
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Peter     
Lutheran Church Tidings   
November 2015   
 

Rev. Ron Mathews    

Join us for our four week Stewardship worship emphasis where we will learn how to 
become more faithful stewards as we explore what it means to: 
 

 September 27 - Be free from the money trap 
 October 4   - Be free to be rich 
 October 11  - Be free from the uncertainty of riches 
 October 18 - Be free to take hold of the life that really is life 

Front row: Riley Schumacher, Sophia McInroy, Allison Maitland.  
Second row: Chadron Beem, Jacob DeVries, Gabe Lahmann, Brandon Maitland.  
Back row: Joshua Vauthier, Pastor Ron Mathews, Jace Williams 

 Congratulations Confirmation Class 2015 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship  
Sunday, November 22 

6:30 pm  
 

Please join us for a joint Thanksgiving worship  
 with St Paul UCC. Service held at St Peter, 

 Pastor Craig will preach.  



 

 

      Worship & Music Server 
  Sunday worship  - 9:00 am      

      *TBD = we still need volunteers   *NA = not applicable   
 

 November 1 
Sunday  

9 am 

November 8 
Sunday 

9 am  

November 15 
Sunday  

9 am  
 

November 22 
Sunday   9 am  

Thanksgiving  6:30 pm 

November 29 
Sunday 

9 am 

Communion 
Assistants 

Kim Lamb TBD Kim Lamb 9am TBD 
6:30 pm TBD 

Kim Lamb 

Scripture 
Readers  

James Jurgenson Joyce Miller Julie Leisinger  9 am TBD 
6:30 pm Joyce Miller 

Diann Curtis 

Acolytes 
 

Brooks Meyer 
Issac Schimmels 

Brooks Meyer 
Issac Schimmels  

Abbi Austin  
TBD 

9 am TBD 
6:30 pm TBD 

TBD 

Multimedia 
 

Jack Mixdorf Jeff Bales Chadron Beem  9 am Alexis Lyons 
 

Alexis Lyons 

Organist Sheila Mixdorf Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller  9 am & 6:30 pm  
Amy Lockhart   

Sheryl Moeller  

Sound 
System 

Harold Wente Alton Midthus Roger Donaldson 9 am Gary Anfinson 
6:30 pm Harold Wente  

Larry Oltrogge  

Video Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm Trevor Thurm 9 am Roger Thurm 
 

Trevor Thurm 

Altar Guild Marcia Ott, Vera Collins, Lynn Gielau, Peggy Smith 

Usher/Greeters Steve & Audrey DeVries, Keith Oltrogge, Bob & Tammy Weston family 

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

     From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our  website - www.stpeterdenver.org.  

Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be able to see the activities  
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.  

 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the  Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month. 

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting:  
Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a 
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting. 

Womenfest  
The Ecumenical Bible study meets at  St Paul, UCC Church, Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!  

Farmers Market 
The farmer’s market has closed for the season.  The vendors would like to thank everyone for their support.  

Reminder 
The property & management, mission, evangelism, stewardship, worship & music, WELCA, mutual ministry board  
minutes, Pastoral highlights and Council minutes are posted in the Friendship Room for your perusal.  



 

 

 

 

Mission & Community 

Wartburg Community Symphony  
2015-2016 Season 

Waverly has proudly supported a semi-professional symphony 
orchestra for more than 60 years.  Founded in 1952, the  
Wartburg Community Symphony comprises Wartburg College 
and local high school students and community professional  
musicians. The symphony performs orchestral favorites, but 
also presents new and innovative music, garnering recognition 
for its state, national, and world premieres.   
 

Upcoming performance dates:  
Holiday Classics, Sunday, December 13, 3:00 pm. Enjoy the 
sounds of the season as the symphony plays your favorite  
holiday music. Call 319-352-8691 to order tickets.  

Lost and Found Farewell Tour 
Saturday, November 14, 7:00 pm at the Center for Faith and 
Life, Luther College.  Suggest donation for general admission 
tickets, $10, tickets available at Luther College Ticket 
Office: tickets.luther.edu, 563-387-1357. All proceeds 
benefit ELCA Walk for Water Campaign. Sponsored by 
Luther College Ministries and Northeastern Iowa 
Synod.  

Northeast Iowa Community  
Action Corporation  

Need help with your heating bill? The 2015-2016 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program has 
been established to help qualifying low-income Iowa 
homeowners and renters pay for a portion of their 
primary heating costs for the winter heating season. 
Applications for elderly (60 & older) and/or disabled 
may be completed October 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016. 
All other households may complete an application 
November 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016. Contact the 
Waverly office 319-352-4532 with questions. 

Christmas with Wartburg 
Rejoice in the Living Water, Saturday, December 5, 3:00 and  
7:30 pm, Sunday, December 6, 3:00 pm, Neumann Auditorium, 
Wartburg College. There will be no pre-public church ticket  
orders this year. Tickets go on sale November 2. Contact 
www.wartburg.edu/christmas or 319-352-8691 for tickets.  
Wartburg ticket office hours: 10:00 am—4:00 pm, Monday-
Friday. Concert tickets: $16.50, Dinner tickets 
$26.50, dinner is at 5:00 pm (Saturday & Sunday), 
in the Saemann Student Center.   

His Hands Oran Food Pantry 
 Thank you for your continuing support during the 
past year. September totals: 69 families served, 187 
individuals served and 5,064.4 lbs of food was  
distributed. November wish list: peanut butter, dish 
soap, cake mixes and frostings. Open Tuesdays, 5:00-
8:00 pm.  And Friday, 9:00 am - noon.  
Questions? contact # -319-638-4357.  
Staci and her boys brought our St Peter donations 
over last week—57.4 lbs.  worth !!  

Wartburg College Holiday Shoppe 
Holiday Shoppe, a program to help low income 
families provide Christmas presents for their 
children, has been offered by the Wartburg  
College social work program for more than 25 
years. It serves families all over Bremer County 
who are referred through the Iowa Department 
of Human Services. Last year, Holiday Shoppe 

served 602 children from 249 families and our goal is to serve 
even more children and families this Christmas.  
We will have a  gift tree displayed in the Friendship Room  
November 15 through December 7.  Donors remove an  
ornament from the gift tree and purchase a new unwrapped 
gift item(s) appropriate for the age (infants through age 18) 
and gender represented.  Tape ornament to the gift and bring 
to the church.  
Contact Joyce Miller, 984-5021, with questions.      

Thanksgiving Food Drive  
It’s November, and that means it’s time for  
Thanksgiving. So many of us are so blessed to have 
cupboards, refrigerators and freezers full of food to 
feed our families. However,  there are many people 
in our area who do not have resources available to 
purchase food for themselves or their families. 
Thanksgiving is a time to show our gratitude to God 
for our many blessings by sharing with others.  
 

During November a table will be set up near the  
offices to collect food items for the Northeast Iowa 
Food Bank. Check your cupboards, add something  
to your grocery list, and bring what you can  
throughout the month. 
 

Also, the Board of Mission will be collecting money 
for the NE Iowa Food Bank. For every dollar raised, 
the Food Bank is able to purchase $11 of food. 
Each  dollar makes a huge difference! Can you  
imagine feeding each member of your family on 
$5.00 a day? That’s what families on government 
assistance get for food subsidies. Try and see what 
you can do with that amount? Estimate what you 
think you normally spend per person daily and  
generously give that difference to the Food Bank.  
 

Ask God to open your heart and be humbled by  
your wealth. May your deep sense of gratefulness  
encourage you to find generosity and wonder in all 
aspects of your life.  



 

 

 

November Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Congregational News  

October Council Minutes Highlights 
 Decision to use Brandt Family Memorial Gift for the Prayer 
 Shawl Ministry 

 2016 Budget Planning to start 

 Discussion around next year's Mission Trip Planning and 
 Leadership 

 Randall Satterthwaite stepped down from Council due to 
 time commitment concerns. 

 Decision to leave current council members positions as is 
 and bring on new council members at the beginning of 
 the new year using the normal process. 

 

Save the Date! 
 

Christmas Party at St Peter  
 

6:00 pm Wednesday, December 2 
 

We will be enjoying food, decorating the tree, games and 

holiday cheer. 

Everyone is invited to partake in the merriment.   

