St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
May 2025

Pastor Pedersen’s Points — My Easter Lily

On Easter Sunday our altar is surrounded by
beautiful Easter Lilies. This is a common tradition in
many Christian churches. At St. Peter, each lily
represents loved ones who have died. One must
wonder why we do such a thing. Is there any
meaning behind it? You bet!

The Easter Lily holds deep Christian
symbolism. It represents purity, hope, and
resurrection. Its trumpet-shaped blooms symbolize
the victory trumpets sounding forth for Christ’s
triumph over death. The white color of the lily
signifies the purity and rebirth connected to the
renewal and salvation won which are central to our
Easter celebration. There is even a popular (though
likely false) legend that says Easter Lilies sprang
up in the Garden of Gethsemane when droplets of
Jesus’ blood dripped on them.

This practice became popular around the 1940’s. | am not sure when it started at St.
Peter, but perhaps one of our more veteran members may know. All in all, it is a lovely way to
celebrate Easter and remind us that our loved ones who have passed on have not died to
eternity. Instead, their lives are in God’s eternal embrace thanks to Jesus Christ.

This Easter my family and | did not purchase an Easter Lily, but we certainly had our
own Easter Lily to celebrate! Lillian Joy Pedersen was born on April 1. She is a happy, healthy,
and hungry kid. She likes to show off her big eyes whenever she is awake. She is my Easter Lily.
When | look at her, | also see purity, hope, and resurrection.

An Easter Lilly is a wonderful and beautiful thing! | do hope you continue to see them
and celebrate our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Megan and | will certainly be
doing that for our Easter Lily when she is baptized during worship on May 25%™.



Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
*Volunteers needed —please sign-up online or contact the office
May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am
Organist Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller
Acolytes
Communion
Assistant
Scripture Jim Moeller Meagan Pedersen
Reader
Multimedia Philip Michels Leah Homeister Todd Foelske Andrew Wagner
Sound Nathan Asmus Alton Midthus Steve DeVries Larry Oltrogge
System
Sunday School NA NA NA
Helper
Altar Guild Nancy Lamos, Staci Mueller, Anne Sickles
Usher/Greeters Randy & Terrie Thurm, Mark & Jackie Fober
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

BINGO
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset Home
every third Friday of the month. The next Bingo day
is Friday, May 16, at 10:00 am. We're always looking
for available bingo players; the connection with the
residents is special! Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.

E-giving through Vanco
This platform provides a
secure and user-friendly way
to give to our church online.

From the Church Office

AA/Alanon Check out the online church calendar. The link
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower is on the opening page of our website -
level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) www.stpeterdenver.org.
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level (first& Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will
fourth Tuesdays - round table format) be able to see the activities scheduled for the year.
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month. Anyone If you would like to add something to the calendar
who has an interest in or questions about the disease of please contact the office. 319-984-5648
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may be Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am
dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd

open meeting. Friday of each month.



Community & Mission News

Linens for Lent: Linda delivered St Peter’s Easter Meals
donations to Friends of the Family. They were so
happy to receive all the linens for their clients!

The Board of Mission purchased twelve Easter meals of non-
perishable food items, plus a $10 gift card, for Denver Cares.
Through your generous Noisy Offerings during March and
April, twelve recipients will be blessed with the joy, hope,
love and peace of Easter every day.

Helping Hands Clothing Closet
The Clothing Closet is ready for warm weather; swimsuits,
shorts, tank tops and flip flops are all out and ready to go to
anyone in need of help. Thank you to Readlyn Elementary for
holding a clothing drive for the closet and to the 6th graders
who helped hang and put out their donation. Thank you for
all of the wonderful donations and a special thank you to our
volunteers. Please stop by and let anyone who could use our
help know that we would be very happy to help with clothing
needs. Hours: 9:00 - 11:00 am Tuesday mornings, 6:30 -7:30
pm Wednesday evenings, and 9:00 - 11:00 am the first
Saturday of the month. Located at 2029 Viking Ave. Sumner,
[A. Carolyn Mohlis 319-279-3247 or carolyn.mohlis@gmail.com
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Thank you to everyone who helped make our Easter Day
service very successful and special. The music was fabulous, the
sanctuary lilies looked amazing;the bread and wine worked
out perfectly. Our church brou ht‘z: the “Alleluias” with power
and reverence. We have a wonderful congregation that truly
0r§hips Our Lord. ‘
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The Salvation Army (our Noisy Offering
recipients from Nov/Dec,) were grateful for the
donations of $332.90 and 64 cans of soup!
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Love Offering
You should have received the Love Offering letter in
the mail, it was sent out on Wednesday, April 23.
For many years, the St. Peter Lutheran Church
Women of the ELCA ( WELCA) have gathered
a Spring Love Offering to help support the causes
and needs of the current year.
This year, the WELCA Board has voted to designate
25% of our Love Offering for expenses related to our
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) quilt and kit ministry,
25% to Lutheran Disaster Response, and the
remaining 50% to be given as part of our Christmas
Gifts at the end of 2025. Please contact Sheryl
Moeller or other WELCA Board members with any
questions. The Love Offering will be collected
through June. Thank you in advance for your
heartfelt and generous contributions.



