
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Peter     
Lutheran Church Tidings   
October 2015   
 

Rev. Ron Mathews    

We were created to be free!  Released from the bondage of sin, our freedom (our identity) is found in Christ.  
This means our worth is not found in what we have, what we wear, or in our popularity.  Our worth is found in 
the God who created us and who wants us to experience the full wonder and abundance of God’s creation.  It is 

only when we appreciate what God has given us and live our lives on a mission to be good stewards of these gifts 
that we can experience the freedom God always intended us to have. 

Join us for our four week Stewardship worship emphasis where we will learn how to 
become more faithful stewards as we explore what it means to: 
 

 September 27 - Be free from the money trap 
 October 4   - Be free to be rich 
 October 11  - Be free from the uncertainty of riches 
 October 18 - Be free to take hold of the life that really is life 

Each week we will focus on one of these themes during  
worship.  We hope you will be present each week!  On the  

last Sunday, October 18th, we will join together for our  
Consecration Worship service where we will present our  

commitments of giving in support of the ministry and mission 
to which we have been called to as the congregation of St.  

Peter Lutheran Church.  Following worship all are invited to 
the lower level of the church building for  

a brunch celebration meal. 
 

First Timothy says to set our hopes on God, living richly in a 
deeper sense, “thus storing up for ourselves the treasure of 
good foundation for the future” (1Timothy 6:19).  In Greek  
the same word means both “treasure” and “foundation.”  So 
this quality of living is a priceless treasure and also the solid  
foundation upon which we can build our individual lives and 

our life as a community of faith here at St. Peter.  In your  
personal prayers and as you gather in fellowship with others, 

please remember to invite God’s guidance as through this  
special emphasis we consider how  

God is calling us to “Live Free.” 
 

Serving with you, 
Pastor Ron 



 

 

      Worship & Music Server 
  Sunday worship  - 9:00 am      

      *TBD = we still need volunteers   *NA = not applicable   
 

 October 4 
Sunday  

9 am 

October 11 
Sunday 

9 am  

October 18 
Sunday  

9 am  
 

October 25 
Sunday 

9 am 

Communion 
Assistants 

Kim Lamb Pat Leonhart Kim Lamb TBD 

Scripture 
Readers  

Late Nighter Youth Julie Leisinger  Gene Leonhart TBD 

Acolytes 
 

Sam Lockhart 
Layne Fober  

Abbi Austin 
Jadyn Milius 

Bre Sadler 
Lexi Lyons 

Lexi Lyons 
Bre Sadler 

Multimedia 
 

Lexi Lyons Johnathan  
Leisinger 

Sam Lockhart  Chadron Beem  

Organist Amy Lockhart  Sheila Mixdorf Amy Lockhart  Sheryl Moeller  

Sound 
System 

Alton Midthus Steve DeVries Roger Donaldson Larry Oltrogge  

Video Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm Trevor Thurm Roger Thurm 

Altar Guild Terrie Thurm, Lori Thurm, Michelle Steffe  

Usher/Greeters Marvin & Helen Schumacher, Jeff Schumacher Family, Richard & Sarah Beckel   

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.   
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.  

     From the Church Office 
 Check out the online church calendar. The link is on the opening page of our  website - www.stpeterdenver.org.  

Under “Most Popular” click on  calendar; you will be able to see the activities  
scheduled for the year. If you would like to add something to the calendar please contact the office.  

 

Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am and the  Newsletter Deadline: 4:30 pm on the 3rd Friday of each month. 

AA/Alanon 
AA/Alanon Step Class:  Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month) Meeting:  
Tuesday nights at 7 pm in lower level (first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format) Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of 
each month.  Anyone who has an interest in or questions about the disease of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a 
loved one may be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the monthly open meeting. 

Periodicals  
As a reminder Christ in Our Home and The Lutheran  
Digest are available on our information table, please help  
yourself.  
 

Extra copies of the Gather magazine for the current month 
can be found in the WELCA Mailbox in the room near the 
organ. Old copies will be placed on the table outside the 
office. All are welcome to enjoy this resource.  

Bible Blessing – October 4 
Kindergartners and 3rd Graders will receiver their Bibles. 

Stewardship Sunday - October 18 
Everyone is invited to the church’s lower level for brunch, 
following worship. Pastor Mark Anderson, Assistant to the 
Bishop,  will be our guest speaker on this Consecration 
Sunday.  

Affirmation Sunday - October 25  
We will witness nine students affirm their faith in Christ. 

Worship Celebrations Resources  



 

 

 

 

Mission & Community 

Wartburg Community Symphony  
2015-2016 Season 

Waverly has proudly supported a semi-professional  
symphony orchestra for more than 60 years.  
Founded in 1952, the Wartburg Community  
Symphony comprises Wartburg College and local 
high school students and community professional 
musicians. The symphony performs orchestral  
favorites, but also presents new and innovative  
music, garnering recognition for its state, national, 
and world premieres.   
 
Upcoming performance dates:  
Autumn Ovation, Saturday, October 3, 8:00 pm. 
The concert will feature Rachmaninoff’s Piano  
Concerto No. 2 with award-winning pianist Sean 
Boktin.  
 
Holiday Classics, Sunday, December 13, 3:00 pm. 
Enjoy the sounds of the season as the symphony 
plays your favorite holiday music. Call 319-352-
8691 to order tickets.  

Get Off Your Rocker Senior Exercise Program  
The class is held each Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 
am, at St Johns Lutheran Church, on Lincoln St.  
Contact Sharon Traetow with questions 984-6071.   
All are welcome to participate.  

Calling all moms!   
You are invited to join Waverly’s MOPS (Mother’s of  
Preschoolers) group.  Have older kiddos?  We also have a 
group called MOMSnext.  We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
of every month, from 8:45-10:15am.  A warm breakfast and 
childcare (ages 0-preschool) are provided.  Join us in the 
fellowship hall of Trinity United Methodist Church 
(Waverly).  Our meetings have just begun – hope to see you 
there as we explore what it means to live 
with “A Fierce Flourishing” in our lives! 

Lost and Found Farewell Tour 
Saturday, November 14, 7:00 pm at the 
Center for Faith and Life, Luther College.  
Suggest donation for general admission 

tickets, $10, tickets available at Luther College 
Ticket Office: tickets.luther.edu, 563-387-1357. All 
proceeds benefit ELCA Walk for Water Campaign. 
Sponsored by Luther College Ministries and  
Northeastern Iowa Synod.  

Northeast Iowa Community  
Action Corporation  

Need help with your heating bill? The 2015-2016 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program has 
been established to help qualifying low-income Iowa 
homeowners and renters pay for a portion of their 
primary heating costs for the winter heating season. 
Applications for elderly (60 & older) and/or disabled 
may be completed October 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016. 
All other households may complete an application 
November 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016. Contact the 
Waverly office 319-352-4532 with questions. 

Family Resource Fair  
Do your kids enjoy the materials they use during Sunday 
School?  Are you looking for more faith-based resources to 
use at home with your family?  We are hosting a  

Sparkhouse Family Resource Fair October 25-
November 1!  Plan to stop by the church that 
week to browse through these great  
materials and place your order. 

Help Wanted 
We are looking for someone to help keep the church clean 
the last two weeks of October, the 19th through 31st. Please 
contact the office if you are interested.  



 

 

 

October Birthdays &  
Anniversaries  

 

Congregational News  

September Council Minutes Highlights 
 Five new families joined with membership to St Peter 

 Laura Larson resigned from Council and as Treasurer and 
the Larson family withdrew as members of St. Peter due to  
concerns of the Pastoral Leadership at St. Peter. 

 Discussion around and motion to move money in the Youth 
Group Fund Raising Checking Account from a separate account 
into the “Other Church Fund Balances” 

 Approved Health Insurance Plan for Pastor Ron for 2016. 