7:00 pm Blessing & Lighting of  the Christmas Tree  

1 
Tammy Maitland 

Ronn and Danelle Elsamiller 
 

2 
Gary and Kari Anfinson 

 

3 
Steven Moon 

Doug and Gayle Eick 

 

4 
Kalen Greenley 
Blair Sanderson 

Philip and Lisa Michels 
 

5 
Trent Weber 
Jerry Lobeck 

Clifford and Joyce Schimmels 
 

6 
Paul Beem 

Roxanne Herman 
Gary and LaVonne Westendorf 

7 
Richard and Sarah Beckel 
Dennis and Mary Thurm 

 

8 
Zildjian Bartels 

 

9 
Gayle Eick 

Troy Midthus 
Trevor Thurm 

 

10 
Kari and Eric Foelske 
Johnathan Leisinger 

 

11 
Nicole Eick 

Layne Fober 

12 
Adam Gielau 
Tricia Kurtz 

Helen Schumacher 
 

13 
Bradley Franzen 

 

15 
Nicholas Krabbenhoft 

 

18 
Lorain Diercks 

James Jurgenson 
 

19 
Andrew Bartels 

 

20 
Joyce Schimmels 

 

21 
Carol Everding 

 

22 
Jon Wolter 

25  
Kade Williams  

26 
Caden Foelske  

Blaze Shedenhelm 
Roger and Doris Blankenship 

 

27 
Nathaniel Brown 

Carol Moon 
 

28 
Virgil & Marlene Fasse 

 

29 
Brenda Wolter 
Sheryl Moeller 

High School Mission Trip 
We are pleased to announce that the high school youth will 
be going on a mission trip to Dallas, Texas,  June 26—July 1, 
2016. There are still openings if any students would like to 
join.  Questions ? Contact Anna Johnson 319-984-5648 or 
anna@stpeterdenver.org.  

New Members Class 
For those wishing join St Peter we will have a new members 
class on Thursday, November 19, from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.  
Contact Pastor Ron with questions.  

Stewardship Corner 
The uncertainty of  riches. What does that mean? One might 
not win the lottery? I pondered it for awhile, and realized 
the meaning was clearer if the phrase is changed a bit:  
‘uncertainty of the satisfaction of riches’, or the ‘uncertainty 
of happiness from riches’.  Some years ago, while our son 
Eric was moving his belongings from summer storage to yet 
another dorm room, he remarked that he felt ‘tyrannized by 
his stuff’; I responded with something like ‘You ain’t seen 
nuthin’ yet’. We are marinated in a culture that relentlessly 
exhorts us to ‘buy things’, and promises that more stuff will 
make us happier. Even those who live modestly here have 
material wealth beyond the imagining of people in most of 
the rest of the world, yet it doesn’t promote happiness or 
satisfaction . We are, in effect, tyrannized by our stuff, 
bogged down paying for it, taking care of it, making sure it 
isn’t stolen or lost, moving it around, and so on. It often 
causes more stress than happiness, yet we have a hard time 
accepting the idea that more will not make us happier. The 
uncertainty, or ‘false promises’, perhaps, of riches. 
I have spent a fair amount of time in Mexico, where many 
people have little material wealth, few possessions. It seems 
trite to say ‘they’re poor, but they’re happy, yet it is true. 
Their wealth, or riches, consists of close loving extended 
families and deep sincere faith. They are warm, smiling, 
generous with what little they have, living life in the  
moment instead of obsessing over accumulating stuff or 
money. They are, in this way ‘free’ – living free of the 
‘uncertainty of riches’, the false promises of material 
wealth. 
Thank you to everyone that turned in their pledge cards.  

Denver/Readlyn Communities Blood Drive 
Friday, November 6, from 1:00-5:00 pm, at Denver  
Community Center, 100 Washington St. To make an  
appointment, contact LifeServe Blood Center at  
800-287-4903 or visit www.lifeservebloodcenter.org.  



 

 

Women of the ELCA 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

*note change of meeting time starting in November  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday, 
every other month at 1:00 pm. Next meeting: Thursday,  
November 5.  If you know of someone who is in need of a 
Prayer Shawl, please take one from the pew in the  
Friendship Room.  Please make sure you fill out a form 
(located in basket on pew).  

