
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Pastor Pedersen’s Points – Experiencing God Through the Senses  
 

In the month of March, we will begin our Lenten journey! With a late Easter (April 20th) we 
have a late Ash Wednesday (March 5th). During this time, we are invited to focus a little extra on 
God and our active faith life. Some people do this by giving up something for Lent, like soda or 
sweets. Other people do this by adding a spiritual practice for Lent, like daily devotion or prayer. 
One of the ways we offer a little extra is by having a Wednesday Lenten meal and worship during 
the season of Lent.  

 
 Starting on Wednesday, March 12th, we will offer 5 weeks of Midweek Lenten services and 
meals. The meals are from 5:30-6:30 pm. They are prepared and hosted by many of our church 
groups for all to enjoy. At 7:00 pm we will have our Midweek Lenten worship service using Marty 
Haugen’s ‘Holden Evening Prayer’. The focus of the services has to do with our five senses: 
sight, hearing, smell, touch, and taste. 
 
 It is intended to center our five senses as a way of exploring the significance of Christ’s 
incarnation throughout our Lenten journey. We all are made in the image of God, who chose  
to share our humanity by joining in our embodied experience. God’s image in us is beautifully 
diverse. On top of reflecting on Jesus having these same senses, we will also dive into what it 
means to experience God’s presence through the senses. Each week we will focus on a different 
sense. There will be an activity and reflection to engage the senses and our ability to feel God’s 
presence in our daily lives. 
 
 I look forward to worshiping with you during this season! On a quick note, many of you 
may know that Megan is expecting to give birth to our third child this month. When that happens, 
I will be on paternity leave for two whole weeks. For those Wednesdays and Sundays our  
worship will be led by Pr. Richard Jebsen. He is a retired Lutheran pastor and great-grandfather 
to Ezekiel, Margo, and baby #3. He will be a welcome voice and preacher. I am certainly thankful 
for his help in this exciting time. 

  

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 5th, at 7:00 pm.  
 

Lenten Suppers begin March 12, each week before our  

Lenten Service you are invited to have a meal from  

5:30-6:30 pm; watch for the menus in our bulletins.  
 

Lenten Services will commence at 7:00 pm.  



 

 
      Worship & Music Server 

Sunday worship  - 9:00 am  
*Volunteers needed –please sign-up online or contact the office 

 March 2 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

 

March 5 
Ash Wednesday 

7:00 pm 

March 9 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

 

March 16 
Sunday 
9:00 am  

March 23 
Sunday 
9:00 am 

March 30 
Sunday 
9:00 am  

Organist Amy Lockhart Nancy Kohagen Sheryl Moeller Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller 

Acolytes Marin Beenken 
&  

Lydia Gleason 

Marin Beenken 
&  
 

Marin Beenken 
&  

Lydia Gleason 

   

Communion  
Assistant 

Susan Buss &  
Lydia  Gleason 

Pat Leonhart Susan Buss &  
Lydia Gleason 

 Pat Leonhart Morgan Roethler 

Scripture  
Reader  

Amy Lockhart   Susan Buss Jim Moeller Amy Lockhart Diann Curtis 

Multimedia Philip Michels Todd Foelske Andrew Wagner Leah Homeister Leah Homeister Todd Foelske 

Larry Oltrogge Alton Midthus Steve DeVries  Roxane Franzen Larry Oltrogge Alton Midthus 

Lydia Gleason NA Lydia Gleason NA  NA  

Altar Guild Marcia Ott, Lynn Gielau 

Usher/Greeters Bill & Judy Milius and TBD 

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower  
level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)   
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level (first & 
fourth Tuesdays - round  table format)   
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month.  Anyone  
who has an interest in or questions about the disease of  
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may be  
dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly 
open meeting.

  From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link 
is on the opening page of our  website - 
www.stpeterdenver.org.  
Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will 
be able to see the activities scheduled for the year. 
If you would like to add something to the calendar 
please contact the office. 319-984-5648   
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am     
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd  
Friday of each month.  

E-giving through Vanco 
This platform provides a  
secure and user-friendly way 
to give to our church online. 