May Birthdays &
Anniversaries

1
Davis Becker
Dori Jurgenson
Megan Schmauss

2

Brian & Melissa Nabholz

3
Judy Vauthier

Michael & Jaime Gienau

Jon & Brenda Wolter

4
Jace Cross
Todd Foelske

5
Betty Biemann

6
Derek Gielau

7
Carson Haase
Michael Vauthier
Randy & Roxi Herman

10
Larry Stock

11
Michelle Steffe
Lori Thurm

13
Mitchell Mohlis
Rachelle Nystrom

14
Marcia Ott

15
Garland & Heather
Krabbenhoft

16
Wanda Meier
Brody Wirtjes

17
Rodney Diercks

18
Chip Flory
Sara Oltrogge
Ben & Jill Thrasher

19
Carolee Oberheu
Cassandra Upshaw

20
Joel & Joy Wolter

21
Trudi Schimmels

22
Kris Steege
Jack & Sheila Mixdorf
Randy & Terrie Thurm

23
Donna Donaldson
Derek & Alexandra Gielau

25
Alton Midthus
Ethan Thies

26
Austin Herman
Doug Roethler

27
Alexis Lyons

28
Ed & JoAnne Blumenshine
Reagan Carman
Tessa Joerger
Todd & Elizabeth Foelske

30
Philip Michels

31
Richard Beckel
Wesley Homeister
Zack Thrasher

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed
or listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions
or corrections. Thank You

St Peter Clean Up Day

The Property board will be hosting a grounds clean up

of the church and parsonage on Saturday, May 3rd.
The fun should begin at 8:00 AM. Lawn rakes and
shearing tools would make a great accompaniment.

Church News

Easter Lilies in Memory of...

Ron & Marlys Krueger
Ray & Jackie Davis
from Dave & Linda Krueger

Arlene & Lester Matthias
Wilbert Lobeck &

Nelson Gaede

from Jerry & Connie Lobeck

Art & Millie Kurtt
from Gene & Pat Leonhart
family

Our loved ones we have lost
from Jan & Robert Gienau
family

Bill Tjaden, Ben & Amy
Tjaden,

Lavern & Joyce Sigler
from Caryl Tjaden

Our parents and
Norman, Dean, Mary & Pat

James Lamos
Marcia Lashbrook
from Nancy Lamos

Vern & Marge Moeller
from Jim & Sheryl Moeller
family

Roger Kittle,

Gus & Claribel Koeff,
Keith & Laura Koeff
Virgil Wallace,
Donald Miller

from Donna Kittle

John Franzen
from Jim & Roxane
Franzen family

Mike & Brady Schult
from Linda Schult

Tom Stevens
From Mary Stevens

& Denise family
from Helen & Marv Ron Kohagen &
Schumacher Our grandparents
The Reuter and Schimmels ~ Jeff & Marcia Joerger
families family
From The Schimmels family Terry Miller
Marvin & LuAnn Leisinger From Joyce Miller,
David, Alan & Kendra, Julie, Mike Andrew family,
Nancy and the grandchildren ~ Ryan Miller family
Duane and Beulah Schuldt
Mary, Brenda and the
grandchildren

Member Update

Dorothy Eggena has moved out of Willow Winds Assisted
Living in Denver and has moved to Birdee Cottage
Memory Care in Waterloo. Birdee Cottage is a house in a
residential area near Dorothy’s daughter. Prayers for
Dorothy to have an easy transition and that she receives
appropriate memory care. Prayers of thankfulness for
more than two years of fantastic care and joy that so
many friends from St. Peter visited Dorothy at Willow
Winds during her stay there. Appreciation for all of the
support Dorothy receives from such a wonderful caring

Denver community.



Trees for the Future

+ The tribute of planting trees is a
beautiful and an echo-friendly
manner of perpetuating and
memorializing a loved one’s soul
for future generations. As the
roots take hold in the ground,
these trees flourish in
establishing and continuing a
long lasting legacy. The Board of Mission will plant a
tree in the church cemetery in memory of all the Saints
from St. Peter who died during 2024 (Ron Krueger, Doris
Blankenship, Alvin Eggena, Anna Everding, Elaine Dove,
Harold Wille.) We pray that each year we will be able to
continue this tradition as we remember our family and
friends while at the same time be good stewards of God’s
creation. As Martin Luther said, “Even if | knew that
tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would still
plant my apple tree.” There will be baskets at the back
of the church for tree purchase donations.

Buck-a-Chick
The Board of Mission would like to thank everyone
who contributed money to the Buck-a-Chick project,
we collected $113, and Womensfest is adding $94
from their Lenten Meal donations. Your generosity
will provide nutritious meals for growing children and
help generate income for families in need all over the
world. God loves a cheerful giver!

College Care Packages
The Board of Mission put together 20 Kollege Kare Kits
on Sunday, April 27th that will be delivered to St. Peter
college students who are preparing for end-of-the-year
finals. A $250 Thrivent grant was used to purchase an
assortment of treats to keep kids fortified during a
stressful time of the school year. The Kits are also a
reminder that our church family remembers them and
cares about them.

Community & Mission News

Noisy Offering
The Noisy Offerings in May and June will be shared
with Ronald McDonald House in lowa City. Ronald
McDonald’s House is a home away from home for
families of critically ill children. The houses are
located near hospitals and provide comfortable
accommodations so that families can stay close to
their sick child. Each house offers private bedrooms
and bathrooms, communal living spaces, kitchens,
laundry facilities, and other amenities to make the
stay as comfortable as possible. In addition to lodging,
Ronald McDonald’s House provides emotional
support through programs like art therapy, music
therapy, and counseling services.
"God loves a cheerful giver” 2 Corinthians 9:7
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Congratulations to Emery, Landry, Anna, Reagan

on making their First Communion. Thank you to
Pastor Jebsen for leading the service on April 9.

Teacher Appreciation
It's May, and that means Teacher Appreciation week
is approaching! St. Peter has traditionally shared treats
with educators at the elementary, middle and high
schools and Discoveries during this week to let them
know we are grateful for all they do to help our
districts children grow in so many ways. If you could
provide a little something to add to the trays of
goodies that will be delivered on May 5th, that would
be great. Cookies, candy, little bags of purchase treats,
small bags of chips, gift cards to State Street or Small
Town Nutrition will make for a sweet delivery.
Monetary donations would also be appreciated and
can be placed in the baskets at the back of
the church. Donated items can be left in the church
kitchen prior to May 5th.



Faith Formation

Free Camp Opportunity!
EWALU Camp and Retreat Center
Announcement

In celebration of a recent estate gift to EWALU, for
the 2025 camping season, EWALU is offering
100 free weeks of camp to first-time EWALU
campers on a first come, first serve basis, starting
immediately. This is a unique opportunity for first-
time EWALU campers, and these camperships will
go fast so if families have children who have not
experienced God's creation at EWALU where they
can explore their faith, make new friends and,
challenge themselves, register them now!

EWALU &

Summer Camp <
; OPEN HOUSE

hat summer camp Js [
ey,
< U
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SATURDAY, MAY 10,1-4 PM

Parents & kids can take 3 tour, meet some counselons B ask questions!
Wa'lt have o campfire, treats and a Etthe something to take home.

SEE WHERE CAMPERS STAY [ CAMP STORE OPEN

more Info: www.Ewakiorg | 563-933-4700
camp by Apwit 18 g

May 4 - Last Day of Sunday School

2025 St. Peter High School Graduates
Congratulations to Braven Beaumont, Abigail Foelske,
Lyla Gesme, William Lockhart, Kiara Michels, Jordon
Nuss & Miranda Thurm, on successfully completing
your high school education! In recognition of your
achievement, we are inviting all members of the
graduating class of 2025 to worship together at
our 9:00 am worship service, May 25. Please bring
your graduation gown and meet in the Friendship
Room at 8:45 am.

The graduates will receive quilts made by members
of the congregation, along with a reception

following the service in the friendship room. We will
once again have a “Graduate Recognition Board” at the
back of the sanctuary. If you have not already, Please
send a digital photo and plans for after high school to
Amy at Amy.lockhart@uni.edu or
info@stpeterdenver.org or bring a senior photo

to the church office.

Spring Work Day
Join volunteers, families, and church groups to
help Ewalu get ready for the summer season.
Take time to explore camp and meet staff and
other volunteers; come Friday evening to spend
the night at Ewalu free of charge. Saturday, May 3,
8:00 am - 4:00 pm, or as your time allows.

VBS Save the Date
Vacation Bible School will be Friday August 15,
2025! We will hold VBS at Ingawanis Adventure
Camp again. More information will be made
available as plans get underway.
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A

Denver, |A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648

www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

«AddressBlock»

2025 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
The Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow, Eve Pautsch, Paul Empie,
Jodi Heinemann
Executive Board: Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Jodi Heinemann

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Paul Empie, Steve
DeVries, Jim Moeller

Parish Education: Jodi Heinemann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller, Diann Curtis,

Nancy Lamos, Joyce Schimmels

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult
Stewardship: Eve Pautsch, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens

Youth & Family: Abby Roethler, Krista Olson, Jill Nuss, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger
Evangelism: ill Nuss, Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson




