St Peter Lutheran Church Tidings
November 2024

— e v o o - — Pastor Pedersen’s Points -
Our Citizenship in Heaven and “The Great Divide”

BT ouN
CITIZENSHIP | stumbled upon a song last spring called, “The Great Divide” by Billy
5IN o

Strings and Luke Combs. It highlights the division in our country and em-
AND phasizes the urgent need to bridge the gap before we fracture as a nation
SRR WE Awarr REAOR and as a people. | became obsessed with this song for several weeks. It
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST ., . . . . . .
still has a place in the back of my mind since | discovered it. | have caught
myself listening to it on repeat thinking about what | would say as a pastor
in our November newsletter and from the pulpit pre- and post-election.

Please read the words below and ask yourself if this sounds true today:
We're striking matches on the TV; Setting fires on our phones

Bearing crosses we believe in dying on

Tempers flare, the flame flies higher; As we soar closer towards the sun
But I like to think too much damage ain't been done

We're all so far, so far apart now; It's as deep as it is wide

We're about to fall apart now; If we can't reach the other side

We gotta find a way across the great divide

The great divide being sung about is one | am sure you have felt. When did it start to get this
heated? | cannot tell you. What | can tell you is that the divide is a political one. How should our country be run?
What should be the focuses and stances it takes? As citizens of a democratic country, we are blessed with the
right of voice and vote. While there are exceptions, such as individuals under 18, everyone can still use their
voice to express political opinions, even if they can't vote. The founders of the Lutheran movement believed in
the importance of civic duty and activeness. Martin Luther saw good and peaceful government as a gift of God
included in our plea for daily bread in the Lord’s Prayer (Small Catechism, Lord’s Prayer: 4" Petition). The
founders did not see good and peaceful government as something simply received. They saw it as something
for which we can participate in and strive for.

As we gear up to go and vote for people to help run the United States of America, | want to take
this opportunity to remind us of where our primary citizenship lies, in heaven. Paul writes this to the
Philippians, “But our citizenship is in heaven, and itis from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ.” (Philippians 3:20) What does this mean for us in the coming election? Once the votes are cast and the
elections have been decided, our primary citizenship does not change. Our Savior is not coming from political
candidates. Instead, Christians have been gifted and called by the saving love of Jesus Christ to care for the
world and those in it.

God has called us to be loving citizens of heaven together. Election results don't bring us together; they
just tell us who won. Our unity comes from our shared faith and commitment to love one another as Christ loves
us. Let us focus on building bridges, fostering understanding, and working together for the common good.

Let us focus on trying to find a way across the great divide. In doing so, we reflect the true spirit of Thanksgiving
and the love of God in our lives.

In humble and loving service,
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen




Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am

*Volunteers needed —please sign-up online or contact the office

November 3 November 10 November 17 November 24
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am
Organist Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller
Acolytes Lauren Carman & Lauren Carman & Laruen Carman & TBD
Garrett Wahl Marin Beenken Garrett Wahl
Communion Lauren Carman & Lauren Carman & Garrett Wahl & Pat Leonhart &
Assistant Garrett Wahl Morgan Roethler Lauren Carman Sue Buss
Scripture Gavin Carman Jim Moeller Amy Lockhart Gene Leonhart
Reader
Multimedia Todd Foelske Philip Michels Philip Michels TBD
Sound Larry Oltrogge Alton Midthus Steve DeVries Roger Donaldson
System
Sunday School TBD Carrie & Marin Beenken | Emily Niewoehner & TBD
Helper
Altar Guild LaVonne Westendorf, Kelley Carman, Brittany Wagner
Usher/Greeters Steve & Audrey DeVries family, Jim & Dori Jurgenson
Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.
AA/Alanon From the Church Office

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights
at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth
Tuesdays of the month)

Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the
lower level (first& fourth Tuesdays - round
table format)

Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each
month. Anyone who has an interest

in or questions about the disease of
alcoholism or anyone who fears that a
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism
is welcome to attend the monthly open
meeting.

Check out the online church calendar.
The link is on the opening page of our
website - www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar;
you will be able to see the activities
scheduled for the year. If you would like
to add something to the calendar please
contact the office. 319-984-5648
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the
3rd Friday of each month.

E-giving through
Vanco
This platform provides a
secure and user-friendly
way to give to our
church online.




