Pastor Pedersen’s Points

Gratitude
hat Grows

CULTIVATING THANKS
IN EVERY SEASON

November invites us to pause. The trees shed their final leaves, the air turns crisp, and the calendar
nudges us toward Thanksgiving. But gratitude (real, rooted gratitude) is more than a seasonal sentiment.
It’s a spiritual practice that grows deeper with time, like a tree whose roots stretch beneath the frost.

Scripture is full of thanksgiving, not just in moments of abundance, but during struggle. The psalmist
sings, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,” even while crying out for deliverance. One healed leper
returns to Jesus, not just cured but transformed by gratitude. Paul writes letters of thanks from prison.
Gratitude, it seems, is not the fruit of perfect circumstances; it’s the soil in which hope grows.

This month, | invite you to cultivate thanks in your own life. Not just for the obvious blessings, but for
the quiet ones: the friend who checks in, the child’s laughter, the breath in your lungs. For families,
consider creating a “Thanks Jar”. This is a simple container where each person adds a note of gratitude
throughout the month. On Thanksgiving Day, read them aloud and give thanks together.

Gratitude doesn’t erase hardship, but it reframes it. It helps us see God’s presence not just in the
harvest, but in the waiting. May your November be filled with thanks that grows-deep, resilient, and
rooted in love.




Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am
*Volunteers needed —please sign-up online or contact the office

November 2

November 9

November 16

November 23

November 23

November 30

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday Thanksgiving Sunday
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 6:30 pm 9:00 am
Organist Sheryl Moeller Sheryl Moeller | Nancy Kohagen | Amy Lockhart
Acolytes Morgan Roethler | Maci Leonhart & | Maci Leonhart & | Eden Driscoll- Morgan
& Eden Driscoll TBD Nichols & Roethler & TBD
Maci Leonhart Nichols TBD
Communion Morgan Roethler | Eden Driscoll- | Maci Leonhart & | Eden Driscoll- Morgan
Assistant Gus Asmus, Nichols & Maci TBD Nichols & TBD Roethler & TBD
Heather Asmus Leonhart
Scripture James Jurgenson Jim Moeller James Jurgenson | Amy Lockhart Gene Leonart
Reader
Multimedia Todd Foelske Nathan Asmus Philip Michels | Leah Homeister Todd Foelske
Sound Alton Midthus Steve DeVries Larry Oltrogge | Nathan Asmus Alton Midthus
System
Altar Guild Joyce Schimmels, Linda Krueger, Dory Frericks
Usher/Greeters Steve & Audrey DeVries family, Jim & Dori Jurgenson

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

Season of Generosity

As you contemplate donations this holiday season, please keep St Peter in mind. Your contributions
are needed for everything from special programs to basic operating expenses—both are deserving
of your support. We thank you for your generosity this holiday season and in the year ahead. For the
convenience of church members, we offer electronic giving. Contact the church office for more
information. E-giving through Vanco provides a secure and user-friendly way to give to our church

online.

Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month. Anyone
who has an interest in or questions about the disease
of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may
be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the

AA/Alanon

AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in
lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level
(first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format)

monthly open meeting.

From the Church Office

Check out the online church calendar. The link
is on the opening page of our website -
www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be
able to see the activities scheduled for the year. If
you would like to add something to the calendar please

contact the office. 319-984-5648

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd
Friday of each month.




New Adult Sunday School Begins November 2nd!
Join us after worship for a new opportunity to
grow in faith and fellowship. Beginning
November 2nd, Adult Sunday School will meet in
the front of the sanctuary from approximately

10:10-11:00am. Led by retired pastor and congregation

member Richard Jebsen, each session will explore a mix of

Bible study and theological topics—rooted in scripture,

open to questions, and rich with insight.

Grab a coffee, pick up a snack, and come ready to
learn, reflect, and connect. All are welcome!

NEI OWA Food Bank
It's November, and that means it’s time for Thanksgiving. So
many of us are so blessed to have cupboards, refrigerators
and freezers full of food to feed our families. However, there
are many people in our area who do not have resources
available to purchase food for themselves or their families.
Thanksgiving is a time to show our gratitude to God for our
many blessings by sharing with others.
During November, a table will be set up near the offices to
collect food items for the Northeast lowa Food Bank. Check
your cupboards, add something to your grocery list, and
bring what you can throughout the month.
Also, the Board of Mission will be collecting money for the
NE Iowa Food Bank. For every dollar raised, the Food Bank is
able to purchase $11 of food. Each dollar makes a huge
difference! Can you imagine feeding each member of your
family on $5.00 a day? That's what families on government
assistance get for food subsidies. Try and see what you can
do with that amount? Estimate what you think you normally
spend per person daily and generously give that difference to
the Food Bank.
Ask God to open your heart and be humbled by your wealth.
May your deep sense of gratefulness encourage you to find
generosity and wonder in all aspects of your life.

Affirmation of Baptism
Congratulations to our Confirmands! Front row: Lily
Frericks, Abbey Reiter, Taylor Beem, Lydia Gleason.
Back row: Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen, Brody Sanderson,
Stella Niemann, Garrett Wahl.

New & Perspective Member Gathering-
November 13 - 6:30pm-8:00pm

St. Peter Lutheran Church invites all new and
prospective members to a special evening of
connection and conversation on Thursday,
November 13th, from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Whether you're exploring membership or simply
curious to learn more, come meet Pastor Reed,
ask questions, and discover what makes our
community unique. Light refreshments will be
served. We look forward to welcoming you!

Advent Begins November
30
Humble and Holy continues a
centuries-old Christian
tradition of setting aside time
to prepare for the celebration
of Jesus’ birth and to anticipate
his return. The Advent season
of preparation then unfolds in
the joy of the twelve days of
Christmas and the day of
Epiphany. This devotional
offers daily devotions for the
first Sunday of Advent (November 30, 2025)
through Epiphany (January 6, 2026). The writers
bring their unique voices and pastoral wisdom to
these texts and offer the voices of other witnesses
in the quotations they have
chosen in the “To ponder” sections. The devotional
also provides household blessings and prayers to
enrich your preparations and celebrations during
the Advent and Christmas seasons. We ordered a
limited number of Advent Devotionals. You may pick

Help Us Update Our Picture Board
We would like all people attending St Peter to have
their photo displayed on the “Stewards of God’s
Love” board. You may email or drop off a photo at
the office. Thank you!

Holiday Choir Practices
There are two opportunities for those who like to
sing. We will have a combined choir at the evening
Thanksgiving Service here at St. Peter, with St Paul
UCC, St John Maxfield, and Crane Creek, on Sunday,
November 23rd. The choir will practice at 5:30 pm
in our church sanctuary and the service will start at
6:30 pm.
Our Holiday Christmas Choir will be singing on
Christmas Eve at the 4:00 pm service. The practices
will be at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays, December 3, 10
and 17. We will need all the singers we can get to
make it sound blessed and wonderful. Please plan
on joining both choirs. If you wish, both pieces of
music can be picked up earlier from Mary Stevens.



1
Tammy Maitland
Cora Schmauss

2
Gary and Kari Anfinson
Lyla Gesme
Meagan Reiter
Veda Schmauss

3
Eric Mixdorf
Steven Moon
Doug and Gayle Eick

4
Blair Sanderson
Philip and Lisa Michels

5
Trent Weber
Jerry Lobeck
Clifford and Joyce
Schimmels

6
Paul Beem
Roxanne Herman
Dawson Nabholz
Landry Petersburg
Gary and LaVonne
Westendorf

7

Richard and Sarah Beckel

Dennis and Mary Thurm

8
Zildjian Seehase

9
Gayle Eick
Michael & Samantha
Krueger
Troy Midthus
Trevor Thurm

10
Joyce Jebsen
Johnathan Leisinger
Harry & Diane Miller
Kerrigan Nuss

11
Nicole Eick
Layne Fober

12
Adam Gielau
Tricia Kurtz
Helen Schumacher
Jerry Stoll

13
Bradley Franzen

14
Katelyn Mortenson

15
Nicholas Krabbenhoft

16
Marcia & Jeff Joerger

18
James Jurgenson

20
Joyce Schimmels

21
Carol Everding

22
Jon Wolter

27
Nathaniel Brown
Carol Moon

29
Brenda Wolter
Sheryl Moeller

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank You

All Saints Sunday
All Saints Sunday, November 2, the church’s traditional
time to remember those who have died in the past year
and those born/baptized into our faith community. We
celebrate and remember their lives and how we are knit
together with them in the victory of Jesus’ resurrection.

We will remember those from St Peter that have passed
since last year’s All Saints Day—Kenneth Becker, Virgil
Buhr, Carol Staley, Elvira Hebell, Bruce Buhrow.

We also remember: Joe Hageman, Rick Judas, Sandra Patrie

Hear our prayer O God as we remember with
thanksgiving those who have loved and served you here
on earth, and who now rest from their labors.

We remember in celebration those who are young and
beginning their life in you: Lillian Pedersen, Taytem Michael

Hear our prayer O God as we remember in celebration
those who have officially joined our church family here
at St. Peter Lutheran Church: Rev. Richard & Joyce Jebsen,
Meagan, Abbey, Alyssa Reiter, Korey & Josie, Gabe, Evelyn
Witt, Nathan & Heather, Gus, Louis, Marie Asmus.

First Communion Class
Our next session for First Communion Instructions
will be Wednesday, November 12 at 4:30 pm.
Meet in the church basement. Pastor Reed will be
leading class for those who desire for their child to
commune. Please contact the office if your child plans to
attend, walk-ins are welcome as well. Reminder, we do not
have a minimum age requirement.

BINGO
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset Home every
third Friday of the month. The next Bingo day is Friday,
November 21, at 10:00 am. We're always looking for
available bingo players; Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.

Veterans Day Recognition
Veterans Day is celebrated on November 11th each year.
The Sunday School kids and the Board of Mission would
like to recognize the military service to our country of St.
Peter members on Sunday, November 9th. To do so, a
special coffee will be served in the lower level following
worship. Please let Roxane know of any veteran who is a
member of our congregation so each one can be
recognized.

Christmas Poinsettias
We will be ordering poinsettias from Hy-Vee floral for
Christmas. Cost $11.00 Deadline to order -December 7

Thanksgiving Ecumenical Worship at St Peter
Please join us Sunday, November 23 @ 6:30 pm.
With joint Choir practice @ 5:30 pm '



NEED HELP WITH YOUR HEATING BILL?
The 2025-2026 Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP) has been established to help
qualifying low-income lowa homeowners and renters
pay for a portion of their primary heating costs for the
winter heating season. Applications for elderly (60 &
older) and/or disabled may complete an application be-
ginning in October, all other households may complete
an application November 1, 2025, to April 30, 2026. All
customers will be required to schedule an appointment
to complete an application in person. Contact the closest
office (Waverly 319-352-4532)or schedule your
appointment by visiting our website - www.neicac.org.
We also continue to complete applications by mail,
email, phone, fax or online.

Chemo Care Kits
During October we are inviting our members
to assemble Chemo Care Packages to be
delivered to the Unity Point and MercyOne
Community Cancer Centers. You can easily
assemble a care package: pick up a tote containing the
list of items needed from the basket by the church office,
fill the bag with those items, and return it to the church
by mid November. These care packages will not only be
practical, comforting, and entertaining, but will project
Jesus to cancer patients in our community.
Please consider participating in our project!
Please include all of these items:
Chap stick, Hard candy, Hand sanitizer, Small Kleenex
packs, Small container of lotion, Fuzzy socks
Please include a couple of these items:
Magazines, Small pad of paper with pen
Puzzle books/word search books
Adult coloring book with colored pencils

Back to school poems and jokes were shared along with kids
and adults sharing their thoughts about what school was like
years ago and what school is like today. After fall bingo was

| played with edible markers, candy corn, pumpkin bars and
(homemade donuts were served.

Holiday Shoppe Tree Roe o~
Once again St. Peter will have the RO
opportunity to participate in the A . 5
Bremer County Holiday Shoppe at Pk
Redeemer Lutheran Church in |

Waverly. Holiday Shoppe will

collect and distribute gifts for about 500 local children
(infants through 18.) This project is successful because
of caring people like you. The St Peter tree will be set
up in the Friendship Room with tags for gift
suggestions on November 9. We will collect unwrapped
gifts thru November 30. Cash ,checks and gift cards are
also welcome. Checks should be made out to United
Way (Holiday Shoppe in memo line). Online donations
can be made athttps://wsrunitedway.org /holidayshoppe.
Thank you for your continued support of this worth-
while and much needed project. Any questions please
contact Joyce Miller.

Noisy Offering
The November-December Noisy Offerings will be
shared with Lutheran Services in lowa (LSI). LSI is
one of lowa'’s largest non profit human services
agencies. Each year LSI strengthen Iowa families
through a variety of programs, ranging from early
childhood education to behavioral and mental health
services . Our heart beats for the people we serve.
We empower families and communities by recognizing
and honoring the strengths and gifts of every
individual

His Hands Food Pantry
His Hands Totals -for September: Individuals
Served-320, Families Served-110, Pounds of Food
Distributed-7,263 lbs. Suggested Donations-soups,
canned vegetables, peanut butter,
Non food items: Kleenex, bar soap, toothpaste.
Thank you for your continued support!
Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00
am - noon. Questions -319-638-4357 or Mary Burgart
563-920-3857. Thank you to Midthus for taking our
donations of 242 lbs. on October 7, to the pantry!

Emergency Services Appreciation
During the month of November, the Board of
Mission will be recognizing and thanking Denver
police officers, firefighters and ambulance crew
members. Qur community is blessed with people
who protect and serve our citizens each day. In
their honor, food will be delivered to their monthly
meetings in November. If you would like to
contribute food for these meals and/or make a
monetary donation for the purchase of food, please
contact Pat Leonhart or Roxane in the office.



2025-2026 Sunday School Themes

November 2 - Faithfulness

November 9 - Gentleness

November 16 - Self-Control

November 23 - Giving Thanks

November 30 - Christ the King

December 7 - Christmas program run through
December 14 -Christmas Program during church
December 21 - Christmas

December 28-NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

January 4, 2026 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Please don't hesitate to reach out to a member of the
education team: Jacoba Jacobs, Jodi Heidemann, Julie
Gleason, Mandy Gesme, Bri Drewelow

As a Sunday School Parent, please plan on signing up
online as a volunteer. Your N

help is necessary & greatly 1"

appreciated! While the '
Leader will tell the bible
story and lead the crafts/
activities, parent helpers

can help redirect kids that
may be distracted, grab

n— /'
e ) '
- . . (| materials etc. Sign-up via
(N ) i ' o .
‘ : & \J our website or contact a

2 g

:

member of the Parish Ed
team. And don’t forget to
follow us on Facebook. |

-

) ] o R
Willow Winds Activity & Treat ayfel‘ers e

Progressive Dinner Party for Confirmation & High

School Youth Sunday, November 16th | 5:00-8:30pm
You're invited to a special evening of food, fellowship, and
gratitude! On Sunday, November 16th, our Confirmation and High
School youth will join peers from three neighboring churches for a
Progressive Dinner Party. Each church will host one course of the
meal along with a themed activity designed to build friendships
and reflect on the spirit of Thanksgiving.

Schedule & Transportation:

Please meet at St. Peter Lutheran Church at 4:45pm so we can
travel together to our first stop: St. John's Crane Creek Church.
From there, we'll continue to St. John's (Maxfield) Lutheran Church
and St. Paul United Church of Christ, before returning to St. Peter to
conclude the evening.

Come hungry—for good food, meaningful connection, and a joyful
night with youth from across our community!

Holiday Schedule
Sunday, November 23 @ 6:30 pm Thanksgiving Worship
Sunday, November 30 Advent begins

Sunday, December 14 @ 9:00 am Sunday School Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 21 @ 6:30 pm Blue Christmas Service
Wednesday, December 24 @ 4 & 7 pm Christmas Eve Worship
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A

Denver, |A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648

www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

«AddressBlock»

2025 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
The Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow, Eve Pautsch, Paul Empie,
Jodi Heinemann, Abby Roethler
Executive Board: Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Jodi Heinemann

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Paul Empie, Steve
DeVries, Jim Moeller

Parish Education: Jodi Heinemann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller, Diann Curtis,

Nancy Lamos, Joyce Schimmels

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult
Stewardship: Eve Pautsch, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens

Youth & Family: Abby Roethler, Krista Olson, Jill Nuss, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger
Evangelism: ill Nuss, Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson




