daily life - 
doing things to be productive 
and things that make them  
happy. Bible story was about 
Paul and Silas.  

The middle and high school students enjoyed a night of games and food. Youth group meets the 4th Sunday of the month.   
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2020 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

 The Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:  Amy Lockhart, Jim Jurgenson, Gavin Carman, Todd Foelske, Gene Leonhart, Mary Stevens, LaVonne 
Westendorf, Marcia Joerger, Kim Lamb 
 

Executive Board:  Jim Jurgenson, Gavin Carman, Amy Lockhart, Gene Leonhart 
 

Property & Management: Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson  
 

Parish Education: Todd Foelske, Jaime Leonhart, Mary Satterthwaite  
 

Worship & Music: Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller 
 

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult, Kim Lamb 
 

Stewardship:  Mary Stevens, Dori Jurgenson, Brenda Wolter 
 

Youth & Family: Eve Pautsch, Krista Olson, Sarah Sanderson, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger  
 

Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson  
 

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Jack Mixdorf, Gene Leonhart, Gavin Carman, Jim Jurgenson 
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