Community & Mission News

Veterans Day
Veterans Day is celebrated on November 11th each year.
The Sunday School kids and the Board of Mission would
like to recognize the military service to our country of St.
Peter members on Sunday, November 10th. To do so, a
special coffee will be served in the lower level following
worship. Please advise Roxane if you know of any veteran
who is a member of our congregation, so each one can be
recognized.

Helping Hands Clothing Closet
Helping Hands Clothing Closet has been very busy
helping our clients with their winter clothing needs.
Thank you to everyone who has donated to the closet.
While it has been warm this fall eventually winter will
come to Iowa and we will continue to need winter
clothing; especially for kids. We have a section of
nursing scrubs for anyone needing uniforms for work
and we have a section of maternity clothing. As always,
thank you to our volunteers. If you would like to
volunteer; please let me know. Hours: 9:00 - 11:00 am
Tuesday mornings, 6:30 -7:30 pm Wednesday eve-
nings, and 9:00 - 11:00 am the first Saturday of the
month. Located at 2029 Viking Ave. Sumner, IA.
Carolyn Mohlis 319-279-3247 or carolyn.mohlis@gmail.com

His Hands Food Pantry
Serving families in the area that are experiencing food
insecurity. Current Request : Hygiene products, e.g.
shampoo, conditioner, tooth paste, soaps, Also canned

fruit, cereal, peanut butter. Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm.

And Friday, 9:00 am - noon. September Statistics,
Household Served-89. Individuals Served-233. Food
Distributed-6,389 Ibs. Questions -319-638-4357 or Mary
Burgart 563-920-3857.0ur latest donation on 10/29
was 377 lbs! (this total also included the generous
donations from Brothers’ Market)

Noisy Offering:
The offerings collected during November and December
will be shared with the Salvation Army and LSI. The
Salvation Army meets human need wherever, whenever,
and however they can. By assessing the needs of each
community they serve, by understanding the obstacles
and challenges. The Salvation Army builds local
programs designed to offer immediate relief, short-term
care and long-term growth in the areas that will best
benefit the community via spiritual, physical and
emotional services.
Lutheran Services in lowa (LSI) is one of lowa’s largest
nonprofit human service agencies. For hundreds of
families across lowa, LSI is making a difference. Thanks
to the support of donors, parents have access to early
childhood education, lowans with disabilities are
finding their independence and children are receiving
the mental health care they need to thrive.

Holiday Shoppe Tree ; \;\: A
Once again St. Peter will have the W=

opportunity to participate in the
Bremer County Holiday Shoppe at
Redeemer Lutheran Church in
Waverly. Holiday Shoppe will collect and distribute
gifts for about 500 local children (infants through 18.)
This project is successful because of caring people like
you. The St Peter tree will be set up in the Friendship
Room with tags for gift suggestions on November 3.
We will collect unwrapped gifts thru December 1.
Cash ,checks and gift cards are also welcome. Checks
should be made out to United Way (Holiday Shoppe in
memo line). Thank you for your continued support of
this worthwhile and much needed project. Any
questions please contact Roxane at the church office
or Joyce Miller 319-984-5021.

Food Bank Thanksgiving Blessings
At a time of year when families gather at tables filled
with holiday favorites, some families will be wishing
they had enough food to feed their family. Seniors on
fixed-incomes won't have enough money to buy both
food and medication. And hungry children in our
community will be wishing that their stomachs
would stop aching from hunger. Having food to eat
shouldn't be anyone's wish during the holidays. But
the fact is that one in twelve of our neighbors in
Northeast lowa is at risk of hunger right now. At the
Northeast lowa Food Bank, your donation helps feed
families in crisis. The Food Bank distributes food
directly to those in need through local agencies and
programs including emergency food pantries,
shelters, soup kitchens and elder care centers.
Thanksgiving will be here soon and your help is
urgently needed. At the food bank, they are able
to take every $10 you donate and turn it into
approximately 40 meals. Your donation will truly
be a gift that matters for those in need.
A table will be set up near the office to collect
money for the Food Bank. Each dollar makes a huge
difference! Ask God to open your heart and be
humbled by your wealth. May your deep sense of
gratefulness encourage you to find generosity and
wonder in all aspects of your life.

Thanksgiving Worship
Please join us as we give thanks for all
our blessings as we join with St Paul
UCC & St John Maxfield, on Sunday,
November 24 at 6:30 pm. The worship
will be held at St Paul UCC Denver.




