
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Does being the church matter?  
 

If it does, why and how do we as members of the ELCA make a difference in the world?  Join 
Pastor Ron during the 5 Sundays of Lent as we discuss the ELCA’s “Claimed, Gathered, Sent.”  
1.We are church    2.We are Lutheran     3.We are church together 
4.We are church for the sake of the World    5.What difference do we make? 
 

Join us for the Bible Study after worship in the library.  

 St. Peter  
    Lutheran Church Tidings 

March 2015 
Rev. Ron Mathews 

  Holy Week  

March 29- Palm Sunday Worship - 9:00 am 

 *Join us after worship for Palm Sunday Breakfast  

 Sponsored by the high school youth  

   April 2 - Maundy Thursday - 6:30 pm 

  April 3 - Good Friday - 6:30 pm 

 April 5 - Easter Worship - 7:00 am Sunrise Service 

                              & 9:00 am Easter Celebration  

 

We will be celebrating the Celtic roots of our  
Lutheran heritage the season of Lent 

Wednesday Lenten Sermon Series  

Join us the Wednesdays of Lent  
 

 March 4    - If a person doesn’t believe in God, do they go to Hell? 
 March 11 - Priesthood of all Believers 
 March 18- Worship Wars 
 March 25 - Perfection is not the Point  

 
Supper served  in church basement at 5:30 pm 

Holden Evening Prayer Worship at 6:30 pm 

Inspired by the book ~ 
“Lutheran Trump Cards:  

Playing our best hand in the 21st Century” by Dave Daubert 



 

 

      Worship & Music Server 
  Wednesday Lenten worship 6:30 pm    Sunday worship 9 am      

      *TBD = we still need volunteers   *NA = not applicable   
 

 March 1 
Sunday  

9 am  

March 8 
Sunday  

9 am  
 

March 15 
Sunday  

9 am  

March 22 
Sunday  

9 am 

March 18 
Wed. 

6:30 pm 

March 29 
Sunday  

9 am 

March 4 
Wed. 

6:30 pm 

March 11 
Wed. 

6:30 pm 

March 25 
Wed. 

6:30 pm 

Communion 
Assistants 

TBD Pat  
Leonhart 

TBD Sophia  
McInroy 

NA TBD NA NA NA 

Scripture 
Readers  

Joyce  
Miller  

Amy  
Lockhart 

Julie 
Leisinger 

Joyce  
Miller 

Riley 
Schumacher 

TBD Chadron 
Beem 

Lexi  
Lyons 

Lexi  
Lyons 

Acolytes 
 

Sam 
Lockhart & 

TBD 

Jacob  
DeVries 

& TBD 

TBD Jacob  
DeVries 
& TBD 

Marissa  
Leisinger 

& Ali  
Maitland 

Jacob 
DeVries  
&TBD 

Ali  
Maitland 
& Riley 

Schumacher 

Gabe  
Lahmann & 

Jacob 
DeVries  

Hayden 
Arians  
& Bre 
Sadler 

Multimedia 
 

Chadron 
Beem 

Mitchell 
Mohlis 

Jonathan  
Leisinger 

Jeff  
Bales 

NA Leah  
Homeister 

NA NA NA  

Organist Sheryl  
Moeller  

Sheryl  
Moeller  

Sheryl  
Moeller 

Amy  
Lockhart 

Amy  
Lockhart 

Amy  
Lockhart 

Sheryl 
Moeller 

Sheryl  
Moeller  

Amy  
Lockhart 

Sound 
System 

Gary  
Anfinson 

Roger  
Donaldson 

Steve 
DeVries 

Harold  
Wente 

Gary 
Anfinson 

Larry 
Oltrogge  

Harold  
Wente 

Larry 
Oltrogge 

Roger 
Donaldson 

Video Trevor 
Thurm 

Roger 
Thurm 

Trevor 
Thurm 

Roger 
Thurm  

NA Trevor  
Thurm 

NA NA NA 

Altar Guild Terrie Thurm, Lori Thurm, Michelle Steffe  

Usher/
Greeters 

Bill & Judy Milius, Shirley Thurm, Jim & Dori Jurgenson, Dennis Thurm  

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

     From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our  website - www.stpeterdenver.org.  

Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be able to see the activities  
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.  

 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the  Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month. 

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting:  
Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a 
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting. 

Weather and Church 
A reminder that worship at St Peter does not close for inclement weather. We do strongly advise you to use your best 
judgment; if it is safer for you to stay home, please do so.    

During March’s National Professional Social Work Month, we celebrate social  
workers and the difference they make by dedicating their lives to helping others! 
Social workers are found in all areas of our communities, helping struggling children, 
families and adults find resources, discover their own strengths and build healthier 
futures.  



 

 

Community 

The Northeast Iowa Food Bank 
 The Food Bank could use our volunteer help once a 
month. We will be working with members of St  
Timothy’s Church, Hudson. The upcoming date is 
March 14. The time slot is 9-11 am. If you would like 
to help out, go to the volunteer entrance at the Food 
Bank, 1605 Lafayette St, Waterloo. You do not need to 
notify the Food Bank or St Peter. Any questions, call 
Joyce Miller 984-5021.   

Blood Drive Volunteers 
On Friday, March 6th, St. Peter will be volunteering at the 
Life Serve Blood Draw at the Community Center from 1:30-
6:00. Thank you to all who volunteered to work or donate cookies.  

Storyteller, Kris Meyer   
After joining us for GIFT Worship Feb. 4,  
the following email exchanges were made  
between St Peter member, Roger Donaldson 
and Kris. 
 

Roger comments:  She is a very talented lady 
and I think a lot of the kids and adults really  

enjoyed her storytelling.  I know I did.  It made me think about 
how my light is shining for Christ.  Is it as bright as it should be? 
 

Kris,  Thank you for being with us tonight and helping us keep 
our light shining for Jesus.  You certainly are using your gift of 
story telling to shine your light for Christ.  Thanks for the  
reminder to use our gifts well.  God bless you! - Roger  
 

Roger, What a wonderful note of encouragement!! I cannot tell 
you how much I appreciated hearing from you! It was a  
blessing for me to be at St. Peter's! The discussions I had  
afterward with kids and adults were really meaningful! What  
a wonderful congregation you have! 
If I have the gift of storytelling, you have the gift of  
encouragement!!  Thanks again, Roger! Kris 

Womenfest  
The Ecumenical Bible study is now meeting at the Dinner 
Bell on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am. We have great dia-
logue and good fun! Try us out once or often.  

Wellness Screening  
Wellness Screening, Tuesday, April 21, 6:30-8:00 am 
in the lower level of St Peter.   

The Wellness Screening includes:  
23 test panel for $20.00 (a 12 hour fast is recommended) 
Cholesterol Screen for $5.00 
PSA (Prostate Specific Antigen) for $10.00 
TSH (Thyroid Stimulating Hormone) for $5.00  
Complete Blood Count for $5.00 
AIC (Monitors glucose level for diabetes) for $10.00 
Free blood pressure check 

Participants can drink water or take medications prior to the 
testing. The screening is hosted by St. Peter Church with  
Allen Hospital and is open to the public.  

Two of our Lay Ministers, Nancy & LaVonne, are pictured 
visiting our home bound members. They not only bring 
communion & songs, but smiles to those they visit!  

Now In 
WELCA 2015 Books are in, you may pick a copy up from the 
information table outside the office. 
 

We now have Baking Cocoa available from Equal Exchange, 
located next to our coffee in the Friendship Room.  

 

WELCA: If anyone would like a copy of 
“Transforming Life and Faith” companion Bible, 
please stop by the office to pick one up. 



 

 

 

March Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Congregational News  

February Council Minutes Highlights 
The following assignments were made: 
Executive Committee 
President - Megan Smith 
Vice President - Steve DeVries 
Treasurer - Laura Larson 
Secretary - Philip Michels 
 

Ministry Boards 
Property & Management - Randall Satterthwaite 
Stewardship - Doug Miller & Jon Wolter 
Evangelism - Staci Mueller 
Mission - Philip Michels 
Youth & Family - Laura Larson 
Worship & Music – Jeff Bales 
Mutual Ministry – Steve DeVries 
 

Interview questions are being developed for the Youth  
Director position by the Interview Team.  The position has 
been posted in local newspapers, local establishments such  
as Wartburg, Luther Seminary and online. 
 

The Winter Weather policy was discussed and it was decided 
that a decision to cancel Sunday School due to weather will be 
decided by 7:30 am that Sunday morning and posted on the 
Website home page, KWWL, and Facebook.  The current  
policy of Worship being held will not change. 

1 
Marlyn Wolter 

  

2 
Jackie Fober 

Marilyn Wente 
  

3 
Mark Jurgenson 
Ronald Sawyer 

  

4 
Neil & Jan Hartmann 

  
  

7 
Jade Gienau 

  

8 
LaVonne Emkes 

Gary Sharp 
  

9 
Keith Oltrogge 

Joshua Vauthier 
  

10 
Marlys Krueger 
Larry Niemann 

Mary Ryan 
Marvin Schumacher 

  

11 
Jonathan Empie 
Larry Oltrogge 

Greg & Julie Smith 
  

13 
JoAnne Blumenshine 

Janice Gienau 
  

15 
William Milius 

Annabella Place 
  

16 
Kalyn Kurtz 
Josie Wolter 

  

17 
Libby Michels 

Sharon Midthus 
Carol Staley 

Lilyana Upshaw 
  

18 
Kali Ackerman 

Shirley Buhr 
Connie Lobeck 

Jeff & Dawn Riley 
Danelle Elsamiller  

 

19 
Doug Eick 

Marie Meyne 
Izaak Shedenhelm 
Braeden Weston 

Susan & Ronald Sawyer 
 

21 
Lynn Gielau 

Florence Wille 
 

22  
Katelyn Bartels 
Matthew Eick 

 

23 
Doug Miller 

Kate Oltrogge 
Kim Williams 

 

24 
Audrey DeVries 

Ryan Gleason 
Jim Moeller 

 

25 
Ella Feller 

Renee McInroy 
Zachary Oberheu 

 

27 
Dean Gleason 
Terry Miller 

Matthew Rector 
Sutton Smith 

Larry & Janell Stock 
 

28 
William & Judy Milius 

 

29 
John Maitland 
Carol Nystrom 

Erik Ryan 

Lenten Offering 
The Lenten offering will be divided between WELCA and the 
high school youth; which ever group is serving the Lenten 
supper will receive the Lenten offering for that week.  

Easter Offering 
The Holy Week and Easter Offerings will go to support Lutheran 
Services in Iowa.  For 150 years, LSI has stood beside Iowa’s 
most vulnerable people, fulfilling a promise to respond to the 
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service.  

The Denver area was well represented at Peace Lutheran Church 
service in Ft Myers, Florida, on Feb. 1. Roger & Ardith Reinking, 
Sheryl & Jim Moeller, Larry & Ruth Niemann, Jack & Sheila 
Mixdorf, Roger & Shirley Thurm, are pictured below with Dr 
Katherine Kleinhans, visiting scholar from Wartburg College.  

Easter Lilies 
We will order Easter Lilies from Hy-Vee 

again this year. Please fill out an “in 
memory of” order form located on the 
table outside of the office, if you would 

like to purchase a lily. Cost $9.62. 
Deadline: March 18.  

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or listed 
incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or corrections. 

Thank you.  



 

 

Women of the ELCA 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday, 
every other month at 6:30 pm.  
 

Next meeting: Thursday, March 5  

If you know of someone who is in need of a Prayer 
Shawl, please take one from the pew in the Friend-
ship Room.  Please make sure you fill out a form 
(located in basket on pew).  