Mission & Community  

WELCA Board Meeting 
Saturday, November 7, at 9:00 am  

 

WELCA Bible Study Leaders   
Available in the Gather Magazine  

 

Ruth Circle 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 4 at 7 pm 

Bible Study Leader: Sheryl/Sheila 
Hostess: Donna Donaldson  

 

Mary Circle 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 4 at 1:30 pm  

Bible Study Leader: LaVonne Emkes  
Hostess: Dorothy Eggena  

 

Naomi Circle 
Next Meeting: Sunday, November 1 at 10:15 am  

Bible Study Leader: Marlys Krueger  
 

Serving Committee for November  
Chairperson - Ruth Circle 

 

Anna Everding          Judy Gleason Hether Gustafson 
Marilyn Huber          Megan Lyons              Jackie Milius   
Joyce Miller         Carol Moon         Anne Mueller  
Trudi Schimmels      Dorothy Silber           Holly Smith 
Megan Smith             Carol Staley                  Kris Steege                  
Ann Wagner  

The Northeast Iowa Food Bank 
 The Food Bank could use our volunteer help once a month. 
We will be working with members of St Timothy’s Church, 
Hudson. The upcoming date is November 7. The time slot 
is 9-11 am. If you would like to help out, go to the  
volunteer entrance at the Food Bank, 1605 Lafayette St, 
Waterloo. You do not need to notify the Food Bank or St 
Peter. Any questions, call Joyce Miller 984-5021.   

Noisy Offering 
Cedar Valley Friends of the Family’s safe shelter is a last  
resort for victims of domestic and sexual abuse who are in 
need of safety. Having this shelter as an option has  
dramatically changed the lives of thousands of women and 
children who have called it their “temporary home”. But it 
has been over a decade since the Waverly facility was last 
renovated, and  since then, it has seen incredible wear and 
tear.  The shelter doors are coming off the hinges, windows 
don’t open and close properly, and the roof is in need of a 
partial replacement. Friends of the Family has been able to 
secure $40,000 in grant funding from the Iowa Northland 
Regional Council of Governments to add bedspace in the 
shelter and fix many issues that need attention. However, in 
order to receive these funds, the agency needs to raise a 
minimum of $12,000 to put towards the project. 
Our “Noisy Offering” in November and December will be  
designated to help get the shelter back to its beautiful  
condition; a place where women and children fleeing violent 
abuse can lay their heads at night knowing they are safe. 

Backpack Program 
Currently 11 students at Denver Schools are receiving  
supplemental food through the NEIA Backpack Program that 
the area churches support. St Peter is collecting toothbrushes 
for the months of November & December, to be included in  
the backpacks.  

Last Week of Quilt Tying 
Join us for our last week of quilt tying this year, November 2 
& 3,  Monday, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, and evening 6:30 pm - 
8:00 pm; Tuesdays 9:00 am - Noon.  
Quilts tied thus far - 122!   
 

The Ingathering will be held November 7, to replenish LWR 
warehouses, for quilts already sent to earthquake survivors 
in Nepal and refugees from war in Syria.  

Thankoffering  
Thankofferings show gratitude for God’s  
blessings and give us an important and  
tangible way to express that gratitude.  It is a 

tradition grounded in our celebration of community, of 
meeting together to joyfully give thanks for what God  
has give us. Thankofferings have always been, and still 
are, our opportunity to say thank you to God in both  
significant and ordinary moments. 
 
Your thankofferings support the total outreach of our 
church women to live out our mission—“mobilizing 
women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”   
Together we can do more than we could ever do apart. 
Our Women of the ELCA (WELCA) Thankoffering  
service is held this year on November 8th. A  
Thankoffering envelope is available in your offering  
envelope packets or you can use a plain envelope  
marked for WELCA Thankoffering. We will be  
collecting donations through the month of November. 
More information about the Women of the ELCA  
Thankoffering is available at http://
www.womenoftheelca.org/thankoffering-pages-93.php. 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/thankoffering-pages-93.php
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/thankoffering-pages-93.php


 

 

Faith Formation 
 

Sunday School  
We are thankful for our Sunday School families! 
 