November Birthdays &

Anniversaries

1 11
Tammy Maitland Nicole Eick
Cora Schmauss Layne Fober
2 12
Gary and Kari Anfinson Adam Gielau
Lyla Gesme Tricia Kurtz
Veda Schmauss Helen Schumacher
3 Jerry Stoll
Eric Mixdorf 13
Steven Moon Bradley Franzen
Doug and Gayle Eick 14
) 4 Paige Corell
Blair Sanderson Katelyn Mortenson
Philip and Lisa Michels s
5 Nicholas Krabbenhoft
Trent Weber
Jerry Lobeck 16
Clifford and Joyce Marcia & Jeff Joerger
Schimmels 18
6 James Jurgenson
Paul Beem 20

Roxanne Herman

Dawson Nabholz Joyce Schimmels

Landry Petersburg 21
Gary and LaVonne Carol Everding
Westendorf
22
Corbin Hill
7 Jon Wolter
Richard and Sarah Beckel
Dennis and Mary Thurm 25
8 Kade Williams
Zildjian Seehase
9 27
Gayle Eick Nathaniel Brown
Michael & Samantha Krueger Carol Moon
Troy Midthus
Trevor Thurm 29
10 Brenda Wolter
Sheryl Moeller

Kari and Eric Foelske
Johnathan Leisinger
Harry & Diane Miller

We apologize if your birthday
or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify

the office with additions or
corrections. Thank You

Church News

All Saints Sunday
All Saints Sunday, November 3, the church'’s traditional
time to remember those who have died in the past year
and those born/baptized into our faith community. We
celebrate and remember their lives and how we are knit
together with them in the victory of Jesus’ resurrection.

We will remember those from St Peter that have passed
since last year’s All Saints Day—Ron Krueger, Doris
Blankenship, Alvin Eggena, Anna Everding, Elaine Dove.
We also remember: Bernice Karnik, Louise Schlichte,
Marlene Homeister, Randy Roshek, Jim Jennings,

Juanita Zeiger.

Hear our prayer O God as we remember with
thanksgiving those who have loved and served you here
on earth, and who now rest from their labors.

We remember in celebration those who are young and
beginning their life in you: Harper Nabholz, William Beckel,
Linnlee Thomas, Kellen Westendorf, Lily Frericks

Hear our prayer O God as we remember in celebration
those who have officially joined our church family here
at St. Peter Lutheran Church: Andrew, Brittany, Jaxson,
Maverick Wagner, JP & Michelle Sager, Dori & Lily Frericks,
Eric Mixdorf & Joy Schneider.

Extra Dishes in the Kitchen
Are you missing anything? We have some extra pans/
containers in the kitchen, please check the assortment
on the counter in case one is yours. Thank you!

Member Update
Darlys Milius has moved to The Meadows of Shell
Rock assisted living. Her address: Darlys Milius, 528 N
Kelly St, Apt 123, Shell Rock, IA 50670, and welcomes
visitors as well.

Veterans Day Program
Sunday, November 3rd please grab your coffee and a
treat and find a comfy pew alongside Sunday
School. We have a special guest, Retrieving Freedom,
coming to talk about their Service Dog Training
Program and what their four-legged friends can do
with /for Veterans ahead of our November
10th Veterans Day coffee and treats. The presentation
should only take about 15 minutes, and we would love
to have you join us!

If you would like to know more about them before
their visit, check out www.retrievingfreedom.org.

We will have a donation basket available for their

visit November 3rd for anyone interested.

Sunday School will be making Veteran's Day cards after
the guest speaker and anyone is more than welcome to
join us to make a card, too!


https://www.retrievingfreedom.org/

Community & Mission News

BINGO
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset Home every third
Friday of the month. The next Bingo day is Friday, November 15,
at 10:00 am. We're always looking for available bingo players;

Emergency Services Thanked
During the month of November, the Board of Mission
will be recognizing and thanking Denver police
officers, firefighters and ambulance crew members.
Our community is blessed with people who protect
and serve our citizens each day. In their honor, food
will be delivered to their monthly meetings in
November. To help defray the cost of the food, we are
asking for monetary donations. There will be baskets
outside Pastor Reed's office to receive your gifts.