Mission & Community  

His Hands Oran Food Pantry 
During the month of January they served 53 households and 
157 individuals and dispersed 3248.8 pounds of food.  Food 
is the body's fuel to stay warm during the cold.  A thank-you 
to all who continue to remember those in need during this 
time of year. 
If you would like to volunteer at the pantry, contact  Linda 
Ferguson. 319-638-4357 or 319-231-0262 please leave a  
message and someone will call you back.   

WELCA Board Meeting 
Saturday, March 7 @ 9:00 am 

 

WELCA Bible Study Leaders   
Sunday, March 29 @ 10:15 am  

 

Ruth Circle 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 4 at 7:00 pm 

Bible study leader: Sheryl  
Hostess: Brenda  

 

Mary Circle 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, March 4 at 1:30 pm  

In the library. 
Bible study leader: Dorothy 

Hostess: Darlys  
 

Naomi Circle 
Next Meeting: Sunday, March 1 at 10:15 am  

Bible study leader: Caryl  
 

Serving Committee for March 
Chairperson - Mary Circle 

 

Kay Becker       Shirley Buhr    Sharon Diercks   
Donna Donaldson  Elizabeth Foelske Donna Kittle   
Leslie Lyons       Jill Nuss    Marcia Ott   
Sue Sawyer              Cheryl Sharp    Mary Stevens   
Florence Wille       Susan Wille     Joy Wolter 

BackPack Program  
The Northeast Iowa Food Bank program is at 123 sites 
throughout NE Iowa and serves over 4,000 kids. 
We currently have 16 kids in the Denver Schools that receive 
a bag of food weekly.  We are able to add hygiene/toiletry 
items to the bags.  St. Paul  UCC and the Baptist Church  
collected items in addition to the items collected at St Peter. 
For the month of March we are gathering shampoo. If you 
have any questions or would like to help distribute bags  
contact Bev Diercks at 319-279-3819.   

Quilt Tying  
Join us for quilt tying on Mondays from 9 am to 3 pm and 
again in the evenings, 6:30-8:30 pm. And Tuesdays from  
9 am to Noon. All are welcome.  Quilts tied thus far= 140! 

College Care Packages 
We are gathering the addresses of our St Peter college  
students to send care packages to them in April. Please send 
your student’s address to the church office.  

Touchdown St Peter! 
Thank you to all who participated in “SOUPer” Bowl Sunday! 
The donations for wearing your favorite team jersey raised 
$290 for the Salvation Army. We also collected many cans of 
soup for their ministry.  

Lutheran World Relief  
The people of St Peter are expressing their faith in  
action as we prepare for the April 11 Ingathering of 
quilts and kits for LWR. So far 140 quilts and 24 baby 
care kits are boxed, ready to ship. Quilters are still in 
need of quilt fillers: as in old blankets, curtains, table 
clothes, sheets, mattress pads of any size, etc. Also multi
-bar soap and light weight bath towels, (about 27”x52”) 
are needed for personal care and baby care kits. Cash 
gifts are welcome—let the committee do the shopping.  

Matching Dollars 
 A total of $1,349 Thrivent Choice Dollars were added to the 
Christmas Offering we sent to Lutheran Disaster Response.  

Noisy Offering 
Denver Cares’ Easter Meals will be supported by the March 
and April Noisy offering. Denver Cares is a community-
sponsored organization that provides year-round  
assistance for basic needs and annual gift programs.  
Currently St Peter is collecting Noisy Offering to go towards 
food baskets for Easter. The Mission Board and student  
volunteers will shop for items to be include in the 10  
baskets we will prepare for Denver Cares.  