Sunday School is going well!  We have gotten into a great 
routine, and the students have been doing a great job in 
their classrooms.  Many of our Sunday School students 
shared the gift of music with our congregation during 
worship on October 18th – they did a wonderful job! 
 

During September and October our Sunday School  
children collected a weekly offering to help support  
Lutheran World Relief’s School Kit collection  
program.  We have had many discussions about what 
schools might look like in other parts of the world, and 
took a peek at a completed School Kit to see what was  
inside.  In total, our children raised $162.76!  Thank you 
for your support!  Starting in November, our offerings will 
go towards the purchase of Christmas gifts for the  
residents at the Denver Sunset Home. 
 

During the month of November we will transition to our 
new set of teachers for our Sunday School classes.  Please 
thank the fantastic Quarter 1 teachers – Sarah Sanderson, 
Paul Meier, Jess McIlravy, Mary Satterthwaite, Nicole Eick, 
Lisa Michels, Cassie Upshaw, and Julie Gleason.  We are so 
thankful for the gift of their time!  It is so great for our  
students to have the chance to get to know the adults in 
our congregation even better!  We still have teacher  
openings for later in the year and we’d love for you to join 
our team!  Email sundayschool@stpeterdenver.org if you 
are interested in helping in this area. 
 

Also during the month of November, we will begin  
rehearsing for our annual Christmas program.  (Yes – it is 
that time of the year already!)  More information will be 
coming home with your children, but you can expect to 
hear some Christmas carols being sung throughout our 
hallways! 
 

Finally, please note that there will be NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL on November 29th due to the Thanksgiving  
holiday.   
 

As always, thank you for supporting our Sunday School 
program, and for sharing your children with us! 

The Sunday School Preschoolers are looking attentive! 

High School Youth  
November will bring a new topic for our high school youth, 
as we dive into our Alpha Youth film series. All high 
schoolers are invited to join us at 7pm the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month to explore life, faith, and God.  
 

November 11- High School Youth Group at St. Peter, 7 pm 
November 25 - will Not meet  due to holiday weekend 

Fusion 
The 4th - 6th grade  youth meet typically for Family  
Bible Study and on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 
6:30pm.   

November 4– Family Bible Study, 6:00 pm  
November 18 - Fusion, 4th-6th Grade at St. Peter 6:30 pm 

Confirmation  
November 4  - Family Bible Study - 6:00 pm 
November 7 - EPIC, Martin Luther movie  6:00-8:30 pm  
November 11 - Confirmation classes  6:30-8:00 pm  
November 18 - Confirmation classes  6:30-8:00 pm  

Photos from the Late Nighter held at St Peter:  

pictured below the students are preparing for a skit 

to be presented to the congregation in the morning.  

High School Apple Festival 
Join us for apple cider making at the Hartman Reserve on 
Sunday, November 8. We will gather at St Peter at 12:45pm 
and leave by 1:00 pm and return around 5:00 pm.  Contact 
Anna with questions: anna@stpeterdenver.org.  

Collecting  
We are looking for rinsed milk jugs and apples for our high 
school youth event. If you would like to donate, please drop 
items off in the large box at the back of the sanctuary.  

mailto:sundayschool@stpeterdenver.org
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Sunday, November 1 - All Saints Sunday 

Sunday, November 22 - Thanksgiving Worship @ 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, December 2 - Christmas Party @ 6:00 pm 

Sunday, December 9 - Blue Christmas @ 6:30 pm 

Sunday, December 13 - Sunday School Children’s  
Christmas Program @ 9:00 am  

 
Christmas Eve Worship, Thursday, December 24:  

4:00 pm, 7:00 pm & 11:00 pm  

Worship Celebrations 
 

Bread for the Day 2016 
If you ordered a copy of Bread for the Day, you may 
stop by the office to pick it up.  

Winter Weather Policy 
We will not cancel worship due to inclement weather, but 
encourage you to stay home if that is safest for you.  
Last year we updated the Sunday School policy and if it 
is decided that we need to cancel Sunday School due to 
weather, it will be announced by 7:30 am that Sunday 
morning and posted on the St Peter Website home page, 
www.stpeterdenver.org, Facebook, and KWWL.    

& One More Thing 


