St Peter
Lutheran Church Tidings

October 2025

Pastor Pedersen’s Points: Cultivating Peace in the Fields

October is a month of harvest. The fields around us (golden with corn, heavy with beans) remind us of
the sacred rhythm of sowing and reaping, of labor and provision. But not all fields are peaceful. In
Genesis, the first field we encounter is stained with blood.

Cain and Abel both brought offerings to God: one from the soil, the other from the flock. But Cain’s
heart was twisted by jealousy, and when his offering was not accepted, he lured his brother into the
field and killed him (Genesis 4:8). The ground, once a place of life and abundance, became a witness
to violence. “Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground,” God says (Genesis 4:10).

It’s a haunting image. The field, meant for harvest, becomes a grave. The soil, meant to nourish,
becomes silent testimony to broken relationship.

And yet, even here, God does not abandon Cain. Though exiled, he is marked for protection
(Genesis 4:15). Mercy, somehow, still finds a way.

This story invites us to consider: What kind of fields are we cultivating? Are they places of rivalry or
reverence? Do our communities reflect the peace we long to see in the world? Do our offerings of
time, resources, and attention honor both God and neighbor?

In this season of stewardship,
we’re invited to give not just
from our abundance, but
from our desire for
reconciliation. To tend the
soil of our relationships. To
make peace where there has
been competition. To listen
for the cries of those we’ve
overlooked.

Perhaps this October, as we
walk past fields ready for
harvest, we might ask: What
does the ground beneath our
feetremember? And what
might it yet grow, if we sow
with love?




Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am

*Volunteers needed —please sign-up online or contact the office

October 5 October 12 October 19 October 26
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am
Organist Sheryl Moeller Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart Amy Lockhart
Acolytes Lauren Carman & Laren Carman & Eli Alibegic & Morgan Lauren Carman &
Eli Alibegic Morgan Roethler Roethler Eli Alibegic
Communion Lauren Carman & Laren Carman & Pat Leonhart & Morgan Lauren Carman &
Assistant Eli Alibegic Morgan Roethler Roethler TBD
Scripture Sue Buss Megan Pedersen Diann Curtis Amy Lockhart
Reader
Multimedia Andrew Wagner Nathan Asmus Philip Michels Leah Homeister
Sound Alton Midthus Steve DeVries Larry Oltrogge Nathan Asmus
System
Altar Guild Marcia Ott, Lynn Gielau
Usher/Greeters TBD - please let the office know if you can usher one or more of the Sundays in October

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

E-giving through
Vanco. This platform
provides a secure and
user-friendly way to give
to our church online.

We have many volunteer opportunities available
for our worship services, or providing cookies
for fellowship and various other Mission board

occasions. You can go to our website,
www.stpeterdenver.org, under volunteer, or by
calling/emailing the church office to sign up.

From the Church Office
Check out the online church calendar. The link

is on the opening page of our website -
www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be
able to see the activities scheduled for the year. If
you would like to add something to the calendar please
contact the office. 319-984-5648
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd
Friday of each month.

AA/Alanon
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in
lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level
(first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format)
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month. Anyone
who has an interest in or questions about the disease
of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may
be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the
monthly open meeting.




Harvest Food Drive for Our
Neighbors in Need
This fall, our Worship & Music and
Stewardship Boards are joining together to host a Harvest
Food Drive, a chance to share from our abundance and to
decorate our sanctuary with a display of gratitude.

We invite you to bring donations such as pumpkins, squash,
fresh vegetables, fruit, and canned goods. Throughout
October, these items will be gathered into a beautiful harvest
display in the sanctuary. Following the month, all donations
will be delivered to local food pantries to support families in
need. Did you know that more than 47 million people in the
U.S. live in food-insecure households? As a congregation, we
have the opportunity to make a meaningful difference, one
gift at a time. Our efforts will also support the Denver Lions
6th Annual Food Drive taking place on Monday, October

13. Food from our collection will be shared with their drive as
we join together with others in the community to care for our
neighbors. Please place your donations at the front of the
sanctuary, either on the table or in the wagon, before worship
begins. Together, let’s see how abundant our harvest can be.
Thank you for helping us share God’s love through generosity.
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Community & Mission News

God’s work. Our hands. Recap
What a wonderful celebration of service God’s Work,
Our Hands was for the congregation of St. Peter
Church! On Sunday, September 7th, all ages joined
together at their chosen service station to complete
tasks that would aid those in need. There were five
in-church stations. At the Fleece Tying station 6 quilts
were tied. These quilts will go to a women'’s shelter,
House of Hope, and a domestic abuse shelter, Friends
of the Family. These two shelters will also receive 60
new pillows in beautifully sewn pillowcases that the
Pillow Stuffing Station assembled. There was a Blessing
Bag Station that put things such as personal items,
warm socks, snacks and candy into 27 bags that
congregational members, the Salvation Army, and
other groups can pass out to those in need. Two other
stations, Lutheran World Relief Quilts and School Kits,
expanded our giving to worldly missions. They tied 2
quilts and completed 50 school supply Kits.
After the Sunday School aged children did the in-church
stations, they split into two groups and walked around
the town to place Kindness Rocks they painted during
Bible School.
Upon completion of the stations and the kindness
walk, all were treated to a delicious lunch where a free
will offering could be donated to Lutheran Disaster
Relief. There were about 80 members who participated
in this wonderful event to serve God and their
community through the work of their hands. A
tremendous thank you to everyone who participated
in this wonderful service day.




October Birthdays &
Anniversaries

1
Donna ] Wolter

2
Julie Brinkman
Roxane Franzen
Kyle Niemann
Cody Robinson

3
Nancy Lamos
Ryan Tucker
Dave & Wendy Mohlis

4
Burton Diercks

6
Floyd Liddle

7
Blaine Klinghammer
Amber Niemann

9
Carol Ackerman
Brad Becker
Krisanne Wirtjes
10
Vera Collins
Gary Westendorf

11
Charles & Jill Nuss

12
Andy Drewelow
Donna Kittle
Bethany Sadler

13
Charles Nuss

14
Wesley Gielau
Joel Wolter

We apologize if your birthday or
anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify
the office with additions or

corrections. Thank You

17
Gavin & Kelley Carman

Marian & Pastor Kevin Frey

Eve Pautsch

18
Maci Leonhart

19
Neal Thurm

20

Roger & Donna Donaldson

21
David Leisinger

Steve & Audrey DeVries
Brittany & Andrew Wagner

22
Audrey Becker
Kurt Gleason

23
Millie Corell
Thomas Place
Scott Rothmeyer

24
Gabe Lahmann
Leana Place

25
Becky Dierks
Samuel Schumacher
Nancy Stoll

26
Jan Hartmann
Mark & Lynn Gielau
Pastor Reed & Megan
Pedersen

27
Michael Place

29
Sam Lockhart
Austin Oltmann

30
Brian & Angie Meyer
Brady Schmauss

31
Carol Liddle
Paul Meier

Church News

October is Pastor Appreciation Month

We often overlook the time, dedication, and sacrifices that

pastors make to nurture our faith and strengthen our

communities. We will be giving a special shout out to Pastor

Reed at coffee on October 19th after worship.

The Board of Mission encourages you to take time during the
month of October to recognize Pastor and his family for his
service at St Peter. There are a multitude of ways you can do

this and, to get you thinking, here are just a few ideas:

- Send a note of thanks - to make this easy there are cards on

the table outside the church office

- Provide a meal or invite pastor and his family to your home

for a meal

-Help out with Zeke, Margo and Lily so Pastor and Megan can

have some free time

- Share a gift card to a restaurant, coffee shop, gas station, or

Denver’s new Fareway

- Invite Pastor Reed to play a round of golf or to attend an
event with you

- Give pastor a shout-out on social media

- Stop by the church office during working hours to share
personal thanks

- Volunteer to help on a committee or at an event

- Pamper Megan and the three kiddos as well as Pastor Reed

The opportunities are only limited by your imagination.
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| All Saints Sunday, November 2, the church’s traditional

| time to remember those who have died in the past year

! and those born into our faith community. We celebrate

1 and remember their lives and how we are knit together

| with them in the victory of Jesus’ resurrection. We will

i remember those from St Peter and if you'd like to submit
1a name of a loved one lost within the last year, please do

1 s0 before October 26.
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In Memory of:




Community & Mission News

Give Me Thirty
It's October and the new school year is off to a fast
start. For the past decade, the Board of Mission
and Denver’s Elementary principals have worked
together in implementing a mentoring program,
Give Me Thirty. It's been a special way to share
God'’s love with a child. Now that this school year is
underway, we hope to reestablish the mentoring
program. Please prayerfully consider spending
thirty minutes a week with a child.....it can change
his/her life and your life, too. Contact Pat Leonhart
(984-6082) or Roxane in the church office (984-
5648) if you're interested in participating or if you'd
like additional information.

Chemo Care Kits
During October we are inviting our
members to assemble Chemo Care
Packages to be delivered to the
Unity Point and MercyOne
Community Cancer Centers. You can
easily assemble a care package: pick
up a tote containing the list of items
needed from the basket by the church office, fill the
bag with those items, and return it to the church by
mid November. These care packages will not only
be practical, comforting, and entertaining, but will
project Jesus to cancer patients in our community.
Please consider participating in our project!