Offering Statements  
Year End Contribution Statements were emailed to all 
members with listed emails, and paper copies mailed 
to those that do not have email addresses. If you would 
like a printed copy of your contribution statements for 
2024 please stop by the office or call. Thank you.  



 

 

Helping Hands Clothing Closet  
It has been quiet at the Clothing Closet. We only had 194 

client visits in January. So far in February we have been 

closed twice on Wednesdays due to the weather. Please let 
anyone who might need help with their clothing needs 
know that we have a good supply of winter clothing  

on hand in all sizes. In March we get excited for spring and 

will bring out the sandals and shorts towards the end of 
the month. Thank you for all of the wonderful donations 

and, of course, a huge thank you to our volunteers.  
Hours: 9:00 - 11:00 am Tuesday mornings, 6:30 –7:30 pm 
Wednesday evenings, and 9:00 - 11:00 am the first Satur-
day of the month. Located at 2029 Viking Ave. Sumner, IA.   
Carolyn  

Save the Date  
Vacation Bible School will be Friday August 15, 2025! 
We will hold VBS at Ingawanis Adventure Camp 
again. More information will be made available as 
plans get underway.  

Lenten Devotional Available  
God brings new life in unexpected ways and in the most  
unlikely situations. This devotional reflects on how God 
does this in the creation of all things, the Israelites’ rescue 
from slavery in Egypt, the dry bones and Ezekiel, the fiery 
furnace, the big fish and Jonah, and more.  
Life Renewed provides devotions for each day from Ash 

Wednesday to the Resurrection of 
Our Lord/Vigil of Easter (March 5 
to April 19, 2025). The devotions 
begin with evocative images and 
brief scripture readings drawn 
from traditional Easter Vigil texts. 
The writers then bring their  
diverse voices and pastoral wisdom 
to the texts with quotations to  
ponder, reflections, and prayers. -
available on the table outside  
the office.  

Ewalu's Annual Meeting is March 15 
Camp Ewalu's Annual Meeting will be at 1 p.m.  
Saturday, March 15, at Ewalu's Creation Center, located 
at the camp's main site 3 miles west of Strawberry Point. 
ELCA congregations in the Northeastern Iowa and 
Southeastern Iowa synods may send up to two  
voting delegates to the meeting. Each church office will 
receive a printed copy of the 2024 Annual Report in  
the mail in early March, and a PDF of the Ewalu  
Annual Report is available online at www.ewalu.org/
annual-meeting-2025. All are welcome to attend 
the meeting, but only two from each congregation may 
vote. This is a great way to learn about Ewalu, meet the 
staff, and be part of decisions that impact camp! 

Community & Mission News  

Lenten Meal Thank You 
The following groups will be providing our Lenten 
Meals before the service. Serving from 5:30-6:30 pm 
with Lenten Service 7:00 pm, please join us for supper.  
Thank you to the following groups... 
March 12-the Confirmation Class 
March 19-Women’s Fest 
Mach 26-Evangelism Board 
April 2-Youth and Family Board 
April 9-Mission Board and WELCA 

http://www.ewalu.org/annual-meeting-2025
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=ba0edca0ad&e=af3b1f0215
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=ba0edca0ad&e=af3b1f0215


 

 

March Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Church News  

 
We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed 
 or listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions  

or  corrections.  Thank You 

BINGO  
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset Home  
every third Friday of the month. The next  Bingo day  
is  Friday, March 21, at 10:00 am. We're always looking  
for available bingo players; the connection with the  
residents is special! Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.  

Noisy Offering  
The March & April noisy offering will go to  
Denver Cares for Easter Meals.  

High School Youth Event 
Please join us: the youth will be going  
Bowling, Sunday, March 2,  
planning to meet and leave the  
church at 1:30 pm. 

1 
Marlyn Wolter 

  

 

2 
Jackie Fober 

 
  

3 
Mark Jurgenson 
Ronald Sawyer 

 

  

4 
Neil & Jan Hartmann 

 

5 
Maverick Wagner  

  
  

7 
Jade Gienau 

 
  

 
  

9 
Joshua Vauthier 

 
  

10 
Marvin Schumacher 

 
  

11 
Jonathan Empie 
Larry Oltrogge 

Greg & Julie Smith 
 
  

13 
JoAnne Blumenshine 

Janice Gienau 
 
  

15 
William Milius 

Annabella Place Sheilds 
 
  

16 
Kalyn Kurtz 
Josie Wolter 

 
  

17 
Libby Michels 

Sharon Midthus 
Carol Staley 

Lilyana Upshaw 

18 
Shirley Buhr 

Connie Lobeck 
 

19 
Doug Eick 

Braeden Weston 
Susan & Ronald Sawyer 

 
 

21 

Lynn Gielau 
 
 

22  
Matthew Eick 

 

23 
Kim Williams 

 

24 
Audrey DeVries 

Jim Moeller 
 
 

27 
Dean Gleason 
Karly Kuecker 

Bennett Nabholz  
Sutton Smith 

Larry & Janell Stock 
 

28 
William & Judy Milius 

Jen Smith 
 

29 
John Maitland 
Diane Miller 

Carol Nystrom 
 
 

30 
Taylor Beem 

Amy Mortenson 

Special Music 
The Wartburg Brass group will be joining us on  
Sunday, March 16, during worship.  We are happy to  
welcome the Warburg Brass group, and will have a 
freewill offering after worship.   

Easter Choir  
All middle school through adult singers are invited to  
join an Easter Choir.  Practices will start Wednesday,  
March12th, at 6:15-6:45. The music can again be  
listened to online.  Type in “Easter Jubilation” by  
Michael Barrett to hear the anthem.  Please plan to join us.   

Dear St. Peter Church Family, 
Words cannot adequately express our heartfelt  
gratitude for the beautiful baby shower you  
organized for our family. Your love, support, and  
generosity have truly touched our hearts as we 
prepare to welcome our third child. Your prayers, 
thoughtful gifts, and warm presence at the shower 
mean more to us than we can convey. We are blessed 
to be part of such a caring and supportive community. 
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for being a 
constant source of warmth, encouragement and love. 
With deepest appreciation and on behalf of the 
Pedersen family, 
Pastor Reed 



 

 

Apply by March 1 for high school program 
Calling all high school students interested in building  
community and spending part of your summer growing in 
faith! In Ewalu's Leadership Training (LT) program, teens 
learn effective leadership skills to practice at their school, 
church, community, home, or even as a future camp  
counselor! During this powerful four-week experience, 
high school students who have completed grades 10-12 
get a behind-the-scenes look at camping ministry while 
growing in faith, boosting self-confidence, and living in a 
Christian community. No cost to attend; participants are 
paid a small stipend. Apply by March 1 to be part of this 
amazing program! 
LT Program Dates for 2025 (choose one session): 

• Session 1: June 8-27 & July 6-11 

• Session 2: July 13-Aug. 8  
Details and online application at www.ewalu.org/LT. 
Questions? Email Emily at program@ewalu.org. 

Our voices matter. Join 
us for our annual Lutheran 
Day on the Hill featuring a  
Proclamation signing by 
Governor Kim Reynolds, 
advocacy at the capitol, 
and a hosted lunch. This is 
our opportunity to share  
priorities to our Legisla-
tors and shine a light on 
our local communities.  

8:30 am-9:00 am- Registration & Light Refreshments 
9:00 am-10:00 am- Welcome & Remarks from Bishops 
10:00 am-10:15 am- Keynote Speaker- Senator Sarah 
Trone Garriott 
10:15 am- 10:30 am - Break 
10:30 am-10:45 am- LSI Update- Renee Hardman, CEO 
10:45 am- 11:15 am- Priorities & Legislators- Amy 
Campbell, LSI Lobbyist  
11:15 am- Lunch & Depart to Capitol 
12:00 pm- Governor Proclamation & Group Photo 
1:00 pm- 3:00 pm- Speak with Legislators  
This free event, sponsored by LSI and the three Iowa 
Synods of the ELCA, is open to anyone who wants to 
advocate and help spread the word.  
If you have a LSI shirt from previous years, we encour-
age you to wear it. If not, we will have a limited num-
ber available for first time attendees while supplies last. 
Registration is open through Wednesday, March 5th.  