College Care Package Donations 
We are looking for volunteers to donate items to help with 
making care packages for St Peter college students. The  
option to make and donate a box yourself is available again 
this year. Boxes and lists of possible content items are  
available, outside the church office. Suggestions for items 
are: granola bars, fruit snacks, rice krispie bars, ramen  
noodles, snack crackers, goldfish crackers, trail mix, easy 
mac, microwave popcorn, cookies, peanut butter, jelly, 
M&M’s, licorice, jolly ranchers, suckers, gum, hot chocolate 
mix, single packet drink mix, Chex mix, etc. Thank you for 
considering this encouraging gesture, during a time of 
stress for most students.  Please have items to the church 
by April 3.  



 

 

Sunday School 
Upcoming dates to remember: NO Sunday School  
March 22—due to spring break & March 29 is Palm  
Sunday, please join us for breakfast after worship.  
Sunday School class will follow worship, at 10:15 am in  
the lower level of the church. If you have questions, please 
contact Lisa Michels 319-427-2088. 

 

Youth & Family  

High School Mission Trip 
We are pleased to announce that the high school youth will 
be going on a mission trip to Wetumpka, Alabama, in June.  
Questions ? Contact Jackie Fober 319-242-1128.  

Confirmation Retreat 
The confirmation students will be going to EWALU  
for a confirmation retreat from March 13-15.  

Wartburg Morning Camp 
Free childcare for children of all ages  
will be provided by Wartburg College  
students on Saturday, March 21, from 9:00 am to Noon 
at St. Peter, in the lower level of the church 
building.  Child Care, Educational Lessons, 
Fun Crafts and Games, Homework Help and 
Tutoring, Snacks provided. Contact Cassie 
Upshaw at 641-420-0442 with questions 
or for more details.  

High School Youth Group 
All high school youth are invited to join in the gatherings 
on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month. The meetings 
are at 7:00 pm at Josh & Laura Larson’s house—1001 
Donna St, Denver.  

The confirmation EPIC class is pictured above chatting with  

Karerina Canter, (an ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission) 

who is serving in Hungary, via Skype.  

Sunday School Cancellation Policy  
If it is decided that we need to cancel Sunday School due 
to weather, it will be announced by 7:30 am, that Sunday 
morning and posted on the St Peter website home page, 
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook and KWWL. 

First Communion Class 
Class will be Sunday, March 22, from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. 
This preparation is for students and their guardians.  
During this time we will learn how to bake communion 
bread, gather around the altar to see up close the chancel 
space and the communion wear, and end our time  
discussing the practice of receiving communion: how to 
hold your hands out, what to say, and most importantly 
why we do these things. 
The class is also open to anyone fifth grade and above who 
has not taken a First Communion Class or received their 
First Communion.   
The class will celebrate reception of their First  
Communion during Maundy Thursday Worship Service, 
April 2, at  6:30 pm. 
RSVP to church office if you plan to attend. 

Pictured are the mission trip kids  
making subs for Super Bowl Sunday. 

The Valentine’s Dinner was enjoyed by many.  

The high school youth had kitchen duty too. Thank you to the 
congregation for supporting our youth in their fund raisers!  
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2015 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

Pastor Ron Mathews or Megan Smith, Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:  Laura Larson,  Megan Smith, Steve DeVries, Jon Wolter, Philip Michels, Jeff Bales, Staci Mueller,  
Doug Miller, Randall Satterthwaite   
 

Executive Board: President - Megan Smith; Vice President –Steve DeVries; Secretary - Philip Michels;  
Treasurer - Laura Larson.  
 

Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartman, Terry Miller, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight 
Diercks, Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart 
 

Parish Education: Lisa Michels, Eve Pautsch  
 

Worship & Music: Jeff Bales,  Sheryl Moeller, Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller,  
Nancy Lamos 
 

Mission: Philip Michels, Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Barb Klemp, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre 
 

Stewardship: Jon Wolter, Doug Miller,  Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson  
 

Youth & Family: Laura Larson, Megan Smith, Leah Homeister, Jackie Fober  
 

Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, Marlys Krueger  
 

Trust Fund Committee: Sandra Sue Eick, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Becky Miller, Ryan Tucker 
 

Mutual Ministry: Steve DeVries 
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