Please include all of these items:
Chap stick

Hard candy

Hand sanitizer

Small Kleenex packs

Small container of lotion

Fuzzy socks

Please include a couple of these items:
Magazines

Small pad of paper with pen

Puzzle books/word search books

Adult coloring book with colored pencils

BINGO
St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset
Home every third Friday of the month. The next
Bingo day is Friday, October 17, at 10:00 am.
We're always looking for available bingo players;
the connection with the residents is special!
Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.
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Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for September & October, will be
shared with Allen Child Protection Center (ACPC). They
provide immediate assistance for children or dependent
adults who may be victims of abuse, or have witnessed a
violent crime. The ACPC uses a multi-disciplinary team
approach and works closely with the Department of
Human Services and law enforcement. The center
provides forensic interviews, medical examinations,
family advocacy services, and mental health counseling.
Additionally, we provide children entering foster care
with a backpack full of essential and comfort items, and
all patients at the Child Protection Center are given a gift
at their appointment to take with them to recognize their
courage and remind them how much they matter. Our
services are always free to the patients and families we
serve. For more information contact-ACPC, 212 W. Dale
St, Entrance 6A, Waterloo, 1A. 319-226-2345.

Denver Sunset Home Auxiliary
The Sunset Home Auxiliary is selling tickets for a special
basket filled with local gift cards and goodies. Tickets
are available for purchase at the Denver Savings Bank
or contact Lisa in the Activity Department or Jo
Danielsen. One ticket is $1 and 6 tickets are $5

Drawing will be on October 21st. Winners will be
notified after the drawing. All monies raised will go
to support the resident’s activities at the Denver
Sunset Home.

High School Football Party
Save the date: Sunday, October 12, noon -
4:00 pm. We invite all high school youth to
enjoy, football, pizza and games, at the
church!




|

Faith Formation

Affirmation of Baptism
Congratulations to our Confirmands!
Confirmation Sunday for the 9th graders will be
October 26, Students Affirming their Baptism are:

Taylor Beem

Lily Frericks
Lydia Gleason
Stella Niemann
Abbey Mae Reiter
Brody Sanderson
Garrett Wahl

Affirmation of Baptism will be held on Sunday,
October 26 at 9:00am worship. Confirmands will

sit together and should be here by 8:10 am for
photos. The final act of the Rite of Affirmation of
Baptism involves the laying on of hands by the pastor,
parents, baptismal sponsors (if present), and others
who wish to be a part of this portion of the rite. At the
appropriate time, the pastor will invite the family to
come forward and stand behind their child and place
a hand on the kneeling Confirmand as the pastor prays
for each Confirmand individually.

“The Fruit of the Spirit” sung by the Sunday School students.

2025-2026 Sunday School Themes

October 5 - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL.
October 12 - Patience

October 19 - Kindness

October 26 - Goodness

November 2 - Faithfulness

November 9 - Gentleness

November 16 - Self-Control
November 23 - Giving Thanks
November 30 - Christ the King
December 7 - Advent

December 14 -Christmas Program during church
December 21 - Christmas

December 28-NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
January 4, 2026 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Please don't hesitate to reach out to a member of the
education team: Jacoba Jacobs, Jodi Heidemann, Julie
Gleason, Mandy Gesme, Bri Drewelow

As a Sunday School Parent, please plan on signing up
online as a volunteer. Your help is necessary & greatly
appreciated! While the Leader will tell the bible story
and lead the crafts/activities, parent helpers can help
redirect kids that may be distracted, grab materials

etc. Sign-up via our website or contact a member of the
Parish Ed team.

And don’t forget to follow us on Facebook.

Help Us Update Our Picture Board
We would like all people attending St Peter to have
their photo displayed on our “Stewards of God’s Love”
board. If you do not see your photo on the board, please
email a digital copy to the office or you can drop one off
and have it scanned. Also, anyone wanting to UPDATE
their photo due to changes in your family, please send
it on over. Thank you!
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A

Denver, |A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648

www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114
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2025 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
The Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow, Eve Pautsch, Paul Empie,
Jodi Heinemann
Executive Board: Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Jodi Heinemann

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Paul Empie, Steve
DeVries, Jim Moeller

Parish Education: Jodi Heinemann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller, Diann Curtis,

Nancy Lamos, Joyce Schimmels

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult
Stewardship: Eve Pautsch, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens

Youth & Family: Abby Roethler, Krista Olson, Jill Nuss, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger
Evangelism: ill Nuss, Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson




