St Peter
Lutheran Church Tidings

September 2025

Pastor Pedersen’s Points: Walking the Pilgrimage of Life

As September greets us, so does all the fanfare and activities that go with it. School, sports,
and busy orchards are coming. This is indeed a busy part of the year for many. Perhaps you may still
be perplexed how summer is already over. | certainly am. All in all, life truly is a journey that seems to
move fast.

Perhaps you have heard the phrase, “Life is a journey, not a destination.” This phrase is
commonly attributed to Ralph Waldo Emerson. It emphasizes the value of life lies in the experiences
and growth that occur along the way, rather than solely in the achievement of specific goals or
reaching certain destinations. This can sometimes seem antithetical to the ‘pull yourself up by your
bootstraps’ mentality many people have today. Achievements and successes can sometimes
become the idol we place before God.

As | think about this reality of today, | am reminded of a lament in Ecclesiastes, “God gives
some people great wealth and honor and everything they could ever want, but then he doesn’t
give them the chance to enjoy these things. They die, and someone else, even a stranger, ends
up enjoying their wealth! This is meaningless—a sickening tragedy.” (Ecc 6:2 NLT) In this passage
the writer of Ecclesiastes is speaking of the futility of a life solely measured in achievements. We
cannot take them with us when we die. The tragedy, in my mind, is not that one’s achievements stay
on earth when they pass away. The tragedy is the person who chooses not to put their focus on
experiencing life as Ralph Waldo Emerson would have us.

Yes, life on earth is temporary, but life with God is
eternal. The pilgrimage of life, much like Jesus’ pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, is one towards death, but his pilgrimage to
Jerusalem did not end with his crucifixion, did it? It’s ending of
conquering death is ours as well. For some our pilgrimage of life

| will be long-lasting. For others it may be cut way too short. As
" we ride along this pilgrimage, the people on this journey with us
| may only get to be with us so long before they are welcomed
into God’s eternal rest before us.
Jesus’ destination from the moment he entered this

world as the incarnate Son of God was Jerusalem, death for the
sins of the world, and new eternal life from resurrection. Let us
be inspired by the journey Jesus took to get there. All along the
way Jesus taught others about who our loving God really is, he
welcomed sinners, healed the sick, stood up to corrupt
authorities, grieved over dying friends, and showed compassion
to those in need. That is our calling as followers of Christ. That
is our journey. That is our pilgrimage. Brothers and Sisters in
Christ, my fellow pilgrims, blessings to you as you journey
onward.




Worship & Music Server
Sunday worship - 9:00 am

*Volunteers needed —please sign-up online or contact the office

September 7 September 14 September 21 September 28
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am
Organist Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller Amy Lockhart Sheryl Moeller
Acolytes Lauren Carman
Communion Pat Leonhart Lauren Carman &
Assistant Pat Leonhart
Scripture Amy Lockhart Gene Leonhart Amy Lockhart Jim Moeller
Reader
Multimedia Philip Michels Leah Homeister Andrew Wagner Todd Foelske
Sound Alton Midthus Steve DeVries Larry Oltrogge Nathan Asmus
System
Altar Guild Terrie Thurm, Lori Thurm, Mandy Gesme, Tricia Kurtz
Usher/Greeters Butch Milius, Marcia Ott

Please find a replacement If you are unable to serve at the time you are scheduled.
Your ministry is vital and we give thanks for your willingness to serve.

We have many volunteer opportunities available
for our worship services, or providing cookies
for fellowship and various other Mission board

occasions. You can go to our website,
www.stpeterdenver.org, under volunteer, or by
calling/emailing the church office to sign up.

AA/Alanon
AA/Alanon Step Class: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in
lower level (second & fifth Tuesdays of the month)
Meeting: Tuesday nights at 7 pm in the lower level
(first & fourth Tuesdays - round table format)
Open Meeting: 3rd Tuesday of each month. Anyone
who has an interest in or questions about the disease
of alcoholism or anyone who fears that a loved one may
be dealing with alcoholism is welcome to attend the
monthly open meeting.

E-giving through
Vanco. This platform
provides a secure and
user-friendly way to give
to our church online.

From the Church Office
Check out the online church calendar. The link
is on the opening page of our website -
www.stpeterdenver.org.
Under “Most Popular” click on calendar; you will be
able to see the activities scheduled for the year. If
you would like to add something to the calendar please
contact the office. 319-984-5648
Bulletin Deadline: Thursdays 10:00 am
Newsletter Deadline: 4:00 pm on the 3rd
Friday of each month.




Community & Mission News

LWR School Supplies:
What beautiful summer
days we have had this year!
The days are going by
quickly and in-store and
online sales for school
supplies have begun.

St. Peter Church will be
collecting the following

. EWALU =5
AAutumn
I‘Odyssey

school supplies for the o 55+ Retreat | October 13-15
Lutheran World Relief school kits will be packed on : R
) njoy our fall retreat just for \
God’s Work our Hands Day, September 7th. saniors it thé comicrtable ) ? \ >
. . Stone Center north of wad WM\
Each School Kit Include.s. Strawberry Point! L A
4-70 page spiral notebooks Join us for featured speakers, <% § Ny |74 ¢ L‘V
1 box (16 or 24 count) Crayola crayons time'fOF fef'ﬂlﬂ'?: and ; o WL\ (W er v o
: renewal, optional hiking an - - =~
1 pencil sharpener chair yoga, and simple -, \ 4
130 cm ruler relaxation. Plus, we'll see the ” \
1 pair blunt scissors beautiful fall colors In NE lowa!
5 unsharpened No 2 pencils with erasers Meals & lodging induded. ,\ _
5 black or blue ballpoint pens DATES: 4 PM Monday, Oct. 13 2480
1 2.5” eraser to 11 AM Wednesday, Oct, 15
' COST: Double occupancy $175 Ewalu's Stone Center:
A tub for these supplies is located outside the church Single occipancy $225 35124 Highway 13,
X ibuti to thi Strawberry Point, IA
office. Thank you for your contributions to this very FEATURED SPEAKERS
worthwhile project.
, ' [E] perais
: &
HOW TO
SIGN UP
Rev. Joan Rev. Larry Go to www.Ewalu.org/
Fumetti Trachte Autumn-Odyssey
Des Moines Waverly or scan the code above

amp Ewau’ 38th Anual

QUILT AUCTIC

Saturday, Sept. 20

at Ewalu, 3 miles west of Strawberry Point

FREE admission & family fun all day!
All are welcome for music, food & fellowship!

EVENT SCHEDULE

9 a.m, - Quilt Review, Opening of
Country Store & Family Fun

11a.m, - Devotional Service

12 p.m. - Freewill Lunch

1p.m, - Live Auction Bidding Begins

Don’t miss the Online Auction: Sept.15-21 Scancodeorgoto

www.Ewalu.org
More than 120 quilts & items
auctioned live on Sept. 20,
plus 150 more online!
Take part in either auction ...
EWALU or both! Proceeds benefit the

Canp s Sinkit Tanbet ministry at Camp Ewalu.

e
37776 Alpha Ave, Sthawberry Folnt, IA52026° 5639334700 L www.ewnlu.org




September Birthdays &
Anniversaries

1
Christopher Herman
Gene & Pat Leonhart

2
Lars Gesme
Alexandra Place
Brent & Kris Steege

3
Marcia Joerger
Mallory Steege

4
Steve DeVries
Marian Frey
Emmett Nuehring
Emily Ruby

5
Judy Milius
Jace Williams
6
Jeff Joerger
Sam Joerger
Zach & Karly Kuecker
Jaxson Wagner

7
Brian DeVries
Rick & Sharon Robinson

8
Jeff & Kim Williams
9
Jacob Lyons
Grace Upshaw
Kevin & Holly Smith

10
Lincoln Roethler

11
Kerry Thies
Wesley & Barbara Gielau

12
Ryan Maitland

13
Jayden Wolter

14
Gene Leonhart
Abbi Robinson
Steve & Angie Sadler

15
Kiara Michels

16
LuAnn Emerson
Robert Foelske

17
Jason Brinkman
Peggy Smith
Michael & Leana Place
Alyssa Reiter

18
Amber Leisinger

19
Keaton Rothmeyer
Tony & Trudi Schimmels
Paige Sickles

20
Alex Krabbenhoft

21
Maris Drewelow
Spencer Vauthier
Michael & Judy Vauthier

22
Kurt & Julie Gleason
Chad & Carol Liddle
Brady & Megan Schmauss
Ryan & Jennifer Wirtjes
Josie Witt

23

Margaret Liddle
Mary Thurm

24
Andrew Wagner

25
Bailey Nuss

26
Nancy Dryer
Chalee Gienau

30
Margaret Empie
Paul Empie
Elizabeth Foelske

We apologize if your birthday or anniversary are not listed or
listed incorrectly. Please notify the office with additions or
corrections. Thank You

Church News

God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday is quickly approaching!
This special day offers us a meaningful opportunity to
demonstrate good stewardship by participating in various
service activities that bless those in need. How do you respond
when you see a homeless person on the street corner?