 Discussion around policy for payment of musicians that  
perform during church service. 

 Discussion on moving Church activities the Wednesday of 
Homecoming week at the request of the school to allow students 
to participate in the Pep Rally. 

 Randall lead us through the start of the Church Visioning 
process and this will continue through several of the next council  
meetings. 

Musical Instruments/Equipment  
~Last month we stated we would have a list compiled by 
September 20, of musical items  we no longer use and wish 
to put up for a silent auction. There has been a delay of 
plans, we hope to have a list completed soon.  Sorry for the 
change of plans and we hope to have information forthcoming.   

We Welcome Our New Members 
Ken and Kim Lamb, Cameron and Krista Wahl, Grant and 
Erica Benschoeter, Nicki Skaar, Gavin and Kelley Carman, 
help us welcome our  new members into our St Peter 
Church family!   

1 
Donna J Wolter  

 

2 
Roxane Franzen 
Cody Robinson 

DeWayne & Ruth Fasse 
 

3 
Nancy Lamos 
Ryan Tucker 

Dave & Wendy Mohlis 
 

4 
Burton Diercks 

 

5 
Bonnie Gielau 

 

6 
Floyd Liddle 

 

7 
Doris Blankenship 

Marilyn Huber 
 

8 
Zoey Elsamiller  

Sandra Greenley  
 

9 
Carol Ackerman 

Brad Becker 
Krisanne Wirtjes 

10 
Vera Collins 

Gary Westendorf 
Doug & Janice Miller 

 

11 
Charles & Jill Nuss 

Alexis Gehrke 
Troy & Jessica McIlravy  

 

12 
Donna Kittle 

Jessica McIlravy  
Bethany Sadler 

Joel Teetzen 
 

13 
Charles Nuss 

 

14 
Hunter Ackerman 

Wesley Gielau 
Natalee Lyons  

Joel Wolter 
Larry Stumme 

15 
Allison Swanson 

Ryan & Kayla Tucker 
 

16 
Bobby Geary 

Richard Mortenson 
Roger Thurm 

 

17 
Eve Pautsch 

 

18  
Maci Leonhart  

 

19 
Neal Thurm 

 

20 
Roger & Donna Donaldson 

 

21 
David Leisinger 

Steve & Audrey DeVries 
 

22 
Kurt Gleason 

 

23 
Thomas Place 

Scott Rothmeyer 

24 
Richard Ackerman 

Gabe Lahmann 
Leana Place 
Harold Wille 

 

25 
Becky Dierks 

Samuel Schumacher 
 

26 
Jan Hartmann 
Joanne Milius 

Mark & Lynn Gielau 
 

27 
Michael Place 

Jordan & Becky Dierks 
 

29 
Sam Lockhart 

 

30 
Brian & Angie Meyer 

 

31 
Carol Liddle 
Paul Meier 

 

Kindergarten & 3rd Grade Bibles 
The congregation is encouraged to sign their name, write a 
prayer, highlight or write your favorite verse in the Bibles the 
Kindergarten & 3rd grade children will receive October 4,  
during worship. The Bibles are located on tables in the choir 
area at the front of the church.   

Maxwell Gielau was baptized on September 27. He is pictured 
above with Pastor Ron, his parents, Alexandra Lane & Derek  
Gielau, and sponsors, Kristina Meyer & Keith Worner.  



 

 

Women of the ELCA 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
*note change of meeting time starting in November  

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 1st Thursday, every 
other month at 1:00 pm. Next meeting: Thursday,  
November 5.  If you know of someone who is in need of a 
Prayer Shawl, please take one from the pew in the  
Friendship Room.  Please make sure you fill out a form 
(located in basket on pew).  

Mission & Community  

WELCA Board Meeting 
Saturday, November 7, at 9:00 am  

 

WELCA Bible Study Leaders   
Available in the Gather Magazine  

 

Ruth Circle 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, October 7 at 7 pm 

Bible Study Leader: Sheryl/Sheila 
Hostess: Pat Leonhart  

 

Mary Circle 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, October 7 at 1:30 pm  

Bible Study Leader: Elaine Dove  
Hostess: Darlys Milius  

 

Naomi Circle 
Next Meeting: Sunday, October 4 at 10:15 am  

Bible Study Leader: Joyce Miller   
 

Serving Committee for October  
Chairperson - Mary Circle 

Coffee - Men  
 

Julie Sawyer Sarah Beckel Vera Collins 
Elaine Dove LaVonne Emkes Sue Flory 
Bonnie Gielau Rebecca Langner Linda Krueger 
Jaime Leonhart  Roberta Merrill Candi Nuehring 
Angie Sadler Carol Wagner Mary Thurm 

The Northeast Iowa Food Bank 
 The Food Bank could use our volunteer help once a month. 
We will be working with members of St Timothy’s Church, 
Hudson. The upcoming date is October 17. The time slot 
is 9-11 am. If you would like to help out, go to the  
volunteer entrance at the Food Bank, 1605 Lafayette St, 
Waterloo. You do not need to notify the Food Bank or St 
Peter. Any questions, call Joyce Miller 984-5021.   

Womenfest  
The Ecumenical Bible study meets at  St Paul, UCC Church, 
Denver, on Tuesday mornings at 7:30 am, join us!  

Noisy Offering 
The recipient of the September and October  “Noisy  
Offering” will be New Life School. The special abilities school  
is in the village of Santa de Maria, Guatemala, and provides 
an education for children not able to attend the Guatemalan 
public schools. Please view more information on this mission 
partner at http://www.newlifeguatemala.com/. 
 

Reminder 
The property & management, mission, evangelism,  
stewardship, worship & music, mutual ministry board  
minutes, Pastoral highlights  and Council minutes are posted 
in the Friendship Room for your perusal.  

WELCA Pie Sale 
We would like to thank everyone that donated  
a pie and all that purchased pies. Also a big thank you to 
Dean & Judy Gleason for their hospitality and for  
allowing us to use their garage. The sales totaled $468.  

Automatic Door 
We are pleased to announce we now have an 
automatic opener at the southeast “elevator” 
entrance. You can now push the round  
button and it will open and close  
automatically ALSO the door has an auto 
close feature for the regular door use—
simply push on door bar and the door will 

automatically open and close. Please do not try to push the 
door shut once it is opened, it will close by itself.  

WANTED 
People to help tie quilts during October. Join us as we gather 
on  Mondays, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, and evenings 6:30 pm - 
8:00 pm; Tuesdays 9:00 am - Noon. Also, Sundays  
after worship.  Quilts tied thus far - 46!   
Come when you can, leave when you must.  
 

The Ingathering will be held November 7, to replenish LWR 
warehouses, for quilts already sent to earthquake survivors 
in Nepal and refugees from war in Syria.  

Bread for the Day 2016 
A daily devotional that includes a  
Scripture reading, a hymn  
recommendation from the ELW, and a 
prayer. If you would like to receive  
Bread For The Day, sign up in the church  
office. Copies are $10 each which you can  
pay when you pick up your copy.  
Orders due by October 20. 

Double ZZ Wranglers 
Double ZZ Wranglers will present the program (Cowboy 
Church) at the fall gathering of WELCA Cluster E at St John 
Lutheran Church in Sumner, on Saturday, October 17.   
Registration with coffee and treats from 8:30-9:15 am.  
The meeting will also include reports from the June  
Synodical Convention and end with a noon luncheon.  
Everyone is welcome.  

http://www.newlifeguatemala.com/


 

 

*October 7, Family Bible Study -Cancelled  
Due to the Homecoming Pep Rally on this evening,  
Family Bible Study will not meet in October. Plan to join 
us  November 4 at 6:00 pm.  

Faith Formation 
 

The first day of Sunday School 2015 

October is finally here!  
We had a busy September and all of our fall programs are 
off to a great start. Our new Middle/High School Sunday 
School class has had a solid group of youth joining  
together for great discussion.   
 