EWALU Quilt Auction Totals
Ewalu had a wonderful warm and breezy day for
their Annual Quilt Live Auction on Sept. 21, and a
great Online Auction. Overall, both auctions raised
about $58,000 in bidding/sales on about 330 quilts
and hand-crafted items! The St. Peter quilting group
donated two quilts. Their Yellow Flower Garden
quilt was sold for $85 and the Girls, Girls, Girls quilt
went for $40. These quilts, along with all others,
help to support the ministry at EWALU. Next year's
Live Auction will be Saturday, Sept. 20, 2025.
Mary Stevens, St Peter EWALU Representative

*The Thanksgiving Offering will go to
the NEIA Food Bank.

the connection with the residents is special!
Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.

With Appreciation
Heartfelt thanks to all who have contributed to our
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Quilt and Kit ministry this
past summer and fall. Each contribution whether donations
of fabrics, sheets, kit supplies, monetary gifts, prayers, or
time and talents is greatly appreciated. Quilts and kits sent
to LWR will now be distributed in the United States as well
as other countries around the world. Our St. Peter quilts
and kits were collected and shipped to the LWR warehouse
in St. Paul on Saturday, October 12. Your gifts will be
blessings for those who are in need and receive these items.
St. Peter WELCA.

LWR Totals from the Ingathering
Fall LWR Ingathering Totals for all three clusters are as
follows: 1,173 Quilts, 9 Blankets, 1,440 School Kits,
170 Baby Kits, and 77 Fabric Kits; for a total of 452 boxes,
that were loaded onto the semi bound for Minneapolis.

Christmas Poinsettias
We will be ordering poinsettias from
Hy-Vee floral for Christmas. You
may pick up an order sheet on the
information table outside the office;
place filled in sheet with a check for
$11.00 in the basket by December 6.




Faith Formation

Denver Cares Christmas:
Throughout the year, our community, through Denver
Cares organization, supports Denver residents who
need extra help. This time of year, Denver Cares needs
your help in making Christmas a true joy to the families
in need. If you know of an area Denver resident who
might need extra assistance this Christmas, please have
them fill out an application. The applications are
available at Denver City Hall or the Denver Public
Library. The deadline for return of applications is
November 25th.

There are many ways you can help support Denver
Cares Christmas.

1. Select an ornament from the Christmas Giving Tree
at the Community Center and purchase a gift.

2. Bring monetary donations to support the Denver
Cares effort to any teller at Denver Savings Bank.

3. Volunteer your time setting up the Denver Cares
Christmas Giving Tree.

4. Volunteer your time at the Christmas Packing Party.
5. Volunteer your time with setting up and or clean

up of the Annual Christmas Donation Event.

Please contact Denver Cares if you have questions or
want to volunteer your time during Christmas or
throughout the year: Denver Cares (319-406-2445) or

denveriacares@gmail.com

Thank you, Karen Gienau, Denver Cares

2024 Sunday School Dates

November 3 - Veteran’s Day Cards

November 10

November 17

November 24

December 1 - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

December 8

December 15 - Christmas Program during church - no Sunday
School following.

December 22-NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

December 29-NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Please don't hesitate to reach out to a member of the
education team: Amy Oltmann, Jaime Leonhart, Julie Gleason,
Mandy Gesme, Bri Drewelow

As a Sunday School Parent, please plan on signing up

online as a volunteer two times per child that attends Sunday
School. Your help is necessary & greatly appreciated! While
the Leader will tell the bible story and lead the crafts/activities,
parent helpers can help redirect kids that may be distracted,
help with grabbing materials if needed, assist with craft, and be
a helping hand, etc. Sign-up via the Worship Servers Volunteer
Sign-up http://www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html on our
website. Along with a sign-up for treats for the children under
the Sunday School tab. Grandparents, friends, confirmation &
high school students, congregation members are all welcome
to sign-up but it is expected the slots be filled. The

Education Team simply can not continue without helpers.



http://www.stpeterdenver.org/volunteer.html
mailto:denveriacares@gmail.com
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A

Denver, |A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648

www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

«AddressBlock»

2024 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
The Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Jackie Fober, Amy Oltmann, Jayson Gesme, Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Sara Sanderson,
Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow
Executive Board: Jill Nuss, Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Jayson Gesme, Steve
DeVries, Jim Moeller

Parish Education: Amy Oltmann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult, Kim Lamb
Stewardship: Jackie Fober, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens

Youth & Family: Eve Pautsch, Krista Olson, Sarah Sanderson, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger
Evangelism: Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Todd Foelske, Jim Jurgenson