Community & Mission News  

Dear Congregation at St Peter Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for your generous support to seminary  
students like me! Your donation to the NEIA Synod H. 
George Anderson Fund for Leaders has made it possible 
for me to focus on exploring God’s word in my studies as I 
am being prepared for ministry instead of worrying about 
how to afford my education. Thank you for removing  
barriers and providing encouragement through your  
support! Blessings –Beth. 
 

Dear St Peter Lutheran Church in Denver, Thank you so 
much for your generous support for seminary students 
like me answering the call to Word and Sacrament. Your 
donation to the NEIA Synod H. George Anderson Fund for 
Leaders scholarship made it possible for me to dig into 
Lutheran Ethics and learn about preaching in diverse  
contexts without having to worry about how to pay for 
tuition. For this I am forever grateful. God bless all of you 
and your wonderful ministry!  
Your sibling in Christ, Chyanne.  
 

St Peter Lutheran, Thank you so much for your generous 
support of the Anderson Fund for Leaders. It helps  
seminary students like me pursue a call to Ministry. I am 
interested in the intersection between Eco-Theology and 
Youth Ministry. Your support means a lot! Peace, Ellie 

https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=07c7b6ea95&e=af3b1f0215
mailto:program@ewalu.org


 

 

Faith Formation  

2025 Sunday School Dates 
 

March 2 
March 9 
March 16 - Spring Break, No Sunday School 
March 23 - Spring Break, No Sunday School 
March 30 
 

April 6 
April 13 - Palm Sunday, No Sunday School 
April 20 - Easter, No Sunday School 
April 27 
 

May 4 - Last Day of Sunday School 
 
 

Please don't hesitate to reach out to a member  
of the education team: Julie Gleason, Mandy 
Gesme, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken, Jodi 
Heinemann. 
 

Sign-up via the Worship  
Servers Volunteer Sign-up http://
www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html   

EWALU CAMP 

It's not too late to save 
on summer camp at 
Camp Ewalu! Register 
by April 15 to get 
$20 off all full-week 
youth programs for  
grades 1-12.  
 
St Peter offers $300 
camper scholarships 
for those attending 
EWALU, contact the 
office if your child is 
attending.  

 

Go to www.ewalu.org/summer-camp to see all the programs, check out the 8-week schedule, and register. Mini Camp, 
Farm Mini Camp and Day Camp have a $10 discount. Ewalu also has Family Camp and Grandparent Camp. 
New this year: Tiered Pricing so families can choose the price they can afford. Details on the website.Remember, no 
child is ever turned away at Ewalu for reasons of financial need. Call Diane at Ewalu for more information at 563-933-
4700. Questions about pricing and registration? Please contact the Ewalu office at the phone number above or 
email camp@ewalu.org. The camp website has FAQs that might have the answers you’re looking for, too!  

Feb. 16th: We made 
happy music like 
Miriam and tried to 
part the waters like 
God parted the Red 
Sea to save the  
Israelites from the 
Pharoah. We ended 
by singing some  
happy songs. 
Feb. 23rd:  
Noah’s Ark! 

http://www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html
http://www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=bf1faa0229&e=af3b1f0215
mailto:camp@ewalu.org?subject=&body=
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2025 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

 The Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:   Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow, Eve Pautsch, Paul Empie,  
Jodi Heinemann   
 

Executive Board:  Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson 
 

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Jayson Gesme, Steve 
DeVries, Jim Moeller  
 

Parish Education: Jodi Heinemann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken   
 

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller, Diann Curtis, 
Nancy Lamos, Joyce Schimmels  
 

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult 
 

Stewardship:  Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens  
 

Youth & Family: Eve Pautsch, Krista Olson, Jill Nuss, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger  
 

Evangelism: Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf , Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle  
 

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson 

St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by 
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church 
540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A 
Denver, IA 50622 
Phone: 319-984-5648  
www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org 
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114 
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