All grades have Learning Goals where they are learning 
things ranging from prayer strategies, to memorizing the 
10 Commandments, to learning about the order of   
worship and why we do what we do on Sunday mornings.  
 

We have two new Wartburg students joining us this year 
– please be sure to warmly welcome Britni and Shelby to 
our Sunday School team. 
 

Our Sunday School offerings for September and October 
are going to support Lutheran World Relief’s School Kit 
program – thank you for teaching your child(ren) about 
generous giving!   
 

*October 19 -  Sunday School planning session at 7:30 pm 
in the church library  

The Sunday School Preschoolers are looking attentive! 

Sunday School  
Our Sunday School program follows worship at 10:15 am.  
 

 *October 4 – Bible Blessing – Our 3rd graders 
and Kindergartners will be receiving their new Bibles  
during worship.  During the Sunday School hour, students 
will meet with Pastor Ron to learn about how to use this 
great resource. 
*October 18, No classes due to Stewardship Sunday 
Brunch.  
*October 18, The children will be singing  during worship  
 

 If you are interested in helping in any way with Sunday 
School, please contact Anna (anna@stpeterdenver.org) or 
Amity (schmamity418@yahoo.com) 

High School Youth  
October will bring a new topic for our high school youth, 
as we dive into our Alpha Youth film series. All high 
schoolers are invited to join us at 7pm the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month to explore life, faith, and God.  
 

October 3- Late Nighter at St. Peter- 7th-12th Grade 4 -11 pm 
October 14- High School Youth Group at St. Peter, 7 pm 
October 28- High School Youth Group at St. Peter 7 pm 

Fusion 
The 4th - 6th grade  youth meets typically for Family  
Bible Study and on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 
6:30pm.   

October 16 - No School Day Camp for 4th-6th Graders, 1-
4pm, at St Peter. Featuring a speaker from Retrieving Freedom. 
October 21- Fusion, 4th-6th Grade at St. Peter 6:30 pm 

Confirmation  
October 3 -  EPIC - Late Nighter at St Peter from 4-11 pm 
October 14 & 21 - Confirmation classes 6:30-8:00 pm  

mailto:anna@stpeterdenver.org
mailto:schmamity418@yahoo.com
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2015 MINISTRY BOARDS 
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system.  Lay members are currently needed for  

each of these boards to function as intended.  Please consider where you might share your gifts in these  
important ministries of the congregation.  If you would like to know more about a board please contact  

Pastor Ron Mathews or Steve DeVries, Congregational President.  Thank you!   
 

Church Council:  Steve DeVries, Jon Wolter, Philip Michels, Jeff Bales, Staci Mueller, Doug Miller,  
Randall Satterthwaite   
 

Executive Board: President - Steve DeVries; Vice President –Doug Miller; Secretary - Philip Michels;  
Treasurer -  
 

Property & Management: Randall Satterthwaite, Neil Hartmann, Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Dwight Diercks, 
Roxane Franzen, Ryan Lockhart 
 

Parish Education: Lisa Michels, Eve Pautsch, Amity Mathews   
 

Worship & Music: Jeff Bales,  Sheryl Moeller, Sheila Mixdorf, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Joyce Miller,  
Nancy Lamos 
 

Mission: Philip Michels, Pat Leonhart, Bev Diercks, Barb Klemp, Shirley Thurm, Gretchen Syhre 
 

Stewardship: Jon Wolter, Doug Miller,  Helen Schumacher, Dori Jurgenson  
 

Youth & Family: Amy Lockhart,  Kim Lamb, Krista Wahl   
 

Evangelism: Staci Mueller, Art Kurtt, LaVonne Westendorf  
 

Mutual Ministry: Staci Mueller, Linda Krueger, Gene Leonhart, Ryan Pautsch, Julie Brinkman 
 

Trust Fund Committee: Roxann Brown, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Becky Miller, Ryan Tucker 
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