God's Work, Our hands is suggesting a way for you to be
prepared. Blessing Bags will be assembled on September 7.
Could socks, gloves, small change, personal care items, McDonald
gift cards, and/or granola bars, touch a neighbor in need? We
may see the homeless/under-employed down the road during
the coming months. We won't know their stories from the front
seat of our cars, so let’s try to resist judgment and instead,
empathize with their situations. The strangers we meet are
deserving of God’s love and grace. Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me. Matthew 25:40.

To make this possible, we are seeking both monetary and
material donations. Please prayerfully consider supporting
this effort by contributing cash or donating items for the Kkits.
Every contribution helps share God’s love.

We would like donations by Wednesday, September 3. Cash
donations can be given to Roxane in the church office. Material
donations can be placed in the buckets marked BLESSING KITS
which will be on the pews outside Pastor’s office.

ITEMS REQUESTED:

Individually wrapped toothbrushes

Travel-size toothpaste

Body wipes

Deodorant

Travel-size hand sanitizers

Combs

Bags of hard candies

Individual bags of peanuts

Individually wrapped beef sticks

Crew-socks

$5 gift cards for fast food restaurants

On God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday, September 7th, there
will be a change in one of our stations. Instead of drawing on
white pillowcases, sewers are invited to make and bring new
standard size pillowcases. We will then join together to stuff
them with new pillows we have purchased for House of Hope
and Friends of the Family, two nonprofit organizations where
mothers and children reside. You may use your own fabric to
make these pillowcases or fabric can be supplied. Fabric of
choice is 100% cotton. Any color or print may be used. If you
need fabric, a pattern or guidance on how to make the cases,

please contact Roxane at the church office.

God’s work. Our hands.

=

September 7, 2025




Community & Mission News

¢%:2 DENVER/READLYN
% BLOOD DRIVE

FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 5TH
9:00am - 12:00pm
Denver Community Center

100 Washington Street
Denver, |A 50622
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BINGO

St Peter helps with Bingo at the Denver Sunset
Home every third Friday of the month. The next
Bingo day is Friday, September 19, at 10:00 am.
We're always looking for available bingo players;
the connection with the residents is special!
Volunteers may contact Joyce Miller.

VBS 2025
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2 *Hops for Htospic.

SAVE THE DATE
OCTOBER 9, 2025
5:30-7:30 P.M.

=ll_[l=' UnityPoint Hosplce

BRI EEEE i

Noisy Offering
The noisy offering for September & October, will be shared with
Allen Child Protection Center (ACPC). They provide immediate
assistance for children or dependent adults who may be victims
of abuse, or have witnessed a violent crime. The ACPC uses a
multi-disciplinary team approach and works closely with the
Department of Human Services and law enforcement. The center
provides forensic interviews, medical examinations, family
advocacy services, and mental health counseling. Additionally,
we provide children entering foster care with a backpack full of
essential and comfort items, and all patients at the Child
Protection Center are given a gift at their appointment to take
with them to recognize their courage and remind them how
much they matter. Our services are always free to the patients
and families we serve. For more information contact-ACPC, 212
W. Dale St, Entrance 6A, Waterloo, IA. 319-226-2345.

Dispelling Hospice Myths
Uncover the truth about Hospice at our Myth Busters Brunch,
hosted by Mariah Schmitz of Care Initiative Hospice. We invite
the community members to join us for an enlightening
educational session. Let’'s demystify the common
misconceptions about hospice and explore the real facts.
Donuts & coffee will be provided. Date September 16, at 10:00
am at the Denver Public Library, 100 Washington St Denver.

Sundlay, -
SEPTEMBER 7

1-3 PM | FCOD, FAMILY FUN & LIVE

IT

MUSIC BY NEVER THE LESS

PROGRAM: 2:30 PM
RELEASING CELEBRATE SOMEONE

1,000 MONARCH BUTTERFLIES YOU LOVE BY

RIVERLOOP AMPHITHEATRE . DEDICATING A BUTTERFLY
225 COMMERCIAL ST., WATERLOO HOSSICE WITH A 830 DONATION



Faith Formation

Sunday School Rally Day
Sunday School Rally Day is September 7, it is also
God's Work, Our Hands Day. We plan on having all
kids work on at least one service project first and
then we will be splitting into two groups (younger
kids walking to Sunset Home and bigger kids will be
transported to Willow Winds). We will also be
dispersing our Kindness Rocks that the kids made at
VBS. Then, we will be coming back to the church to
enjoy the meal. Please plan to join us!

Confirmation Meetings
#9th Grade Confirmands & parents will meet at
6:00 pm
¢All 7th & 8th grade confirmands and their parents
will meet at 7:00 pm.
Both meetings will be held at the church.

Help Us Update Our Picture Board
We would like all people attending St Peter to have
their photo displayed on our “Stewards of God'’s
Love” board. If you do not see your photo on the
board, please email a digital copy to the office or you
can drop one off and have it scanned. Also, anyone
wanting to UPDATE their photo due to changes in
your family, please send it on over. Thank you!

His Hands Food Pantry
This summer we are participating in the Healthy Kid lowa
program, which gives a box of extra food per kid in each family!
That makes our total pounds climb over 10,000 distributed for
the month of July! Individuals served -344, families served -116,
pounds of food distributed-10,421 Ibs. Suggested donations :
boxed dinners-hamburger helper, soups, noodles, cake/brownie
mixes. Non-food items: body washes/soap, shampoo/conditioner,
toothpaste. Open Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00 pm. And Friday, 9:00 am -
noon. Questions -319-638-4357 or Mary Burgart 563-920-3857.
Thank you to Midthus for taking our donations of 138 1bs. on
August 5, to the pantry!

Helping Hands Clothing Closet
We had 60 families comprising a total of 258 people were
clothed at the closet in August. Wow that is a lot of people
served. Speaking of serving, our amazing volunteers gave a total
of 87 hours. If you happen to know someone who serves at
Helping Hands be sure to thank them, we could not do it without
them. Better yet, ask them how you can get involved too!
We are dropping the shorts and hanging the pants soon. If you
have an hour or two to share we would love to see you on Sat.,
September 13 at 8:00 AM to help with making the switch. W ~ : :
Good news! The donations have been rolling in. However, we == “~Thank you to all our'VBS
are so full we ask that everyone bring limited quantities of wr>Volunteers and Parish-Ed Team!
your best donations. We are really tight on space. ‘ 2 x
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St. Peter Tidings is published 12 times a year by
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church

540 East Franklin Street ~ P.O. Box A

Denver, |A 50622

Phone: 319-984-5648

www.stpeterdenver.org ~ info@stpeterdenver.org
Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen 515-370-5114

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

«AddressBlock»

2025 MINISTRY BOARDS
Ministry Boards are a vital part of the congregational system. Lay members are currently needed for
each of these boards to function as intended. Please consider where you might share your gifts in these
important ministries of the congregation. If you would like to know more about a board please contact
The Congregational President. Thank you!

Church Council: Jill Nuss, Linda Schult, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Andy Drewelow, Eve Pautsch, Paul Empie,
Jodi Heinemann
Executive Board: Andy Drewelow, Kyle Niemann, Krista Olson, Jodi Heinemann

Property & Management: Gene Leonhart, Leroy Homeister, Roxane Franzen, Jim Jurgenson, Paul Empie, Steve
DeVries, Jim Moeller

Parish Education: Jodi Heinemann, Jaime Leonhart, Mandy Gesme, Julie Gleason, Bri Drewelow, Carrie Beenken

Worship & Music: Mary Stevens, Amy Lockhart, Jo VanDeBerg, Niki Skaar, Nancy Lamos, Sheryl Moeller, Diann Curtis,

Nancy Lamos, Joyce Schimmels

Mission: Sue Buss, Pat Leonhart, Shirley Thurm, Kelley Carman, Marcia Ott, Leah Homeister, Linda Schult
Stewardship: Eve Pautsch, Jan Gienau, Dori Jurgenson, Mary Stevens

Youth & Family: Abby Roethler, Krista Olson, Jill Nuss, Julie Brinkman, Lisa Michels, Marcia Joerger
Evangelism: ill Nuss, Jan Gienau, LaVonne Westendorf, Roger Donaldson, Marilyn Mueller, Donna Kittle

Financial Board: Dwight Diercks, Paul Meier, Jim Moeller, Andy Drewelow, Jim Jurgenson




